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Hi Everyone, 

After much consideration, it has been 
decided not to go ahead with our October 
meeting.  We feel it is too soon to open our 
homes and gardens to the group.  Hopefully, 
we will be able to meet again on Saturday 6 
November 2021.  More details will be 
available in the November newsletter. 

I have been fortunate to be able to walk in 
and around the Dandenong Ranges 
Conservation Reserve and surrounding 
areas with a friend so have had a taste of 
freedom.  Walking together through these 
areas is very relaxing and invigorating.  On 
Friday we spotted quite a few wallabies, 
shyly looking at us from behind tree trunks.  
The Swamp Wallabies live in the 
undergrowth of the Dandenong Ranges’ 
forests and woodlands.  During the day they 
shelter in thick grass or ferns, emerging at 
night to eat.  Their diet consists of soft plants 
such as buds, ferns, leaves, shrubs and 
grasses.  Swamp Wallabies are mostly solitary animals but can form groups when feeding.  
Joeys live in their mother’s pouch for 8 to 9 months, but continue to suckle until about 15 
months old. 

Michael and I enjoyed watching ‘The secret life of birds’ webinar presented by Chris 
Doughty who founded Peregrine Bird Tours.  I thought each month I would include some 
information about the birds in the Knox, Maroondah and Yarra Ranges areas. 

In the May edition of the newsletter, the first part of Understanding Compost appeared.  I 
have only just realised that I didn’t continue with the rest of the story.  You’ll find the full 
article in this edition.  Sorry members, mistakes happen. 

Walk in your garden and around your suburb and enjoy the spring flowers and fresh 
growth on all the plants. 

Happy gardening.  Take care. 

Cheers Julie  

Dibble and Hoe Cottage Gardeners Inc
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BOOK REVIEW 
Imaginative Possession : learning to live in the Antipodes by  

Belinda Probert 
At a time when many easy assumptions 
about how we live and how our society 
functions are being questioned there is 
room for contemplation of a country that is 
ancient, occupied for at least sixty 
thousand years, and young, a national 
federation for only twelve decades.   

Belinda Probert, a migrant from England 
sets out to question in words and action 
how well she understands the landscapes 
she has seen and the people that have 
shaped them.  

She takes with her a set of writers who 
have asked the same questions, or 
provided interpretations of our sense of 
belonging, to test their words against her 
own emerging views.  Wondering how a 
nation of immigrants can fully settle here 
she decided she needed to buy a property 
in the 'country' so she could observe it 
more closely, and learn to garden 
differently.   

Trees fell on her, ants bit her, bowerbirds 
stole her crops, but from the exercise she 
discovers much more about soil, trees, 
water, animals and protecting herself from 
fire emergencies.  Driving back and forth 
she learns to see the ancient heritage all 
around us, and rural industries that have 
destroyed and created so much. 
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RECIPE 

Fried cabbage and potatoes with bacon 
Ingredients 

• 300 g Shredded cabbage 
• 1 Sebago or desiree potato cut into 1cm cubes 
• 3 Rashers bacon, cut into 1cm pieces 
• 5 Cloves Garlic, finely grated or crushed 
• Salt and pepper to taste 

Directions 
1. Fry bacon and potatoes in large non stick pan until 

browned, add cabbage, salt and pepper to the pan, 
cover with lid until cabbage is just tender, removing lid 
to occasionally stir. 

2. Add garlic and cook 1 minute until fragrant. Serve. 

Michael and I have been revisiting recipes that we enjoyed years ago.  These have included tuna 
mornay, chow mien or chop suey (feel that this might be a South Australian name), meatloaf and 
corned beef.  I served this recipe with corned beef last week and we both thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience.  

VINEGAR 
Vinegar is an amazing product!  It has so many uses.  We sifted through the many uses and came 
up with these top uses for vinegar around the home.  Hopefully you can pick up a tip or two and 
save yourself some money and time along the way. 

Continued from September newsletter. 
  
LAUNDRY  
Fabric softener 
Remove soap and detergent residue in clothes by adding 1 cup of white distilled vinegar to the final 
rinse.  To remove soap residue from heavier blankets and quilts, add 2 cups of vinegar to the final 
rinse. 
Deodorant and antiperspirant stains 
Rub the underarm areas of white or light coloured clothing with white distilled vinegar, and then 
launder as usual.  If the stain remains after washing, do not machine dry.  Retreat the area with 
vinegar and place garment in the sun to bleach. 
Socks 
For greying white socks, bring 1 cup of white vinegar to the boil in a large pot of water on the stove 
top and drop in the socks.  Then turn off the heat and leave socks to soak overnight to bring them 
back to original whiteness. 
Keep colours from running 
To keep coloured fabrics from running in the wash, first soak them for a few minutes in white 
distilled vinegar. 
Scorch marks on clothes 
Dip the corner of a cloth in white vinegar.  Rub lightly on scorched area of fabric.  Wipe with a clean 
cloth.  Repeat as needed. 
Unclog a steam iron 
To dissolve mineral residue in steam irons, pour equal amounts of white distilled vinegar and water 
into the water reservoir.  Turn the iron to the steam setting and allow it to steam for five minutes in 
an upright position.  Unplug and cool the iron.  Empty the reservoir — and the dissolved minerals. 
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Clean a scorched iron bottom 
Heat equal parts of white distilled vinegar and salt in a small pan.  Rub mixture onto the bottom of 
a cooled iron to remove scorch marks. 
  
OUTDOORS 
Spider and bug repellent 
Vinegar works extremely well as a spider repellent.  Mix 1 cup of white vinegar and 2 cups of warm 
water in a spray bottle.  Spray it around doorways or window frames, and it will keep the spiders 
away.  This also works for mosquitoes and smaller insects like ants. 
Weed killer 
Pour full-strength white distilled vinegar on unwanted vegetation.  Reapply as needed. 
To soften a paintbrush 
Soak a paintbrush in hot white distilled vinegar until brush softens.  Then wash with warm, soapy 
water. 
Loosen a rusted screw 
Pour vinegar onto the screw, and it will easily unstick.  Use a rubber band under the screwdriver to 
help if you need to. 
BBQ grill 
To remove charcoal build up from your BBQ grill, spray white distilled vinegar on balled up 
aluminium foil and scrub the grate thoroughly. 
Plastic outdoor furniture 
Clean plastic outdoor furniture with a solution of 1 cup of vinegar to 4 litres of water.  Give them a 
good rub down and bring them back to their former glory. 
  
PERSONAL 
Hair rinse 
Remove shampoo build up by rinsing hair with a solution of 1-2 tablespoons of white distilled 
vinegar or apple cider vinegar and 1 cup of water.  Use less vinegar for dry hair and more vinegar 
for oily hair.  This will leave hair silky and shiny. 
Foot Soak 
If you have cracked heels and calluses and want to soften your feet, soak your feet for 20 minutes 
a day in one-part vinegar to two-parts warm water.  You can also add a few drops of essential oils. 
The vinegar removes dead skin, leaving your feet soft and smooth. 
End itching 
Dab a cotton ball soaked in white vinegar on mosquito bites and any other itchy insect stings.  It 
will stop the itching and help disinfect the area so that they heal faster. 
Whiten your teeth 
To help whiten your teeth, once a week, dip your toothbrush into white distilled vinegar and brush 
thoroughly. 
Mouth wash  
Save money on expensive mouthwash and gargle with white vinegar to get rid of bad breath. Add a 
few drops of peppermint essential oil to combat the taste of the vinegar. 

Thanks Glenda via website www.cota.com.au. 

http://www.cota.com.au
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SPECIAL SPACE 
OR GARDEN ITEM 

“I have admired this beautiful shrub for years and years. Never knew what it was . Then finally 
moved here and next door had a beautiful one hanging over my side fence. So thrilled to know the 
name and of l went on a hunt to find one. Luculia is a fast growing shrub, magnificent after about 
four years, lovely perfume gorgeous flowers, I’m thrilled to bits. Last year pointed it out to whoever 
came into my garden. This is the only way to show off in these COVID times. Still lovely to share 
even if it’s a just in a photo”. 

Thank you Martina Cleven for sharing your special item. 

If you have a special space or garden item, please forward the photograph and explanation to 
jules.kavanagh@gmail.com. 

HELPFUL TIPS/HINTS 

“A good idea. No waste. this 
time of year there’s lots of 
parsley growing in the garden 
and every year l chop it and 
freeze it. Great to put a 
handful of parsley in frittatas, 
quiches, soups, stews. And so 
easy if it’s already chopped”. 

Thanks Martina. 
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BEWARE OF SPITTLEBUGS 
What are Spittlebugs, Frog Hoppers or Frothyman?.  These are all a form of Leaf Hopper, 
belonging to the family Cercopoidea, a group of Hemitera Insects. 

These families are best known for the nymph stage which produce a cover of frothed up plant sap 
resembling Spittle – hence the name.  The nymphs are commonly known as Spittlebugs and their 
froth as Cuckoo Spit, frog Spit or even snake Spit. 

Once the Spittlebug has formed up a nice group of bubbles, they will use their hind legs to cover 
themselves with the foamy substance. The froth  hides the nymph from view of predators as well 
as insulating them from hot and cold, acting as a thermal and moisture control, as without the froth, 
the nymphs would quickly dry up. 

Where can you find these little critters?  In the leaf axils of young new growth.  They are not fussy 
as to what plants they attack and the new young growth of Salvias in Spring are ideal plants to 
dwell.  They have been known to attack Pine trees, Roses and other soft stemmed perennials at 
this time of year.  They don’t seem to remain during the hot dry summer months, so temperature 
may be a factor, nor do they like the dry conditions of Summer, but they do like the cool moist 
conditions of Spring. 

The Spittlebug lays it’s eggs on old plant debris to overwinter.  The eggs hatch in early spring, they 
climb up the nearest stem and attach themselves to the host plant and begin to feed.  Other than 
looking horrible, Spittlebugs do very little damage to a plant.  They do suck the sap, but rarely 
enough to harm the plant, unless they are in huge numbers. 

How to get rid of them?  Other than using a hose to give them a quick blast of water to knock them 
off, I usually just use my fingers to squash them, making sure I get the adult.  Gloves are a must as 
the froth is very wet and not very pleasant to work with.  In no time your hand is wet if you’re 
finding a number of these little critters.  By inspecting your plants frequently, including looking 
underneath the branches, any spittlebugs can be easily detected and squashed. 

The adults are a very, very small orange and black beetle looking insect.  The adults are capable of 
jumping quite high and over some distance, giving it the name Frog hopper.  

These bugs don’t seem to be a native insect, they appear in North America, Africa and Europe, so 
who knows how it came to be in my garden – possible the eggs were in some debris in some 
imported fruits/ vegetables or nursery plant.  I may have been given a plant that had eggs 
overwintering within the debris in the pot. 

It is recommended that any debris under plants be cleaned up in the Autumn time, which is difficult 
if you have mulched your garden well, but excessive amounts of debris can be easily removed. 
Keep a look out for any froth in the leaf axils of young growth, so you can quickly squash the 
nymphs and adults before they spread to other plants.  

Ref: Wikipedia, Gardening know how – common plant pest problems 
  
Lyndi Garnett, Group Co-ordinator, Victorian Salvia Study Group 
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JILL FARROW’S SPRING GARDEN

Wallflower

The bed where the hellebores were removed and is supposed to be filled with miniature bulbs 
but some of them are not miniature!
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Last of the freesias

Bulbs in the backyard
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UNDERSTANDING COMPOST 
In the phase of one year, a mature tree will take up 22 kilograms worth of carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere.  During this process, the plants use the CO2 to photosynthesise which generates the 
sugars and foods they need to grow.  When digging homemade compost into the soil, this is 
effective in reducing the number of methane emissions instantly because the waste has gone 
through an aerobic process.  Methane is 28 times more potent than carbon dioxide and has been a 
huge contributor to the global greenhouse gas emissions in recent years. Landfill is just one of the 
bigger contributors to this global issue.  Did you know that the average Australian household 
wastes over $1,000 as a direct result of throwing away unused food each year?  That is 20% of the 
food purchased, 1 out of every 5 bags of food bought, is thrown in the bin. 

When organic waste is taken to landfill, it commonly goes through an anaerobic fermentation that 
produces CO2-e carbon dioxide greenhouse gases mostly in the form of methane because of the 
lack of oxygen present in the process.  So how do we help?  By composting at home, we can 
reduce green waste whilst at the same time eliminating methane.  Home composting goes through 
an aerobic process which doesn’t produce CO2-e because the methane-producing microbes are 
not activated because of the presence of oxygen during the process.  Creating home compost can 
seem daunting and tricky, however, in actual fact, it is so very simple.  One of the first steps to 
having a successful compost bin is to understand what it is all about. 

WHAT IS COMPOST? 
Compost is an organic material used to improve the soil structure, texture and health, which helps 
retain moisture and promotes plants to grow, access vital nutrients and establish their roots in the 
soil.  Benefits observed in soils which have been enriched with compost have seen improved 
production of earthworms, beneficial bacterias and fungi within the soil.  These hard little workers 
help break down the organic matter into humus, nutrient-rich material that plants love. 

So what is it composed of?  Compost is made up of water, 
carbon (brown) and nitrogen (green). It is important to manage 
the amount of each ingredient that is being added.  Too much 
carbon will result in the slowing down of the decomposition, too 
much nitrogen will result in a foul-smelling pile which is not 
useable. What is the method, the secret to the success? 

The rule is referred to as the carbon nitrogen ratio.  To achieve 
sweet-smelling, chocolate rich coloured compost, the C:N ratio 
should be 25-30 parts carbon to 1 part nitrogen. 

What are carbon (brown) components? Shredded paper, sawdust 
from untreated timbers, oaten hay, dried leaves, cardboard, wood 
chips and dry animal manures (not dog or cat). 

Nitrogen (green) components consist of lawn clippings, vegetable 
scraps, tea bags, coffee grounds, crushed eggshells, green plant 
cuttings or weeds and fresh animal manures. When adding 
material to the compost heap for every bucket of greens, add a 
bucket and a half of browns. 

Old apple crates or wooden pallets are commonly used to make these systems.  Ideal for larger 
gardens, food forests and larger-scale food or flower gardens which require frequent compost to 
condition the soil and nutrients.  Depending on the climate conditions and maintenance, most 
compost bins will take up to 4-6 months to decompose.  Having two bottomless compost bays is 
usually recommended, when one bay is full, the second can be filled which allows for scraps to still 
be utilised and not wasted.  Static bins and tumblers are free-standing systems that are typically 
lighter weight and can be positioned easily around the garden.  These are excellent for smaller 
garden spaces which may not be able to accommodate larger set-ups.  Then we have the humble 
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worm farm ideal for smaller spaces, balconies and patio gardens.  Worm farming is an affordable 
way to get started without dedicating a lot of room.  Starting out with worm farming allows for a 
better and quicker understanding of the composting process whilst seeing a faster result. Worm 
farms also produce a rich Vermicompost which provides a ton of nutrients for plants. 

Before setting up a compost bin, make sure the site chosen is suitable.  Composting systems 
should be placed in a sheltered, shaded area where they won’t be exposed to late afternoon sun, 
morning sun is fine.  For bottomless bays and static bins, make sure the base of these systems 
come in direct contact with the soil.  Having aviary wire underneath the system’s base can help 
prevent rodents and other unwanted pests from getting into the heap.  However, we will address 
some other methods later on.  Choosing a position which is ideally next to or near a water source 
will be useful if water is ever needing to be added to the mix. 

AERATION: 
Often if a compost heap decomposition has slowed, there is a rotten egg like smell, it can be a 
direct result of the lack of oxygen in the mix.  Decomposing organisms require adequate amounts 
of oxygen to fuel them to break down the waste materials.  Without it, everything slows, making the 
whole process take a lot longer.  Aerating the heap can kick everything back into gear.  For 
bottomless bays and static bins using compost aerators once a week to every fortnight will - help 
allow oxygen to reach the bottom layers.  Another method is to install a PVC pipe which has holes 
drilled all along the length and have this position in the centre of the heap.  However, this method 
only works if the centre of the pipe is kept clear of any debris.  Adding large tree branches or twigs 
to the bottom of the heap and adding some throughout the pile as it builds, will allow for oxygen to 
flow through the pile. 

KEEPING IT HEALTHY: 
A compost heap which is well balanced will naturally attract vermin and require fixing.  However, if 
a heap is plagued with unwanted visitors, such as mice or rats, this can be due to colder weather 
or attractive, easy ingredients which have been added to the mix.  Never add meat, wheat and 
dairy waste to compost as this is likely to attract unwanted vermin to the garden and the compost 
pile.  There are a number of ways to prevent rodents from nesting within the piles, some which we 
have already covered.  The use of aviary war is one method; another is to have a secure lid to the 
bin or heap.  Most static bins will come with a solid heavy duty plastic lid; however, in the case of a 
bottomless bay, installing a secure lid can be done with a tarp which is held down securely.  Ideally, 
the walls of the compost bin should also be secure with no holes or gaps.  If ants are running wild 
through your compost pile this is usually a good indication that it has become too dry. 

Hosing the heap down lightly and aerating the pile will ensure everything gets back on track.  If the 
mix is too wet or too dry, the C:N ratio has also become unbalanced.  If the mix is too wet, adding 
more Carbon (brown) matter such as paper or straw will improve the consistency.  If too dry the 
remedy is to add more Nitrogen (green) matter such as lawn clippings or food scraps and a touch 
of water as mentioned. 

USING HOMEMADE COMPOST: 
Once the compost has matured, it will turn into a beautiful chocolate brown humus which is ready 
to be used around the garden.  Compost is perfect for conditioning poor soil.  Adding it to vegetable 
gardens is important when practising crop rotation as it keeps the soil health in tip-top form.  
Compost will also encourage worm activity and healthy, beneficial soil microbes to occur. 

Compost reduces the need to apply herbicides and pesticides because it creates a healthier soil 
full of nutrients plants require to grow and stay healthy.  A healthier plant is less likely to be 
targeted by predators.  Adding compost reduces soil erosion and benefits the environment with 
each application to the garden. 

as written 
by Bonnie-Marie Hibbs, Gardenworld Nursery, 
in Royal Horticultural Society of Victoria Gardeners’ Gazette, Autumn 2021 edition. 
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DO YOU KNOW THIS PLANT? 

A friend of mine sent me this photograph of what she 
thought was a salvia and asked is I knew someone 
who would be able to identify the plant.  The 
information given was that it grew to approximately 3 
metres and the spike was about 30cms. 

I am very fortunately to know Lyndi Garnett, Group 
Co-ordinator, Victorian Salvia Study Group and her 
knowledge of salvias is incredible.   

Lyndi’s answer is that it is a “Salvia karwinskii which 
is wonderful - the leaves and the whole 
inflorescence (not just flowers) have an 
incredible scent.  You certainly know where you are 
when you brush past it. 

One of the few upright late winter Salvias that don't 
have arching branches.  It'll tolerate a lot more sun, 
more drought tolerant  than many others.  One of my 
favourites.  It certainly brings the birds to the 
garden.” 

For further information on salvias, visit the website 
https://salvias.org.au 

HOUSEHOLD FRUIT NETTING REGULATIONS - 
commenced 1 September 2021 

From 1 September 2021, netting used to protect household fruit-trees, vegetable gardens, or other 
fruiting plants must have a mesh size, of 5mm x 5mm or less at full stretch.  If you use netting to 
protect your household fruit or vegetable harvest you will need to comply with this new mandatory 
requirement introduced under Victoria’s Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Regulations 2019 
(POCTA Regulations). 

Any existing household fruit netting that does not meet this specification must be replaced with 
appropriate netting from the 1 September 2021 commencement date.  Don’t forget that old netting, 
when discarded, can still be an entanglement risk.  If you plan to dispose of old netting to landfill it 
is recommended that you place it into a strong biodegradable bag first.  The regulation applies to 
both the sale and use of household fruit netting. It does not apply to sale or use of netting in 
commercial circumstances. 

Failure to comply with this regulation could result in a fine under the POCTA Regulations.  The 
maximum penalty for using fruit netting that does not comply or for advertising or offering non-
compliant netting for sale for household fruiting plants is 15 penalty units ($2726.10 as at 1 July 
2021). Infringements of two penalty units ($363.48) and four penalty units ($726.96), as at 1 July 
2021, can also be issued for use, or sale, of non-compliant netting, respectively. 

https://salvias.org.au
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Why has the regulation been introduced? 
Fruit on household trees and plants is a tempting treat for hungry wildlife.  Netting is a popular way 
to protect fruit, but inappropriate types of netting can kill or injure animals such as birds, possums 
or flying foxes.  Netting with a large mesh size is more likely to entangle animals and their 
struggling can cause deep cuts and strangulation, often leading to death.  Reducing the mesh size 
of netting will greatly reduce the risk of animal entanglement. 

What type of netting should be used? 
Netting used on household fruiting trees or plants must have a mesh size of 5mm x 5mm or less at 
full stretch. 
It is also recommended that household netting is: 

• white in colour, making it easier for nocturnally active animals to see and avoid it at night 
• made from material with a strand diameter thicker than 500 microns, or with a cross-weave 

design, to also help reduce injuries and fatalities. 
The use of appropriate mesh sized netting will support a productive harvest while also protecting 
our vulnerable wildlife from harm. 

It can be easier to protect selected branches rather than netting the whole tree. A range of bags, 
sleeves and socks are available to protect fruit on individual branches. 

How to use netting 
When netting the whole tree: 

• Pull netting tightly over the tree. Don’t throw netting loosely over trees or allow netting to lie 
across the ground, where it can entangle reptiles and other animals 

• Fix netting tightly to the tree trunk – this will stop rats and birds from reaching fruit. 

What is meant by household netting? 
The following guidance has been developed to assist Victorian gardeners and retailers to 
understand what is generally meant by the use of the term ‘household’ in this context. 
Generally, ‘household’ fruit-trees, vegetable gardens, or other fruiting plants are those grown: 

• at residential premises in an urban or suburban area, or 
• at residential premises in a semi-rural or rural area, primarily for personal use (even if some 

excess produce is shared or sold). 
•

‘Household’ fruit-trees, vegetable gardens, or other fruiting plants would not generally include those 
grown: 

• at commercial orchards, or 
• at vineyards, or 
• for a fruit and/or vegetable produce business, or 
• where the objective of growing the trees or plants is to produce a commercial harvest for 

sale, with the intent to make a profit. The scale of such an activity should be consistent with 
other commercial orchard, vineyard or produce businesses. 

The Australian Tax Office (ATO) website contains information that will assist people to determine 
whether their fruit or vegetable growing activities are a hobby or a business.  The ATO makes it 
clear that there is no single factor that determines if a person is in business. 

Gardeners’ individual growing arrangements for fruit and vegetable produce will vary, and this 
guidance does not take into account personal situations.  Where appropriate, you should seek 
independent professional advice. 

Protecting wildlife 
• Remove old netting that is not protecting fruit and dispose of safely. If the chosen method is 

disposal to landfill it is recommended that you place it into a strong biodegradable bag first. 
• Check netted trees every day to ensure the nets are not loose and no animals are caught 
• Wildlife in Victoria are protected under the Wildlife Act 1975, which makes it illegal to wilfully 

disturb or destroy wildlife. 

https://www.business.gov.au/Planning/New-businesses/Difference-between-a-business-and-a-hobby
https://www.business.gov.au/Planning/New-businesses/Difference-between-a-business-and-a-hobby
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Helping injured wildlife 
Getting help quickly is critical for wildlife that has been caught in netting. If wildlife is entangled in 
netting, do not try to handle or rescue the animal. Call a wildlife rescue group to come and safely 
remove the animal. 

Some wildlife, especially flying foxes or snakes, carry diseases or may be dangerous. If someone 
is bitten or scratched by a flying fox, contact a doctor immediately. Flying foxes can carry 
Lyssavirus which can be fatal if contracted by humans. 

Contact 
Visit Wildlife Victoria to find contact details of wildlife rehabilitation organisations. 
Wildlife Victoria 03 8400 7300 
AWARE (24hrs) 0412 433 727 

From website https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/animal-welfare-victoria/pocta-
act-1986/protecting-fruit-trees-and-wildlife 

BIRDS IN EASTERN MELBOURNE SUBURBS 
Michael and I were fortunate to watch ‘The secret life of birds’ webinar presented by Chris Doughty 
for the Biodiversity Month by Knox City Council. 

Little Pied Cormorant -  is one of the most 
common of Australia's waterbirds, occurring 
on water bodies of almost any size.  It is 
entirely black above and white below.  The 
face is dusky and, in adult birds, the white of 
the underside extends to above the eye.  
Immature birds resemble the adults except 
there is no white above the eye.  They are 
found on small farm dams and lakes, 
including artificial wetlands as well as a 
variety of natural ones. 

 
The White-faced Heron is mostly light blue-
grey in colour, with a characteristic white 
face.  In flight, the dark flight feathers of the 
wing contrast with the paler grey plumage, 
making this bird easily identifiable when 
viewed from below.  It has a long, slim neck 
and a pointed grey-black bill. The legs are 
long and dull yellow in colour.  Sexes are 
similar.  When breeding, the birds have long 
feathers (nuptial plumes) on the head, neck 
and back.  The White-faced Heron has a 
slow bouncing flight.  Young White-faced 
Herons are similar in appearance to the non-
breeding adults (no nuptial plumes), but are 
duller, with little or no white on the face.  
They often have a reddish colour on the 
underparts.  They are found on small farm 
dams and lakes, including artificial wetlands    
as well as a variety of natural ones. 

To be continued next month. 

https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/sick-injured-or-orphaned-wildlife/sick-injured-or-orphaned-wildlife
tel:0384007300
tel:0412433727
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/animal-welfare-victoria/pocta-act-1986/protecting-fruit-trees-and-wildlife
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/animal-welfare-victoria/pocta-act-1986/protecting-fruit-trees-and-wildlife
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/animal-welfare-victoria/pocta-act-1986/protecting-fruit-trees-and-wildlife
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
The Country Women’s Association of Victoria 2021 Festival of Gardens,  Saturday 16 & 
Sunday 17 October and Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 November.  Cost $10 to visit 2-3 gardens.  
List of gardens to be announced early October.  For further information visit cwaofvic.org.au or 
facebook.com/cwaofvic. 

23-24 OCTOBER 
Alexandra & District Open Gardens, 5 wonderful country gardens and 3 beautiful town gardens 
for you to all come and visit this year. https://alexandraopengardens.com.au. 

Yarra Valley Spring Plant Fair, Wandin.  Further information visit yarravalleyplantfair.com.au  

29 OCTOBER TO 7 NOVEMBER 
Castlemaine and District Gardens Embracing Change, Keep an eye on the website and social 
media for the release of the 2021 Festival of Gardens souvenir program. 
https://festivalofgardens.org 

30 & 31 OCTOBER 
Open garden Birchwood, near Benalla.  further information visit birchwoodnearbenalla.com.au  

14 NOVEMBER 
Annual Salvia Sale at Nobelius, Nobelius Heritage Park, Crighton Ave, Emerald, under the 
Packing Shed, beneath the Puffing Billy line, 10am.  Free parking below and beside  the Museum.  
Loads of Salvias available for bargain prices at this annual event until stock run out.  Plants for 
everyone, sun or shade, tall or small in all colours of the rainbow.  Wander through the garden to 
identify Salvias wanted, grab a Salvia book while waiting.  Bring plants/ flowers to be identified. 

ONLINE WORKSHOPS 
I’ve found these webinars that you might be interested to watch.  All you need to do is copy the link 
and paste into ‘search or enter website name’ area your browser. 

CERES have many online workshops but nothing free https://sustainability.ceres.org.au/
workshops-and-courses/ 

Free online Zoom session : https://mysmartgarden.org.au/events/workshop-recordings/ 
Raising vegetable seedlings 

Free online workshops : https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/my-smart-garden-1889674773 
Including wicking bed workshop, bird, bee and butterfly gardening, design a small and productive 
garden, plus many more. 

Free online course through ACS Distance Education : https://www.acs.edu.au/free-courses/
landscape-design/default.aspx  For those people looking for a comprehensive knowledge on 
gardening. 

You are still able to watch Knox Biodiversity Month - Bird Webinar- Shared screen with speaker 
view 
https://knox-vic-gov-au.zoom.us/rec/play/
2XnEgwPTLO6nBkpoI3SUAxy91NlRmzOj8x0KDPNJYciwMSC2UWTuEk1MgqXPxPILeNZXJDCA
TewlDZ2T.4yTlTnfN2uaDLM6H?continueMode=true 

http://cwaofvic.org.au
http://facebook.com/cwaofvic
https://alexandraopengardens.com.au
http://yarravalleyplantfair.com.au
https://festivalofgardens.org
http://birchwoodnearbenalla.com.au
https://sustainability.ceres.org.au/workshops-and-courses/
https://sustainability.ceres.org.au/workshops-and-courses/
https://mysmartgarden.org.au/events/workshop-recordings/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/my-smart-garden-1889674773
https://www.acs.edu.au/free-courses/landscape-design/default.aspx
https://www.acs.edu.au/free-courses/landscape-design/default.aspx
https://knox-vic-gov-au.zoom.us/rec/play/2XnEgwPTLO6nBkpoI3SUAxy91NlRmzOj8x0KDPNJYciwMSC2UWTuEk1MgqXPxPILeNZXJDCATewlDZ2T.4yTlTnfN2uaDLM6H?continueMode=true
https://knox-vic-gov-au.zoom.us/rec/play/2XnEgwPTLO6nBkpoI3SUAxy91NlRmzOj8x0KDPNJYciwMSC2UWTuEk1MgqXPxPILeNZXJDCATewlDZ2T.4yTlTnfN2uaDLM6H?continueMode=true
https://knox-vic-gov-au.zoom.us/rec/play/2XnEgwPTLO6nBkpoI3SUAxy91NlRmzOj8x0KDPNJYciwMSC2UWTuEk1MgqXPxPILeNZXJDCATewlDZ2T.4yTlTnfN2uaDLM6H?continueMode=true
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