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Hi Everyone, 

On Friday 17 August, I was 
fortunate to visit one of our 
members, Robbie Schuurman’s 
home and garden with Tine and 
Liz.  Many members visited 
Robbie’s place then went for 
lunch at the Chirnside Park 
Country Club in August 2017.  
Everyone told me how much they 
enjoyed this day and now I can 
see why.   

Robbie’s garden is like going into 
a secret garden, with something 
different around every corner.  
Found out one fact -Robbie loves 
succulents.  I know that many of our members over the last ten years have introduced 
these plants between their natives and annual seedlings.  Maureen Lucas mentions them 
in her monthly column in Victorian Seniors paper this month. 

The sun was shining and as it wasn’t a windy day, it was delightful walking around looking 
at plants and getting cuttings from many salvias and succulents.  Thanks Robbie. 

Today (Saturday), it has been cold and wet, with sunny patches in between the rain.  But I 
have been able to weed and put some fertiliser around some of the garden as I have a few 
annuals and salvias flowering.  Hope that you have found time to start your spring 
gardening. 

In this edition, we have a few recipes from Robbie Schuurman for warm winter soups.  We 
all had a great time at the August meeting at Tine’s house and we admired all her rusted 
tins.  We now have the secret in this newsletter. 

And the AGM is in October this year.  As always, we ask people to think about whether 
they would like to join the committee.  All positions will be opened for elections.  Would you 
like to be president, secretary or treasurer?  Please think about this as the current 
members have been doing the job for over ten years. 

Hope to see many of you at the September meeting.   

Happy gardening, 
Cheers, Julie 

Dibble and Hoe Cottage Gardeners Inc
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2018 COMMITTEE 
  
 President   Julie Kavanagh  0408122780 
 Minutes Secretary  Polly Ashburner  97567342 
 Treasurer   Tine Grimston   0466285542 
 Newsletter Editor  Julie Kavanagh  0408122780 
 Committee:   Kathy Smalley   97618251 
     Julie Groves   97231762 
     Joan O’Reilly   97352502 
     Louise Wilshaw  97379875 

SEPTEMBER 2018 MEETING
WHEN: Saturday 1 September 2018 

WHERE: Joy Croft’s garden, 366 Old Healesville Road, Yarra Glen (the chocolate factory   
  road).  Beautiful country garden on approximately 40 acres.  Plenty of parking 

TIME:  10.30 am for morning coffee and catch up and to look at the garden. 

WHAT TO BRING: Cup and chair 

LUNCH: Louise & Bernie Wilshaw’s,  283 Monbulk Road, Silvan 

WHAT TO BRING: Cup, chair and PLATE TO SHARE    

Afterwards down to Hewitts Bulbs, corner Queens Rd and Monbulk.  Tim will be available for 
friendly advice and purchase is possible with a very wide range. 
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AUGUST 2018 MEETING

The sun was shining on Saturday 4 August for our 
succulent and seedling planting day.  Tine and Wayne 

had organised tables in their garage to work on but we didn’t venture into that area until we had our 
morning tea and a tour of the lovely gardens.  Tine and Wayne had only been home from holidays 
for a week before we visited, but the garden was a treat to look at.  Many members talked about 
ideas that they had gleamed from this garden. 

As suggested in the 
newsletter, members 
had visited op shops 
and had come with 
many different 
shapes and sizes of 
containers.  Joan 
discovered that she 
had sleepers at 
home with moss 
growing over them, 
so her son had 
sawed a piece for 
her to bring.  You will 
see that in the 

photograph above with her succulents nestled in a hole that had been made for this purpose. 

Thank you Louise for the minestrone soup and Polly’s husband Fuzzy (alias Stuart) who drove 
from Monbulk to Rowville with pumpkin soup as Polly was not at all well.  Sitting around tables 
inside and on the verandah, people talked and laughed for a few hours. 

Thank you Tine and Wayne for allowing us to use you house at such short notice. 
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RECIPE
MOROCCAN SPICED CHICKPEA SOUP 

  
INGREDIENTS 
¼ cup extra-virgin olive oil, plus more for garnish 
1 large onion, medium diced 
6-8 cloves garlic, pressed 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1 teaspoon ground cumin 
1/8 teaspoon cayenne pepper 
1 heaped teaspoon sweet paprika 
2 (400 gram) cans chopped tomatoes 
3 (400 gram) cans chickpeas, drained and rinsed well 
1 quart (4 cups) vegetable broth or chicken broth – I used less 
1 teaspoon sugar 
Freshly ground black pepper and salt to taste 
160 gram package pre-washed baby spinach 

DIRECTIONS 
Heat olive oil in a large pot over medium-high heat. Add onion and garlic and saute until the onions 
begin to turn translucent. Lower heat if browning starts to occur. Add spices and saute a minute or 
so. Add tomatoes, chickpeas, broth and sugar. Season with a couple pinches of salt and 10 grinds 
fresh pepper. Stir well. Chickpeas should be just covered with liquid. If level is shy, add some water 
so the chickpeas are just covered. 
Bring to a simmer, then lower heat to low and gently simmer for 45 minutes. 
Remove soup from heat. Use a potato masher to mash up some of the chickpeas right in the pot. 
Stir in the spinach and let heat through until wilted, just a couple of minutes. 
Season again to taste, with salt and pepper. 

COCONUT, SWEET POTATO AND SPINACH SOUP 
  
INGREDIENTS 
2 tablespoons butter 
500 gram (1lb) sweet potatoes, diced 
1 onion, chopped 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 
1 teaspoon grated ginger 
1 tablespoon medium curry paste 
600  ml (1 pint) vegetable stock 
220 ml (7.5 fl oz) coconut milk 
juice of 1 lime 
¼ teaspoon dried crushed chillies 
185 gram (6 oz) spinach, shredded 
salt and black pepper 
  
DIRECTIONS 
Melt butter in a large pan, fry potatoes, onion, garlic, ginger and curry paste on a medium-high heat 
for 5 minutes until lightly golden. 
Add stock, coconut milk, lime juice and chilli. Bring to the boil, reduce heat, cover and simmer for 
15 minutes, until potatoes are tender. 
Remove from heat and set aside to cool. In a food processor, puree half the soup. Return puree to 
the pan, stir to combine, add spinach and cook for 1-2 minutes, until spinach has just wilted and 
soup has heated through.  Preparation time 20 minutes; Cooking time 30 minutes 
Season to taste.  SERVES 4. 
Thank you for these recipes, Robbie Schuurman. 
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POTS OF IDEAS FOR AZALEA ENTHUSIASTS
At a recent garden club meeting a member asked me what to do about her azaleas, which were all 
dying on her.  They have grown for many years in the same spot in the ground and this is the first 
year that she has had trouble with them.  She loves these plants and doesn’t want to lose them.   

Unfortunately, this year our summer has been very dry and azaleas do like regular rainfall. 
I know she has been watering them, but tap water doesn’t have the same properties as newly 
fallen rain, so that could be one of the problems.  If the weather was extra hot, that could be 
enough to tip them over the edge.  If it is true - and who can doubt it - that global warming is 
actually happening then we may all have to rethink what we can grow in our gardens. 

Over the last few years, since the big drought, I’ve changed the bulk of our garden over to tough 
hardy plants, like succulents, bromeliads, roses, camellias, pelargoniums and natives.  We still 
have a beautiful garden, but without the hassle.  If the plants you now grow are on the edge of their 
suitable growing environment it might be wise to change to something hardier.  

We all want to grow something that we 
love - but often it may not really suit our 
growing environment.  How can we do 
this?   

I urged my friend to consider buying 
azaleas flowering in pots during the 
season and then discarding them when 
they have reached their ‘use by’ date.  
She said that would be too expensive and 
wasteful.  Plants are very cheap these 
days compared to the amount of work and 
effort that goes into producing them.  A 
couple of good bottles of wine would cost 
the same as a reasonably sized azalea in 
a pot.  Three or four visits to the coffee 
shop would equate to the same amount. 

If you thing of it in those terms you can 
have what you love and not feel guilty 
about it.  The other advantage if you leave 
your plants in pots is that you can move 
them around where you want them. 

The Victorian Senior  August 2018 
Bloomin’ beautiful is written by Maureen Lucas  

SPRAY TO MAKE METAL THINGS GO RUSTY
Tine has used this to make food cans, cake tins, signs etc. go rusty quite quickly.  She likes to use 
"rusty" things in craft projects around the garden. 

4 parts white vinegar, 1 part hydrogen peroxide (3%), 1/2 part of salt 

Mix in spray bottle and spray several coats  (other blogs suggest first degreasing the item)  
The spray bottle working parts will also rust - so use a disposable one - or paint it on with a paint 
brush.  This website explains the process in detail and gives safety advice. 
http://www.instructables.com/id/Produce-a-Rich-Rust-Patina-on-Iron-and-Steel-Safe/step5/Rust-
the-Metal/ 
Tine 

http://www.instructables.com/id/Produce-a-Rich-Rust-Patina-on-Iron-and-Steel-Safe/step5/Rust-the-Metal/
http://www.instructables.com/id/Produce-a-Rich-Rust-Patina-on-Iron-and-Steel-Safe/step5/Rust-the-Metal/
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ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS FUNDING BOOST
On Friday 22 June, the Hon. Lily D'Ambrosio, Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate 
Change and Minister for Suburban Development, announced a funding boost of $27.1 million over 
five years to revitalise Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, plus ongoing support after that of $5 million 
per year. We were thrilled by this surprise which took place during our staff recognition ceremony, 
celebrating the longevity and dedication of our long-
serving team. 

“This uplift will begin a transformation of our state’s 
largest and much loved Botanic Gardens. We will add 
to these beautiful landscapes, new digital 
interpretation, tours, public art and exhibitions, greater 
access to our scientific knowledge and many more 
ways for our visitors to connect with nature,” said 
Professor Tim Entwisle, Director and Chief Executive 
of Royal Botanic Garden’s Victoria. “Just as 
importantly, it will improve the quality of our paths, 
infrastructure and the stunning views across our lakes 
at both Melbourne and Cranbourne.” 

This generous support will also enable the Gardens to undertake scoping steps toward developing 
a world-first Nature and Science Precinct. The precinct at Melbourne Gardens aims to promote 
public health and community wellbeing, and advance tourism and economic benefits for the state 
of Victoria, by involving the public more deeply in understanding nature for climate readiness and a 
better quality of life. 

The government’s investment is expected to lift the annual number of visitors to the gardens from 
1.9 million to 2.3 million visitors a year by 2023.  Eighteen jobs will be created. 

The historic Botanic Gardens were established in 1846 by Lieutenant Governor Charles La Trobe.  
In 1958, Queen Elizabeth II bestowed the ‘Royal’ prefix on the Gardens. 

From website rbg.vic.gov.au and The Victorian Senior 

WATTLE DAY - 1 SEPTEMBER
Since 1992 National Wattle Day has been 1 September in all of Australia's States and Territories. 
Before then, Australians in different States celebrated wattle day on different days In July, August 
and September whenever the wattles were at their blooming best locally. 

Wattles have long had special meanings for Australians and in 1988 the Golden Wattle (Acacia 
pycnantha) was officially gazetted as Australia's national floral emblem. 

Why do we celebrate Wattle Day? 
▪ Wattle is our national floral emblem. It is a symbol that comes directly from our land; 
▪ Wattle is Australian and represents us all. Unlike other national days, National Wattle Day 

excludes no one; 
▪ Like our people, wattle has great diversity (with more than 1,200 species) and resilience; 
▪ Wattle welcomes in the spring and is among the first plants to regenerate after fire, 

reminding us of the importance of renewal as it paints our national colours across our land; 
and 

▪ Wattle is a unifying symbol for all Australians. There is no other symbol that says so much 
about us and our land, Australia. 

▪ Wattle is a symbol of Australia and Australians. 

http://rbg.vic.gov.au
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BOOK REVIEW
Dreamscapes : inspiration and beauty in gardens near and far by Claire 
Takacs. 

Dreamscapes is a stunning collection of over sixty of the 
world's most beautiful gardens from across the globe, 
photographed by internationally renowned and awarded 
photographer Claire Takacs. Dreamscapes includes 
gardens designed by well-known designers such as 
Brandon Tyson, Paul Bangay, and Spanish designer 
Fernando Martos among others, with photographed 
locations including Australia, New Zealand, UK, USA, 
Europe and Asia. This book will astound and delight you 
with the diversity and creativity of the gardens featured, 
all portrayed at that rare moment when they are at their 
most stunning. 

Iconic gardens included are the stunning Welsh garden 
Dyffryn Fernant; Australia's Cloudehill; Martha Stewart's 
private garden, Skylands; the beautiful Edwardian idyll of 
Bryan's Ground in Herefordshire; the former home of 
Vita Sackville-West, Long Barn in Kent; the naturalistic 
French garden of Le Jardin Plume in Normandy; Piet 
Oudolf's Hummelo in the Netherlands; Hermannshof in 
Germany at the forefront of planting design; and 
Kenrokuen one of Japan's most beautiful public gardens.

Claire Takacs is an Australian photographer who loves to capture the beauty and essence of 
gardens and landscapes around the world, particularly while working with light. She sees gardens 
often as works of art and believes in their ever increasing importance in our daily lives. Her work is 
widely published in magazines internationally, including Gardens Illustrated,  Garden Design, 
House & Garden, Country Style and Morning Calm. She has contributed to several books and her 
first solo book, Dreamscapes, ironically 70 of her favourite gardens internationally has been 
published by Hardie Grant Oct 2017. She won the Inaugural International Garden Photographer of 
the Year Award in 2008 and each year continues to be recognised in the industry for her 
work.  Claire is currently based in Melbourne for the summer and autumn of 2017 working on her 
next book, before returning to the US and UK in Spring 2018. 

Claire was also the photographer that Jeremy Francis used in is book Cloudehill : a year in the 
garden. 

BELEURA HOUSE & GARDEN
Beleura is a fascinating place that sets the scene of bygone days and of an important family who 
lived here.  Situated on the Mornington Peninsula, and well worth a visit as the house is an 
exploration in history and fabulous stories of visitors such as Dame Nellie Melba, the garden is the 
highlight for me. 

We have all heard of the J.C. Williamson Theatre Company led by George Tallis.  From 1916 
through the 1920’s and beyond, he was head of one of the largest entertainment businesses in the 
world, and Beleura was built in the 1860’s as the summer home for George and his wife.  John 
Tallis, their son, lived in Beleura, and in time the informal garden of his parents was transformed 
using Italian design features such as clipped hedges and different ‘rooms’ for visitors to wander in.  
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He wanted to create the ‘Italian Paradise Garden’, and as Anthony Knight, Director, says in his 
book Beleura to create ‘magic of a great Italian garden that depends on chiaroscuro effect of a 
moment of time’.  In other words, sunlight and shadows were and still are all important, as well as a 
romance of luxury of plant growth that could border on dishevelment,  It does have this wonderful 
effect. 

The series of rooms move from the formal grass area with a pool and sculpture of Boy with a 
Dolphin.  This was designed as a theatre area for performers and entertainment.  From here, yew 
trees and pencil pine flank the Italian walk, with the Palm Garden displaying fine Cabbage Palms.  
A beautiful little temple with cast iron pillars and brass dome is just perfect in the Temple Garden 
Setting. 

An area that I love is the Folly with its ruins and Roman columns and fragments that remind visitors 
of Rome.  Here and there are lovely little surprises, such as ancient Garrya elliptica, the silk tassle 
tree, thought to be the oldest introduced plant in the garden.  A peaceful moment is to be had in the 
Japanese Style garden. 

The garden takes care and high maintenance to keep it looking inviting and is taken care of by a 
gardening staff of four, and twelve regular volunteer guides.  New projects are diligently carried out, 
the vegetable garden is a triumph, with its ‘Knot garden’ of golden privet, lavender and citrus. 

Taking time in these gardens is vital, inviting visitors for a peaceful meander, catching the play of 
sunlight and thinking of the original family is important.  Stop to smell the roses, and be grateful 
that such a house and garden was gifted to the people of Victoria by John Tallis.  How fortunate we 
are. 

Beleura, Mornington, a Theatre of the Past, by Anthony Knight, is a book that tells the story of the 
house and garden. 

Written by Jane Edmanson, Patron of the RHSV, in the Winter 2018 edition of Royal Horticulture 
Society of Victoria Gardeners’ Gazette. 

Visit the Beleura website beleura.org.au and dates are indicated.  Most of the visiting days are 
midweek.  All tickets are prepaid $42, concession $39, tea/coffee and shortbread are served to 
guests on arrival and for those with us the whole day a light lunch is served between the House & 
Garden tours. 

http://beleura.org.au
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WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER 2018
1 AUGUST-30 SEPTEMBER: 
Heritage Fruits Society - Grafting Workshops, Fairfield.  John Pinniger of the Heritage Fruits 
Society will run a 'masterclass' in grafting for anyone who would like to improve their skills in - or 
learn the basics of - fruit tree grafting.  This will be hands-on.  It includes learning the reasons for, 
and the science of grafting, and then plenty of time to practice.  Budding will also be discussed, but 
winter is not the best time to do it.  You may not ever graft another tree, but we will discuss the 
reasons for grafting, when to graft and what to graft, so you understand why and when, and see 
examples of grafts.  We will concentrate on apples, but discuss a wide range of plants.  There is no 
cost, but the third hour of the three-hour session will be assistance with the grafting of Heritage 
Fruits Society’s trees, including potting, labelling, etc. (part learning, part application). 
Sessions will be in Fairfield, Vic in August/September. Please email 
heritagefruitssociety@gmail.com for dates. 

30 AUGUST-9 SEPTEMBER: 
Kyneton Daffodil and Arts Festival, Dancing with daffodils.  So much to do and see.  You’ll find 
details on the website http://www.kynetondaffodilarts.org.au. 

8-9 SEPTEMBER: 
Ferny Creek Horticultural Society - Spring Show, 100 Hilton Rd, Sassafras.  Sat 12-4pm, Sun 
10am-4pm.  Entry $5, U14 free.  Refreshments, light luncheons, sausage sizzle, ample free 
parking.  Free guided walks of the 4 hectare garden. 
Ripponlea & Bonsai Society of Vic - Bonsai Exhibition, Ballroom, Ripponlea Estate, 192 
Hotham St, Elsternwick.  Entry fees apply.  An amazing display of wonderful bonsai in the beautiful 
ballroom.  Bonsai demonstrations, guided tours and an opportunity to purchase a bonsai will be 
available. 

15-16 SEPTEMBER: 
Werribee Orchid Club - Spring Orchid Show, Sales and Photography Competition, Italian 
Sports Club, 601 Heaths Rd, Werribee.  Sat 9am-4pm, Sun 10am-2pm.  Entry $5 adults. 

15 SEPTEMBER-14 OCTOBER: 
Tulip Festival, Tesselaar Gardens, 10am-5pm, 357 Silvan Rd, Silvan.$28, conc $24. 

22 SEPTEMBER: 
Melbourne Clivia Group Expo, St Scholastica’s Community Centre, 384 Burwood Hwy, Burwood.  
Entry $2.  Propagation demonstrations, exciting new varieties in show, plant sales, clivia auction, 
raffles.  Parking on Starling St. 

22-23 SEPTEMBER: 
North East Melbourne Orchid Society Orchid Show, Bulleen Heights School, Manningham 
Campus, 221 Manningham Rd, Lower Templestowe, Sat 9am-4pm, Sun 10am-4pm, entry $4, 
children under 15 free.  Refreshments available.  Contact Peter 0418110345 
Yea Garden Expo, Saleyard Surrounds, Flat Lead Road, Yea, 10am-4pm, $5 entry, kids free. 
www.yeagardenexpo.com.au 

25 SEPTEMBER: 
Bentleigh Garden Club Spring Show, St John’s Church Hall, Cnr Tucker & Centre Rds, 
Bentleigh. 
29-30 SEPTEMBER: 
Dandenong & District Orchid Club - Annual Orchid Show & Sales Event, The Paddy 
O’Donoghue Centre, 18-32 Buckley St, Noble Park.  Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm.  Entry adults 
$5, conc, $2, U16 free.  Great orchid show with many varieties and types of orchids.  Plants for 
sale and information on growing orchids available.  Parking in Buckley St or at rear of hall off 
Franks St. 
Maroondah Orchid Society - Spring Show, St Timothy’s Catholic School, 21 Stevens Rd, 
Vermont.  Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm. 

mailto:heritagefruitssociety@gmail.com
http://www.kynetondaffodilarts.org.au
http://www.yeagardenexpo.com.au
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WORKSHOPS AT CLOUDEHILL
Members $39, non members $49.  Workshops run for approximately 1 1/2 hours.  To make a 
workshop booking, call the Diggers Garden Shop on 03 9751 0584.  Cloudehill Nursery, 89 
Olinda-Monbulk Rd, Olinda.  https://www.diggers.com.au/our-gardens/cloudehill/
workshops/  

2 SEPTEMBER: 
Success with tomatoes, 10.30am-12 noon.  With so many tomatoes to choose from, join Seed 
Manager, Jac Semmler, to navigate the joys of heroic heirloom tomatoes and prepare for a bumper 
crop this summer. 
Seed sowing for spring, 1pm-2.30pm.  Learn about the importance of open-pollinated and 
heirloom seeds and how to successfully sow them for a bumper spring harvest. 

15 SEPTEMBER: 
Permaculture for beginners, 1pm-2.30pm.  Learn about permaculture and its principles so that 
you can implement them at home and design your own permaculture paradise. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE DUE AT OCTOBER MEETING  

Membership is due for renewal before the December 2018 meeting.  

Your may also wish to pay $20 for the Christmas function at the Paradise Valley Hotel on  
Saturday 1 December 2018 (More details in future newsletters). Please have this money in 
a named envelope. 

The fees will remain at $20, however those members who wish to receive a printed copy 
of the newsletter will need to either provide 10 stamps, or pay an extra $10 to cover the 
cost of postage. 

Tine will collect fees and ‘print copy’ supplements at the October meeting.  
The correct money should be in a named envelope.  
Other payment methods are:  
 • Deposit in our Westpac Bank account (be sure to include your name as the reference so 
I know who the payment is from) Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners BSB 033039 account 
630377 
 • You can send a cheque or money order made out to Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners to: 
Tine Grimston 4 Crimea Close Rowville Vic 3178 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held at 1pm on 6 October, 2018.  
Agenda:  
1. Confirmation of 2017 Annual General Meeting minutes  
2. President’s and Secretary’s Report   
3. Treasurer’s report and presentation of financial statement  
4. Election of Office Bearers.  
5. General business. 
Only financial members are eligible to vote.  

Nominations for Office Bearers:  
As per rules, all positions will become vacant. Nomination forms will be available at the 
AGM.  

Nominations for any position must be received by the committee before 6 October.  
Please contact tinegrimston@gmail.com or 9752 9897.  

Positions are: · President · Secretary · Treasurer · Up to 4 general committee members.

https://www.diggers.com.au/our-gardens/cloudehill/workshops/
https://www.diggers.com.au/our-gardens/cloudehill/workshops/
mailto:tinegrimston@gmail.com
mailto:tinegrimston@gmail.com
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GETTING OLDER
Well I must be getting older 

And I don't know who to blame 
All the words now have new meanings 
Though they still sound just the same. 

And I was so good at English 
Now I get the words all wrong 

cause when I put them in a sentence 
it’s just like they don't belong. 

Like, when a bloke was really happy 
it used to be ok to say “He's gay” 
a “Rap” was how you hit a door 

And Hi! just meant gidday. 

“Grass” was grown upon your lawn 
We used a "Pot" to cook a stew 

A “Score” was what your team made 
And a "Dope" meant silly you 

A “Dyke” that was just a little dam 
A “Poof” a puff of smoke 

and “Bread” was flour and water 
Now if you've got none well your broke 

And “Cactus” was a prickly plant 
But now it means you’re dead 

a “Joint” was an old run down shack 
A place to rest your weary head. 

 “Acid” was something we used 
in Chemistry at school 

and winter was the only time 
that we could say we’re “Cool”. 

A “Trip” meant falling over 
when we tangled up our feet 

And lollies were the only thing 
that we could say were “Sweet”. 

A “Camp” was just a little tent 
set up out in the scrub. 

We only “Stuffed” our chickens 
and food was our only “Grub”. 

If someone had a bit of luck 
we’d say that's really slick 

now when something’s great mate 
well they say it’s “fully sick”. 

And we put “ice” into our eskies 
just to cool our beer and rum 

and the only "Smack" I ever got 
was on me bloody bum. 

People stopped you in the street 
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to talk about the weather 

now when you ask a question 
the kids simply say “Whatever”. 

Well I’ve tried to understand it 
It's progress I've been told 

But I really have to face it mate 
Gees I must be getting old. 

By Bob Pacey, 65, who is Rockhampton region’s best-known bush poet. He has a verse stored in 
his memory for just about every occasion. 

WHAT YOUR BIRTH FLOWER SAYS ABOUT YOU
We’re used to hearing about our horoscopes and birth stones, but did you know you also have a 
birth flower? As it turns out, your blossom says a lot about you. Take a look at your birth flower 
here – you might be surprised at how accurate it is. 

1. January – carnation.  You’re creative, driven and always open to new things – traits which make 
you a great problem solver. The carnation represents love, passion, fascination and distinction. 

2. February – violet. These purple blooms symbolise loyalty and faithfulness. Those closest to you 
consider you to be incredibly reliable and trustworthy and know a secret is always safe with you. 

3. March – daffodil.  You’re generous and affectionate and you hold happiness, respect and 
friendship in high regard. This bright blossom is synonymous with spring, meaning you always 
welcome new beginnings. 

4. April – sweet pea.  April babies are known for being great at adapting to new situations and 
move on from tough ones. The sweet pea represents your willingness to embrace change, renewal 
and reinvention. 

5. May – lily of the valley.  Like these sweet yet understated blooms, you’re humble, unpretentious 
and down-to-earth. Lily of the valley represents humility, chastity, sweetness and a return to 
happiness. 

6. June – rose.  Do things always seem to work out for you? You’re probably a rose. Naturally 
lucky, passionate and affectionate, June babies are also sincere and always grateful. 

7. July – water lily.  These majestic water dwellers are just as sweet, classy and joyful as the 
people they describe. July babies can be a little fickle, but they generally have a happy nature. 

8. August – poppy.  You’re a dreamer, often finding yourself lost in your imagination. You can tend 
to be unfocused at times, but you’re also strong, self-assured, passionate and moral. 

9. September – morning glory.  You don’t believe in keeping your feelings bottled up. September 
babies wear their hearts on their sleeves, fall in love easily are deeply emotional, affectionate and 
never do things half-heartedly. 

10. October – marigold.  Just like the hue of these bright blossoms, you’re incredibly warm. 
Everything you do, you do it fiercely, with devotion, elegance and grace. 

11. November – chrysanthemum.  You light up every room you walk into with your cheerful nature, 
lust for life and compassion, making you the friend everyone wants to have. 
12. December – poinsettia.  There’s a reason why this vibrant flower represents the festive season! 
December babies always bring cheer and celebration, making them the life of the party. 

Taken from website oversixty.com.au

http://oversixty.com.au

