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Hi Everyone, 

I was wonderful to see members on Saturday 6 
February at the first meeting since March 2020.  
There was much talking and laughing - a good 
way to start our year. 

We are finally getting some warm weather - 
summer in one week.  I have just about 
forgotten how to water as we have received rain 
nearly every week and as our garden is 
maturing, watering is not needed as much.  
Except I have put in some annuals that I grew  
from seed.  They were supposed to be a project 
for the grandchildren, but I somehow got the job 
of looking after them.  The photograph shows a 
small section of our driveway garden.  As usual, 
the penstemons and kangaroo paws are 
performing extra well and looking at them 
brings a smile to my face every time I walk to 
the letter box.  I have been experimenting 
growing salvia seeds and as yet have only 
three out of seven different salvias seeds to 
flower.  However, I am not giving up and still water them every morning and evening.  Just 
as well I have retired! 

We welcome two new members, Gail and Jean, who attended our February meeting.  
Welcome ladies.   I am sure that you will enjoy our group. 

Tine and I were fortunate to visit Lurline and Tony’s garden this month.  I have included a 
small article and great photos of our visit.  We have a few more visits planned in the next 
month. 

I have joined U3A Knox and am enjoying the gardening club and the bushwalking.  I also 
went to Ferntree Gully Library for their bookchat and enjoyed sitting with ladies who were 
borrowers when I was staff.  There are so many free activities available to people these 
days - in fact, way too many because I have to keep choosing between which ones I want 
to attend! 

Hopefully, will see you on Saturday 13 March at Telopea Gardens. 

Keep happy, keep safe and keep smiling.  Plus happy gardening. 

Cheers Julie  

Dibble and Hoe Cottage Gardeners Inc
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2020 COMMITTEE 
  
 President   Julie Kavanagh  0408122780 
 Minutes Secretary  Polly Ashburner  97567342 
 Treasurer   Tine Grimston   0466285542 
 Newsletter Editor  Julie Kavanagh  0408122780 
 Committee:   Kathy Smalley   0427433585 
     Julie Groves   97231762 
     Joan O’Reilly   97352502 
     Louise Wilshaw  97379875 
     Robbie Schuurman  0415203508 

EVENTS FOR THE NEXT TWO MONTHS 
The focus of the committee discussion was how to proceed with some club meetings under current 
Covid restrictions, as we are still restricted to 15 in private gardens for the foreseeable future.  The 
committee feels that members would enjoy getting together in some way, so visits to public spaces 
seem to be the only possibility. 

So, our program for the next two months is as follows:

13 March (Date changed because of long weekend)   Telopea Gardens, Emerald 
Bring your own picnic, chair etc

10 April (Date changed because of Easter).  Cloudehill Garden, Olinda 
Bring your own picnic, chair etc 

MARCH OUTING 
WHEN: Saturday 13 March 2021 

WHERE: Telopea Gardens, 80 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd, Emerald 

TIME:  11am 
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A 10 acre private garden featuring many well established trees, shrubs, perennials, bulbs, natives 
and succulents.  The nursery has many rare plants and a huge number of different plants and 
species.  When we first arrive Dave Hoskins, the owner of the nursery, will be able to walk around 
and talk about his plants and nursery. 

After the talk, you will be able to walk around the nursery and gardens.  Seasonal fresh cut flowers, 
plants and succulents will  be available and includes many new and rare varieties.  Bouquets from 
$5 and most plants only $5 each. 

There is a sheltered seating area where we can eat and a toilet is available.  Please remember to 
bring your own lunch, hot/cold drinks and chair. 

FEBRUARY MEETING 
What a wonderful day we had on Saturday 6 February.  The weather was perfect, we were able to 
secure the rotunda for eating our lunch and we sat and talked and talked. 
 

Jillian Barkell and Meg Bentley, from the Victorian Salvia Study Group, walked our group around 
the salvia garden.  The information they shared with us was incredible but both these ladies have a 
wide knowledge about salvias.  Meg has written A Manual for Salvia Growers which is the bible of 
salvias.  If anyone would like to buy a copy of this book, please find the order form on pg4.   
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For further information about salvias, the website is http://salvias.org.au.  The next salvia sale will 
be held Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th March from 10am-4pm at The Ferny Creek Horticultural 
Society 2021 Plant Collectors Sale and Garden Expo at 100 Hilton Rd, Sassafras.  

Whilst eating lunch, members were able to sit back, relax and catch up on all the happenings from 
2020.  No problems occurred with Covid restrictions, so we are hoping to see members at our 
March 2021 meeting. 

 

http://salvias.org.au
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RECIPE 
 

CHEESE SCONES
Ingredients: 
•  1 cup SR flour  
•  1 cup grated tasty cheese 
•  2⁄3cup milk 
•  1 pinch salt 
•  1 pinch sweet paprika (optional) 

Method: 
• 	Preheat oven to very hot- 225 

degrees C.

• 	Mix flour, cheese, milk and salt 

together until combined.

• 	The mixture is fairly moist and 

sticky.

• 	Put about a rounded tablespoon of mixture onto a greased tray.

• 	Makes 10- 12 scones approx.

• 	Sprinkle on the paprika if you wish.

• 	Bake for about 15 minutes.

• 	Turn the tray round half way through cooking for an even result.

• 	Best served warm- split and serve with butter.


I was at Tine’s house the other day and she served these delightful scones.  In fact, they 
were so moorish I ate three!  


Tine’s suggestion is to make one and a half times the quantity and then divide the mix 
evenly into a 12 cup muffin pan otherwise they are too flat to spread butter on.
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BOOK REVIEW 
Stonefields by the seasons by Paul Bangay 

Paul Bangay wrote his first book, The garden at Stonefields 
in 2013.  After many hours of work on this garden, he has 
now written the second book, Stonefields by the season in 
2020.  This is a must see garden which has matured over the 
15 years that Paul has lived and worked at his residence.  
His interests have changed over the years and that can be 
seen by the soil improvement, drainage and watering wisely.  
Being a mature garden, he spends much of his time now 
maintaining what he has created. 

As the trees have grown and the leafy foliage and mulch 
protects the soil from harsh summer sun, the need to water 
has reduced.  Paul considers winter his favourite time of the 
year because you can relax and watch dormant plants sleep 
away the cold of altitude. 

New gardens have been added which include the lilac walk 
and twin lower perennial borders below the swimming pool. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
OPEN GARDENS VICTORIA:- 
Tickets must be booked and prepaid online via TryBooking.  This can be found on the website 
opengardensvictoria.org.au.  All visitors to sign in using QR code at entrance.  Masks are required 
to be carried and worn if social distancing cannot be maintained. 

Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th March: 
The Nook, 5 Tavistock Rd, Monbulk.  10am-4.30pm.  Entry $10, students $6 Under 18 free.  A 
romantic Dandenong Ranges garden filled with colour, set against a backdrop of magnificent 
chestnut trees with stunning plant collections. 

Sunday 14th March: 
Mary’s Cottage Garden, Ormond.  Address TBA upon booking.  Tickets $15  10am-11am or 
11.30am-12.30pm.  A highly productive, carefully nurtured cottage garden where the whole family 
delights in its productivity and many elements of reuse and recycling. 
Keith and Clare’s Suburban Garden, Carnegie.  Address TBA upon booking.  Tickets $15  
10am-11am or 11.30am-12.30pm.  An abundance of fruits and vegetables of dozens of different 
types meets geometry in the design of this suburban garden. 
Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th March: 
Bishopscourt, 120 Clarendon St, East Melbourne.  10.30am-4.30pm.  Adults $10, students $6, 
under 18 free.  Bishopscourt has a very special place in Melbourne’s garden history.  Founded in 
1848, it is one of the oldest properties in East Melbourne.  The garden features extensive 
plantings, sweeping lawns and fruit and vegetables all interwoven with a series of serpentine 
paths. 

Saturday 27 March: 
Garden Gathering Vol. 1 Arid & Drylands Precinct: 
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria is celebrating its 175th milestone year with a new series of 
seasonal Garden Gatherings which embrace stories, knowledge and experiences that connect us 
to people, plants and place at the Gardens.  First up is Garden Gathering Vol. 1 Arid & Drylands 

http://opengardensvictoria.org.au
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Precinct, where you'll discover new wonders, expert tours, art and more. Centring around 
Guilfoyle’s Volcano, Eucalypt Lawn and the reimagined Arid Garden at Melbourne Gardens, this 
free and all-ages gathering includes talks, workshops and self-guided activities.  Places are 
limited for the talks and workshops.  Register your spot once bookings are open to ensure you 
don’t miss out!  at https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/.  Join a special talk and tour with Landscape 
Architect Andrew Laidlaw and the remarkable Robert Field who donated over 3,000 cacti to the 
Arid Garden from his family's private collection.  Experience the Australian Forest Walk at 
Melbourne Gardens through the eyes of our Horticultural Curators and First Nation Guides.  Join 
our Learning Facilitators for a stroll through the Arid Garden and Guilfoyle's Volcano as you hear 
about some amazing biomimicry adaptions (the practice of copying nature in design), and 
brainstorm your own cacti-inspired inventions.  Horticulturist and collection curator, Jo Brennan, 
shares her knowledge and stories of international collaboration to curate the wonderous 
California Collection. 
EDITOR:  The original event was to be held on 20 February.  However, it was postponed until 27th 
March.  Bookings for the new date will be opened very soon. 

OUR NEW GARDEN BED 
Michael and I dug out three westringia plants and have replaced them with an apple blossom 
geranium, ajuga, salvia marine blue, brillantaisia, Plectranthus parviflorus ‘Blue Spires’ – Spur 
Flower and an unknown salvia, which I’m sure will love the plant when it flowers.   

I will take a photograph in spring to see how the plants have grown. 

https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/
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VISIT TO LURLINE’S GARDEN 
Tine and I were keen to visit Lurline’s garden as we hadn’t seen it for quite a few years.  As we 
entered the gates into the property, it took us quite a few minutes to walk up the driveway as we 
kept on stopping to ogle the garden near the driveway.  Many new plants and ‘rooms’ seem to have 
been added since we last visited the property. 

Above is the backyard.  The ladies were very happy to talk to us.  Below the front yard. 
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These photographs are of the front yard.  So much to look at and many chairs to sit on and relax. 
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VISIT TO JILL FARROW’S GARDEN 
In our February 2021 edition, a 
photograph, you saw a photograph 
from Jill Farrow’s garden.   

This is a bed in the front 
where Jill had a crab apple 
removed last year and she 
is mixing native with exotic 
plants.

The dark red roses are 
Munstead Wood, the 
yellow is Graham 
Thomas and the mauve in 
the middle is Rhapsody 
in Blue.

This is Eyes for You.  This 
roses was bred 14 years 
ago and introduced in 
Australia in 2012.

Thank you for sharing your 
photographs Jill.  If anyone 
would like to share your 
garden, please send the 
photographs to 
jules.kavanagh@gmail.com.
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