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Hi Everyone, 

The meeting this month is our AGM and we would like as many people as possible to 
contribute to this meeting.  Nominations for any positions must be received before 6 
October.  Please contact Tine Grimston tinegrimston@gmail.com or 9752 9897.  The 
committee meets four times a year.  The committee is always looking for ideas or 
someone to volunteer to work out one of our meetings.  The male members of our group 
have volunteered find something interesting for our April 2019 meeting.  Thank you guys.  I 
have decided that I will not be entering the hanging basket competition in the International 
Flower and Garden Show next year.  Please think about whether you and a friend could 
put together a basket to represent Dibble and Hoe.  It is really good fun - you do not have 
to win, but you need to enjoy yourself. 

Love this photograph of 
Lurline and Marie - this is 
what our gardening group is 
all about - having fun. 
laughter, sharing of ideas and 
enjoying life. 

Our Christmas function will be held at Paradise Valley Hotel, 249 Belgrave-Gembrook Rd, 
Clematis at 1pm.  The cost is $29 per person, but the club will subsidise $9.  Cost to you 
will be $20 per person.  This year, we are having a two course lunch.  If you are attending, 
could you please place $20 in a named envelope and give to Tine on Saturday 6 October 
at our AGM or at the November meeting.  If we do not receive the money, you will be be 
booked into this event.  Our usual $10 limit Kris Kringle will commence after lunch.  Hope 
you can all attend as it is such a fun day. 

At our October 2018 AGM we will be celebrating 25 years of Dibble and Hoe.  Thank you 
Jo Tilton for taking the time to developing this group from the ground floor.  many of us 
have had years of enjoyment and made many new friends. 

Happy gardening, 
Cheers, Julie 

Dibble and Hoe Cottage Gardeners Inc

mailto:tinegrimston@gmail.com
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2018 COMMITTEE 
  
 President   Julie Kavanagh  0408122780 
 Minutes Secretary  Polly Ashburner  97567342 
 Treasurer   Tine Grimston   0466285542 
 Newsletter Editor  Julie Kavanagh  0408122780 
 Committee:   Kathy Smalley   97618251 
     Julie Groves   97231762 
     Joan O’Reilly   97352502 
     Louise Wilshaw  97379875 

OCTOBER 2018 MEETING
WHEN: Saturday 6 October 2018 

WHERE: Gateway Estate, 667 Maroondah Hwy, Coldstream 

TIME:  10.30 am 

Brett from Gateway Estate will walk us through the large greenhouse at the back of the shop/cafe 
and explain how they grow their fresh foods.  Gateway Estate operates a 5000 square metre (1 ¼ 
acre) high tech hydroponic greenhouse to produce around 120 tons of high quality capsicums,  
35,000 pots of basil and 7 tons of beautiful ripe red strawberries each year. 

The tour can sustain 30 people and the cost is $5 each.  If you would like to go on this 45 minute 
tour, please book with Julie Kavanagh on 0408122780 or email jules.kavanagh@gmail.com. 

LUNCH & AGM: 12.30pm onwards.  Coronation Park, 7 River Street,  is located behind the 
Main Street in Healesville.  We will try to procure a rotunda for lunch and our AGM meeting.  There 
are walking trails along the Watts River and plenty of parking.  There is an abundance of bird life so 
you’re sure to see a kookaburra or two.  Be sure to check out the Platypus rock, Healesville’s 
connection to the natural environment and indigenous animals has been immortalised in a 
sculpture seat installed at Coronation Park and the Memo Hall.  The sculpture aims to improve 
waterway health by capitalising on community motivation to reduce litter, which can impact 
platypus habitat. Have a stroll along the Watts River and you may just see one of these majestic 
animals. 

WHAT TO BRING: BYO lunch and coffee/tea, cup and chair    

PEST DETERRENT
For possums, deer and rabbits:- 
250ml citronella oil 
50ml diluted garlic (place 10 crushed cloves garlic in 60ml water - drained off garlic after 24 hrs) 
20ml tobasco sauce or chilli 

Mix ingredients together, make sure no lumps from garlic, shake and put into squirt bottle. 

Apply around plants being affected on a dry day.  The oil should stop it washing away for a few 
weeks, the garlic will keep away bugs and the chilli will definitely deter the animals from tasting 
again. 
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Do not get on your own edibles, as you will end up deterred also! 

From Matt at https://paddysplants.com 

SEPTEMBER 2018 MEETING
What an incredible garden to visit.  A few 
of our members missed the turn into the 
driveway as it was on a bend, but it was 
well worth finding the correct property.  
Situated on top of a hill overlooking the 
Tarrawarra Valley were stunning views 
and we were extremely fortunate to walk 
around the property with Joy and Brian 
Croft.  There were many interesting 
areas in the garden and as Joy 
explained that when the roses are out, it 

is stunning.  But being gardeners, we could see or 
imagine what the property would look like in six 
weeks. 

We were invited to enjoy our morning tea in their 
inside entertaining room, when the drizzle started.   

Lunch was at Louise and Bernie’s house in Silvan.  
Even though it was a little cool, members were 
dressed warmly and we enjoyed eating, drinking and 
talking on the back deck overlooking the valley.  We 
had thirty members attending this meeting.  It was 
wonderful to see so many people.  Also, I have found 
that some members prefer to come to the morning 
function, but as we all lead busy lives, cannot attend 
the lunch.  I would rather people come when they are 
able - always good to see them. 

RECIPE
ROASTED BEETROOT AND FETA MUFFINS 

INGREDIENTS: 
1 cup SR flour 
1/3 cup grated Colby cheese 
1 large roasted beetroot, small cubes 
4 small green shallots, chopped 
100gm feta cheese, small cubes 
2 eggs 
1/3 cup olive oil 
2 heaped tablespoons plain yoghurt 

https://paddysplants.com
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METHOD: 
Preheat oven to 180o fan force; line holes of a muffin tray with paper cases.  Glenda filled 8 cases. 

Sift flour, add 1/2 teaspoon crushed Maldon salt, lots of cracked pepper, toss in grated cheese; mix 
till just coated with the flour.  Add chopped shallots; mix through. 

In a seperate bowl, whisk oil, yoghurt and eggs till very well combined. 

Pour liquid into the flour; using spatula gently mix till just comes together.  Add feta; mix; toss in 
beetroot, swirl only once or twice otherwise you will totally turn the mixture into a pinkish/red colour. 

Dollop into cases; bake for 20 minutes.  Hope you like them. 
Many thanks Glenda.  I added some basil pesto for a slightly different flavour.  Julie K. 

BOOK REVIEW
Succulents by Cassidy Tuttle 

Succulents are plants that hold water in their leaves, such as 
cacti, aloe, and echeveria. They have captured the hearts of 
crafters, decorators, and plant lovers all over the world. Always 
popular as an outdoor plant in warm climates, succulents have 
found a new popularity as an indoor plant that's easy to care for 
and fun to look at. 'Idiot's guides: succulents' includes: tips on 
successfully propagating new succulents from existing plants; 
extensive advice on choosing pots and unique planters, repotting 
succulents, and pairing varieties for maximum impact, and an 
index of succulents by colour and height that gives readers 
another tool for selecting the succulents that will look good. 

'Everything you need to select, pair, and care for succulents; 
profiles of 100 easy varieties, with gorgeous colour photos; 12 
crafty wreath, terrarium, bouquet, and other projects'  

Birdscaping Australian gardens by George Adams 

Wake up to the beautiful sound of birdsong every day. 
Discover how to identify the most common garden birds, and how 
to choose, grow and maintain the native plants that will attract 
them to your backyard. 
From acacias to eucalypts, and from honeyeaters to kookaburras, 
this essential guide will help transform any garden across 
Australia into an avian paradise. 
Featuring plant and bird directories illustrated with superb colour 
photographs and line drawings, as well as comprehensive 
planting tables and expert advice, this book has all you need to 
create a refuge for birds – and so preserve Australia's amazing 
natural heritage and biodiversity. 
'This book is a masterpiece - a must-have tool in every 
gardener's wheelbarrow.' Costa Georgiadis, ABC's Gardening 
Australia 
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PICK A PRICKLY PEAR THEN SET AND FORGET
When people speak about cacti, their minds usually go to the prickly pear cactus (Opuntia) and 
little Mexican men statues. 

Cacti are succulent plants.  A succulent is one that stores water in its roots, stems, leaves or trunk 
so it can call on in times of stress or drought. 

No doubt you will all have some succulent plants in your garden even if you don’t recognise them 
as such.  My husband has a collection of different ones and they are so easy to grow and care for 
they are almost perfect ‘set and forget’ plant. 

If global warming is true, and who can doubt the scientists, these may be the only plants we can 
grow in the future. 

In common with other cacti, our plant is native only to North and South America and its offshore 
islands but now has been spread by mankind to many countries. 

It grows really well if you give it the right conditions - some rain and a warm to hot climate.  In fact, 
it has the propensity to become an environmental weed in many places. 

Prickly pear was imported into Australia in the 18th century to be grown as an ornamental plant. Its 
other use here was to help to develop a cochineal dye industry. 

However, it became an almost indestructible pest, only being more or less eradicated by the 
biological method of introducing a South American moth whose larvae eat this plant. 

You can eat the fruit if you are persistent and patient and have plenty of time to remove the fine 
hairs from the outside as well as the seeds.  People who have done so say it is delicious.  I believe 
you can eat seeds but I’m not sure what it would do to your insides! 

If you do decide to grow this plant, keep in mind it is designated as an invasive weed in Australia.  

I would only grow it in a pot and dispose of any excess by putting it in a black bag in the sun until it 
has completely rotted down.  Don’t put it into the compost or dump in the bushland. 

Victorian Senior September 2018 
Bloomin’ beautiful is written by Maureen Lucas  

SOME PRUNING IS BEST AT THE BASE!
As the Council had recently put a footpath along the short side of my corner block, I’d been busy 
out there for a week filling in the space between the footpath and my rock garden with soil and 
succulents.  Less mowing for one thing and a nice new plant edge! This also meant re-evaluating 
existing large plants along that side of the garden and planning some beautification and changes. 

So last Friday I spent some delightful hours out in the garden pruning back an enormous Correa 
that had been in the garden for centuries. It was either prune it back severely or dig it out as it was 
no longer attractive. 

With the onset of a sudden headache and extreme tiredness, I called it a day and went inside.  I 
either needed a sleep or some lunch or both, but I also had an appointment and felt obliged to 
keep it.  I took a couple of panadol to stave off the headache, ate my lunch and got in the car.  My 
left eye felt weird so I looked in the rear-view mirror and was startled to see one pupil hugely 
dilated. The other looked tiny in comparison. 
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I kept my appointment but felt unsafe driving as my left eye didn’t focus very well.  On the way 
back I stopped in at SpecSavers and was given an appointment straight away.  My eye test 
checked out OK but the Optometrist insisted I book an appointment with a doctor that day. I found 
Mooroolbark Super Clinic had an After Hours clinic so went in at 7pm.  I told my story once again 
and the doctor checked me out thoroughly.  He then insisted I leave my car there and go to 
Maroondah Hospital Emergency Department. 

I opted for an Uber because I could get one in 2 minutes and hurried down to Maroondah.  In the 
Emergency Department my butt didn’t even get to sit on a seat as I was sent straight through into a 

Cubicle.  (I kid you not!  Emergency can be fast 
sometimes).  By this time I was feeling a bit 
concerned about what was going on as I felt 
OK generally.  Just really tired. 

During the next few hours I had blood tests, an 
ECG - all normal.  Then the CT scan with and 
without the Dye.  Lots of people peering into 
my eyes with lights and BP often.  They then 
admitted me to the Short Stay Unit for an 
overnight sleep because they wanted to 
observe me while they waited for the CT 
results which are done overnight in England. 
 (Australia does theirs during their night time!)   

Next morning after not much sleep, the results 
all came back normal and I hoed into 
breakfast.  (I wish they wouldn’t cut the crusts 
off the bread though!) and a nice cup of coffee. 
 A lady doctor came to discharge me saying I 
hadn’t had a Stroke or a bleed into the brain or 
didn’t seem to have anything serious, which 
was a relief. But they didn’t know what had 
happened to me. Mydriasis (or dilated pupils) 
can be caused by something as simple as a 
medication side-effect to something more 
serious such as brain trauma or nerve 
damage. 

She checked my eyes again and the pupil was still dilated, and then she mentioned that back in 
Ancient Roman times, the women used to put small amounts of Deadly Nightshade juice into their 
eyes to make their pupils enlarge, as they thought this looked quite attractive even if they couldn’t 
then see very well.  

And voila ! The penny dropped!  I had been pruning the Correa which was next to a Brugmansia – 
a lovely bright green large leaf tree of about 2 metres with pale yellow and pink pendulous trumpet-
shaped flowers. Brugmansia, often called Angels Trumpsets are in the same family as Deadly 
Nightshade — Solanaceae — and are similar to Datura.  They are quite poisonous but also do 
have helpful medicinal properties as I found out on Doctor Google. 

I’ve gleaned some more information from Wikipedia and add it in here, but suffice to say, the 
Brugmansia is going to have to come out as I have a 4 year old living next door and the tree is on 
our shared boundary. I only touched the leaves but the result was quite scary, to put it mildly.  Also 
it gave confusing symptoms to medical staff down at Maroondah, until the lovely Doctor solved the 
case, with my help!!   

So the moral of the story is make sure your Doctor has studied Roman History or is at the very 
least, a gardener!! 

Many thanks, Robbie Schuurman.  A very interesting article. 
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Brugmansia is a genus of seven species of flowering plants in the family Solanaceae.  They are 
woody trees or shrubs, with pendulous flowers, and have no spines on their fruit. Their large, 
fragrant flowers give them their common name of angel's trumpets, a name sometimes used for 
the closely related genus Datura. (Datura differ from Brugmansia in that they are herbaceous 
bushes, with erect rather than pendulous flowers - and most have spines on their fruit). 

Like many ornamental plants, all parts of Brugmansia can be toxic.  All seven species are known 
only in cultivation or as escapes from cultivation, and no wild plants have ever been confirmed. 
They are therefore listed as Extinct in the Wild by the IUCN Red List, although they are popular 
ornamental plants and still exist wild outside their native range as introduced species.  It is 
suspected that their extinction in the wild is due to the extinction of some animal which previously 
dispersed the seeds. 

Taken from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brugmansia 

MEMBERS PROFILE
Elaine Craig 

I lived in Caulfield South until I married Greg in 1976.  Although my parents were not gardeners, 
they liked to have an attractive garden, and by my late teens, the garden bed along the driveway 
was stunning in early spring, filled with azaleas, a couple of rhododendrons, a 50 year old white 
camellia and numerous huge mollis azaleas.  They also had a magnificent front buffalo lawn! 

My paternal grandparents, however, were gardeners, of the cottage type. My grandmother always 
had plants in jam jars on a windowsill, growing from ‘slips” My grandfather died when I was 3, but I 

have inherited several of his gardening books. I know that 
after WW1 and during the Depression, they grew most of 
their own vegetables. 

My maternal grandparents, on the other hand, just had a 
neat plain garden in Thornbury, although their fernery 
was impressive. 

Greg’s mother was a gardener, and although when we 
married, Greg had no interest, and didn’t know the 
difference between a rose and a geranium, things have 
certainly changed.  Our first home was a bush block in 
Tecoma, about 100 square metres, and had been burnt 
in the 1963 bushfires, so we had to clear it of many large 
pittosporum, piles of bulldozed logs, and weedy 
undergrowth.  It was hilly, rocky and treed with 
stringybarks.  We had to terrace it with the rocks, but 
there was not enough sun for fruit trees or vegetables.  
We planted azaleas, rhododendrons, camellias and tree 
ferns as well as daffodils, and mulched heavily. 

We lived there for 8 years, and when expecting our 
second child, we bought an adjoining block, but in a 
different street, of about 1 ¼ acres.  Once again it was 
very rocky (granite) treed, and very steep, dropping 100 

feet from the back to the road.  It also had to be cleared of rubbishy undergrowth, and even more 
extensively terraced.  The clothes line had its own terrace, as did the BBQ.  We planted over 50 
fruit trees, but we had a bad possum problem, and many were ringbarked or defoliated.  In an 
attempt to grow vegetables we built a large fenced and roofed vegetable garden, with a dual 
purpose of a cat cage.  But there still wasn’t enough sun, and the soil could have been better.  We 
once again planted camellias, and rhododendrons and tree ferns and in the 26 years we were 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datura
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horticulture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extinct_in_the_Wild
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_Red_List
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brugmansia
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there, they grew to maturity.  We continued to mulch heavily, and the garden area around the 
house had a watering system. 

By 2010, both children had moved out of home, and the house was too large, and the garden was 
taking too much time to maintain, especially when we returned home after our frequent long 
holidays, as Greg wanted to develop his other hobby interests.  We bought a battleaxe existing 
home of about 1000 square metres in Mount Evelyn, this time with no rock, virtually flat and no tall 
trees, therefore much more sunshine.  For some reason, we have no possum problem, and the soil 
is better.  The downside was that the garden was terrible; although it had one camellia, one 
satsuma plum which bore heavily, and 4 mature tall callistemon, the remainder of the garden was 
bordered along all fence lines with dozens of mature variegated pittosporums!  It took Greg a year 
of very solid work, he was retired, to grub them all out, after which we started to develop the 
garden as we wanted it. 

We planted the side of the driveway with 2 rows of trees, one of all types of citrus, limes, blood 
orange, ruby grapefruit amongst others.  The other row is fruit trees, 2 each of cherry, apricot, 
apple, pear, as well as peach, nectarine.  We also have 2 avocados, kiwifruit, kiwiberries, 
passionfruit, strawberries including alpines. raspberry, thornless blackberry, youngberry, thornless 
gooseberries, black, red and white currants, and 15 blueberry bushes.  For the past 2 seasons, 
these have born 30kg. We also grow many types of herbs.  

The vegetable beds are raised, and Greg grows lots from seed, and often these are heritage types. 
We also have asparagus, globe artichokes.  We net extensively, from Cup Day until the end of 
February.  We have one huge long net for the fruit trees along the drive, and another for the 
blueberries, which hangs from hooks under the spouting and over large blue poles, painted with 
Japanese and English words like wind, rain, family, friends.  These remain a permanent feature, as 
we try to make the vegetable and fruit areas attractive as possible.  I love found objects, the rustier 
the better, and we have lots of birdbaths and dishes. 

Flower wise, we have a daphne and lavender hedge, small camellias and some rhododendrons, 
lots of daffodils and Dutch iris, liliums, and clivias of many shades and shapes of orange, yellow 
and cream, bush food plants, 3 fragrant roses, native Australian pines in pots and species 
hydrangea. 

The long covered veranda also has many hanging baskets of zygo cactus and spider orchids, with 
drip system, and 3 huge hoyas.  The native Australian orchids are also naturalized and bloom well, 
as do the cymbidium orchids.  

The aim is for the garden to be productive, we eat seasonal, make our own pickled beetroot, freeze 
kilos of surplus fruit, make out own herb vinegars and oils using both lavender and rose amongst 
others.  This garden is much more productive than our 2 previous ones, less maintenance, but we 
have to be mindful of the size of the plants we grow. 

SURPRISING USES FOR SUNLIGHT SOAP 
THAT YOU’LL LOVE

It’s the solid yellow bar of soap that’s been taking the world by storm since it was first introduced in 
1884. Besides using it to wash hands, generations before us used sunlight soap to clean their 
clothes, wash their dishes and just about everything else. In case you didn’t know, here are five 
ingenious uses for sunlight soap. 
 
1. Wash pots and pans 
Place half a bar of soap in a cup in a plugged sink and fill entire sink with very hot water to lather 
soap up. Remove bar of soap and place on plate so you can access it with scrub brush. Now wash 
your dishes in the soapy water, using extra soap for stubborn spots. Rinse with hot water and dry. 
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2. Polish up aluminium taps, sinks and 
shower heads 
Dip steel wool in water and rub on 
sunlight soap until it lathers. Scrub 
aluminium fixtures until clean. Wash 
with water and wipe away excess water 
with cloth. 

3. Wash your hair 
Grate a couple of tablespoons of soap 
into a container and mix with hot water. 

4. Clean your clothes 
To make your own laundry powder, 
blend together 700g of grated soap, 
one cup of bicarb soda and couple 
drops of eucalyptus. Store in sealed air-tight container. To wash clothes, dissolve a teaspoon in 
half a cup of boiling water. 

5. Get rid of stubborn stains 
Got chocolate, wine or mud on your clothes? Pre-treat it with a good rub of the sunlight soap 
before it goes into the wash. It also works well for collars and cuffs of shirts and even on carpet 
stains. 

From website www.oversixty.com.au 

WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER 2018
1 AUGUST-30 SEPTEMBER: 
Heritage Fruits Society - Grafting Workshops, Fairfield.  John Pinniger of the Heritage Fruits 
Society will run a 'masterclass' in grafting for anyone who would like to improve their skills in - or 
learn the basics of - fruit tree grafting.  This will be hands-on.  It includes learning the reasons for, 
and the science of grafting, and then plenty of time to practice.  Budding will also be discussed, but 
winter is not the best time to do it.  You may not ever graft another tree, but we will discuss the 
reasons for grafting, when to graft and what to graft, so you understand why and when, and see 
examples of grafts.  We will concentrate on apples, but discuss a wide range of plants.  There is no 
cost, but the third hour of the three-hour session will be assistance with the grafting of Heritage 
Fruits Society’s trees, including potting, labelling, etc. (part learning, part application). 
Sessions will be in Fairfield, Vic in August/September. Please email 
heritagefruitssociety@gmail.com for dates. 

29-30 SEPTEMBER: 
Dandenong & District Orchid Club - Annual Orchid Show & Sales Event, The Paddy 
O’Donoghue Centre, 18-32 Buckley St, Noble Park.  Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm.  Entry adults 
$5, conc, $2, U16 free.  Great orchid show with many varieties and types of orchids.  Plants for 
sale and information on growing orchids available.  Parking in Buckley St or at rear of hall off 
Franks St. 
Maroondah Orchid Society - Spring Show, St Timothy’s Catholic School, 21 Stevens Rd, 
Vermont.  Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm. 

6 OCTOBER: 
Australasian Native Orchid Society (Melb. suburbs group) Inc 2018 Spring Show, Montrose 
Town Centre, 935 Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd, Montrose.  $3 entry.  An exciting and varied collection 
of Australasian orchids.  Plants for sale from 9.30am.  www.anos.com.au for more information. 

http://www.oversixty.com.au
mailto:heritagefruitssociety@gmail.com
http://www.anos.com.au
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6-7 OCTOBER: 
Ringwood orchid Society - Spring Show, Melba Secondary College Community Hall, Brentnall 
Rd, Croydon.  Sat & Sun 8.30am-4pm, $5 entry.  Sale of orchid bark, fertiliser and pot hangers.  
Potting demonstrations.  Devonshire teas.  Sunday only - have your (one) orchid repotted for free. 

9 OCTOBER: 
Victorian Iris Society - Early Show, Jean McKendry Neighbourhood Centre, 91-111 Melrose St, 
North Melbourne.  Contact Shirley senisbet@netspace.net.au 

13-14 OCTOBER: 
Gippsland Garden & Home Expo, Lardner Park Events Site, Burnt Store Rd, Warragul.  Sat & 
Sun 9am-4pm.  $5 entry, children free.  Over 150 displays and sales with over 40 nurseries.  Huge 
undercover areas and plenty of parking.  www.drouinlions.org.au/events/garden-home-expo/ 

20 OCTOBER: 
Mornington Community Garden Open Day, Pine Reserve, Mitchell St, Mornington.  $2 adults, 
children free.  Sale of seeds, seedlings, plants, 2nd hand books and DVD sales.  A self guided tour 
with a descriptive map around the beautiful, productive and inspirational 15 year old garden, 
planted and sustained by their membership and community. 

20-21 OCTOBER: 
Melbourne Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, Melbourne Growing Friends 30th 
Birthday Spring Plant Sale, Melbourne Royal Botanic Gardensm entire Gate E, Birdwood Ave.  
Sat10am-4pm, Sun 10am-3pm.  Free entry.  Catalogue will be available on the FBG Friends 
website www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org  about a week before the sale. 
Yarra Valley Orchid Society Spring Show, Seville Public Hall, Warburton Hwy, Seville.  $5 entry.  
Sat 8.30am-4pm, Sun 9am-3.30pm.  Contact 0403957225. 

27 OCTOBER: 
Preston Garden Club Annual Spring Show, Preston City Hall, cnr Gower & High Sts, Preston.  
Free entry.  Displays of cut flowers, roses, pot plants, floral art, vegetables and cooking.  
Devonshire teas and plant stalls.  Contact Bill 94780269. 

27-28 OCTOBER; 
Cactus and Succulent Society of Australia Succulent and Cacti Show plus huge plant sale, 
Mt Waverley Community Centre, Cnr Millers Cres & Stephensons Rd, Mt Waverley.  $7 entry, U15 
free.  Sellers & growers come together to offer their finest plants, give advice and answer your 
questions  Interesting, unusual and often hard to get plants for sale. 
Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Flower Festival, 100 Hilton Rd, Sassafras.  $5 entry, U14 
free.  Sat 12-4pm, Sun 10am-4pm.. Rhododendrons and azaleas, late spring bulbs and perennials.  
Guided walks of the 4 hectare garden.  Contact 97551882. 
Growing Friends Spring 2018 Plant Sales in the Gardens, Cranbourne Royal Botanic Gardens.  
Both days 10am-4pm.  Free entry.  Plant list available one week prior to sale at 
www.rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au 

Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners Inc
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 7 October 

2017
Held at Louise and Bernie Wilshaw’s house 

Present:   

Apologies received: Glenda Nicholson, Jan Byers 
Julie Kavanagh opened the meeting and welcomed all. 

mailto:senisbet@netspace.net.au
http://www.drouinlions.org.au/events/garden-home-expo/
http://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org
http://www.rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au
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Minutes of the 2016 AGM were read and accepted. 
Proposed: Bernie Wilshaw Seconded: Julie Groves 

President’s report 
Julie Kavanagh read her report of the year’s activities. (copy appended) 
Proposed:Vicki Power Seconded: Polly Ashburner 

Treasure’s and Secretary’s Report. 
Tine Grimston read the annual financial statement (copy appended). 
Proposed: Jill Farrow Seconded: Robin Arney 

Election of Office Bearers 
The president thanked the committee and declared all positions vacant. 
Judy Percy announced her resignation from the Committee and Julie thanked her for 
all her help over the years. 
Committee for 2017/2018 
President: Julie Kavanagh 
Secretary; Polly Ashburner 
Treasurer: Tine Grimston 
General Committee Members: Kathy Smalley, Louise Wilshaw, Joan O’Reilly, Julie 
Groves 

General Business 
Julie Kavanagh expressed her willingness to continue as newsletter editor 

Tine proposed that we change our financial year to go from January to December. 
Consequently, this years’ fees just paid will last until December 2018. 
All agreed. Proposed: Lurline Carroll Seconded: Joan O’Reilly 
Hanging Basket Competition: 
The Prize for best texture was won by our entry this year, created by Julie and Tine. 
Julie urged someone else to take on the Club’s entry for 2018, but no-one was 
interested in taking up the challenge. 
Thank you letters: 
Robin Arney agreed to continue writing these, assisted by Marie Boniface and 
Lurline Carroll 
Julie Kavanagh initiated a discussion about travel distances, prompted by the 
disappointing attendance at a couple of our meetings during the year, notably the 
Cranbourne Botanic Gardens and The RHS Gardener’s Day out. 
There was the suggestion of a bus, but enquiries have been made about his in the 
past, and it is very difficult to organise. 
Julie Groves mentioned that her husband can drive a bus. 
Vicki Power said that the Bendigo Bank have a community bus, and Julie Kavanagh 
asked her to follow up on the availability of this on a Saturday 
It was suggested that we could organise a bus once a year for a trip to the 
Mornington Peninsula.  It has been accepted that the committee has looked into hiring a bus many 
times and it resulted in being too expensive.  The committee have decided if a member of the 
group would like to organise it, that would be good.   
Tine thanked everyone for the prompt payment of fees this year. 
Julie Kavanagh thanked everyone for coming and the meeting closed. 

FIRST MEETING OF DIBBLE AND HOE
The following letter started the group 25 years ago. 

On the 10th September, 1973, myself and a group of friends gathered with the intention of forming 
a ‘Cottage Garden Club’ in the Yarra Valley and Mountain District of Victoria.  Scattered throughout 
our state are a small group of people whose only connection with club interests are through (would 
you believe); Sue Perkins, Meadow Bath, NSW who established a Cottage Garden Club in 
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approximately May 1992.  Situated in the Blue Mountains, Sue has kindly supplied me with a club 
newsletter and literature to date.  They now have 400+ members. 

Noreen Warren of Wandin who spoke on native flowers and plants, was our guest speaker at our 
inaugural get together.  Enjoyed by all, we also welcomed Emma of Cheltenham our youngest 
member. 

The forthcoming club meeting to be held on Saturday 5th February welcomes all interested and to 
the nitty gritty of forming an executive body.  Naturally any volunteers for these committee positions 
would be much appreciated. 

Well, heres hoping for a great day and an enthusiastic turn up.  Any friends you know who may be 
invested, bring them along.  If you are unable to attend, but would like to become involved, do not 
hesitate to phone me or drop in. 

Here’s flowering, 
Jo Tilton. 
PS  Dick the cat has offered his services as treasurer (not to be trusted - thought to have a Swiss 
bank account). 
Coffee cups and luncheon plate to share would be appreciated.

MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE DUE AT OCTOBER MEETING  

Membership is due for renewal before the December 2018 meeting.  

Your may also wish to pay $20 for the Christmas function at the Paradise Valley Hotel on  
Saturday 1 December 2018 (More details in future newsletters). Please have this money in 
a named envelope. 

The fees will remain at $20, however those members who wish to receive a printed copy 
of the newsletter will need to either provide 10 stamps, or pay an extra $10 to cover the 
cost of postage. 

Tine will collect fees and ‘print copy’ supplements at the October meeting.  
The correct money should be in a named envelope.  
Other payment methods are:  
 • Deposit in our Westpac Bank account (be sure to include your name as the reference so 
I know who the payment is from) Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners BSB 033039 account 
630377 
 • You can send a cheque or money order made out to Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners to: 
Tine Grimston 4 Crimea Close Rowville Vic 3178 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held at 1pm on 6 October, 2018.  
Agenda:  
1. Confirmation of 2017 Annual General Meeting minutes  
2. President’s and Secretary’s Report   
3. Treasurer’s report and presentation of financial statement  
4. Election of Office Bearers.  
5. General business. 
Only financial members are eligible to vote.  

Nominations for Office Bearers:  
As per rules, all positions will become vacant. Nomination forms will be available at the 
AGM.  

Nominations for any position must be received by the committee before 6 October.  
Please contact tinegrimston@gmail.com or 9752 9897.  

Positions are: · President · Secretary · Treasurer · Up to 4 general committee members.
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