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Hi Everyone,
As Michael and I will be away in May and June, I have decided to publish three months of
events in the one newsletter. I will remind people through email and snail mail of what is
happening in July in the later part of June 2018.
Kathy, Tine, Wayne, Michael and myself had a
wonderful day at the Melbourne International Flower
and Garden Show. It was a warm autumn day with a
gentle breeze blowing every now and again. As I
anticipated, really enjoyed the Achievable Gardens
built by the students. This year these small gardens
were all about being practical but also visually
interesting. For ease of viewing the baskets this year,
the form work had been lowered so that the level of
the baskets were eye level to people. Being short, I
much preferred this method!
Our gardens have experienced another incredibly dry
month. And we are all waiting for some rain. When
we visited Lurline’s garden, the first thing I had to
comment on was that there had been extensive
watering done. The garden looked lush and inviting.
In this newsletter, Alison has written about her adventures with cats and has contributed
another member’s profile. Thank you Jill Farrow for your article about what you are
achieving in your garden. I really appreciate it when members contribute to this
newsletter.
In the next three/four months, many of our members are travelling overseas - have you
thought about writing an article about a garden you have seen? Please take a photograph
or two and forward it to me so that everyone can enjoy your travels.
Also a warm welcome to our newest member, Elaine Craig. Elaine has lived in and around
the hills for many many years. I am sure that we will have her profile for your to read very
soon.
Happy gardening,
Cheers,
Julie

April 2018

2 of 12

Volume 18 No 3

President
Minutes Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Committee:

2018 COMMITTEE
Julie Kavanagh
Polly Ashburner
Tine Grimston
Julie Kavanagh
Kathy Smalley
Julie Groves
Joan O’Reilly
Louise Wilshaw

0408122780
97567342
0466285542
0408122780
97618251
97231762
97352502
97379875

MAY 2018 MEETING
WHEN:

Saturday 7 April 2018

WHERE:

Adrian & Maria Anderson, 377A Cambridge Rd, Montrose. Melways Map 52 D5.
When you enter the property, please veer to the left for parking.

TIME:

10.30am

The meeting will start with morning tea and a chat. Adrian and Maria will accompany us on our
wanderings around their garden. After the stroll, sit down and enjoy your lunch.
WHAT TO BRING:

Cup,chair and picnic lunch

The hanging basket entered into this year’s MIFGS is being raffled during lunch. Please remember
to bring small change.
The afternoon is left to your own desires. There are three incredible nurseries to visit:The Home of Garden Lovers, 136 York Rd, Mt Evelyn http://hogl.com.au. This nursery offers
high quality plants, giftware, garden accessories and pots. They are the retail outlet for Yarra View
Nursery, a premium wholesale nursery that also provides supported employment and training
opportunities for adults with a disability.
Mt Evelyn Garden Centre, 126 York Rd, Mt Evelyn http://mtevelyngardencentre.com.au. They
carry a wide assortment of plants, gardening products, giftware, furniture, pots, statues and our
own florist. Their aim is to provide quality plants and products and most importantly customer
service.
Kuranga Native Nursery and Paperbark Cafe, 118 York Rd, Mt Evelyn http://
www.kuranga.com.au. Browse through their huge range of Australian native plants and wander
through their inspirational gift shop. Afternoon tea in the cafe is always a great idea.
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JUNE 2018 MEETING
WHEN:

16 June 2018

WHERE:

Gardeners Day Out 2018, Rushden Theatre, Deakin University Campus, Burwood
Highway, Burwood. Medway Map 61 B5 then look at Map X877.

TIME:

9.30am

Guest speakers this year are:Jane Edmanson - Jane brings a lifetime of experience and knowledge on all forms of gardening.
She is a noted horticulturist, author, gardening media personality, garden tour leader, promoter of
community gardening and a garden activist. Jane is a regular presenter on Gardening Australia
and presented the 3AW gardening program for years.
Attila Kapitany - Attila is noted authority on cacti and succulents and has travelled widely
throughout the world following this passion. He has developed the public awareness of Australian
succulents and was featured in a recent Australian stamp release.
Stephen Ryan - Stephen is a noted nurseryman, plant specialist, gardening media personality and
garden writer. He is also a great promoter of gardening in the community. He is a past presenter
of Gardening Australia and a sought after garden speaker. He has a great interest and knowledge
of rare and unusual plants.
There will be a large number of niche vendors with unusual plants and allied goods.
Entry is $15. A light lunch is available for $15 and must be pre-ordered. Electronic payment to
BSB 033000 Account 800316. Note your name in the comments. Cheques can be sent to Hon.
RHSV Secretary, 133 Underbank Boulevard, Bacchus Marsh 3340. More information phone
Jennifer on 03 5367 6363 or email plantzia@bigpond.com

JULY 2018 MEETING
WHEN:

Saturday 7 July 2018

TIME:

10.30am

WHERE:

53 Moores Road, Monbulk. Mel Map 122 J11

Free Roses. Kathy Smalley’s brother Ian and sister-in-law Thelma Smalley have moved and now
have a large garden in Monbulk. The garden is full of lovely trees, including camellias and
rhododendrons, and there is more than enough garden for them to take care of.
There is a bed of 30 roses that they do not want and are happy for them to go free to a good home.
I'll prune them and will have them dug up. Polly and I have been able to identify most of them when
they were in flower and have tagged them. So please join us for morning tea at their place and
choose a free rose bush. Or just come and admire this 1/2 acre "hills" garden.
LUNCH:

12.30pm

WHERE:

Robyn Rooke’s, 6 Sharnalee Ct, Lilydale. Melways Map 38 E8.

Peter and Robyn have invited us to share a pizza lunch at their beautiful house and garden. Also,
we will have a plant swap.
WHAT TO BRING: Cup, chair and plants for a plant swap.
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APRIL 2018 MEETING
The group was extremely fortunate to
experience bright sunny weather for our
meeting at King Henry’s Art Cafe. The group
talked and talked and laughed their way
through their morning tea. Most people
enjoyed the walk through the small but
interesting garden. I hope that you were able
to walk on the path to the back of the garden
though the trees and natural shrub.

And we all enjoyed the walk through the
tranquil gardens of Lurline and Tony.
What a delight behind the front fence.
Since I visited the garden in 2014, the
shrubs have grown and Lurline has filled
every space with delightful plants or art
work.
the front garden under the laurel trees is
filled with roses and plectranthus and
many cottage garden plants. The back
yard houses the hens and the vegetable
patch. Lurline’s profile will be in our next
newsletter.
Thank you for a wonderful afternoon in your garden, Lurline and Tony.

CELEBRATING WORLD NAKED GARDENING DAY
5 MAY 2018
The best way to celebrate this holiday is to go out there and do some naked gardening. You can
do so alone in your own garden, you can do it with friends and family or you can join one of the
many naked gardening clubs that are beginning to pop up all over the world.
In the lead up to this fun day we have some tips that will help you plan ahead before stripping off
for World Nude Gardening Day!
Also be sure not to alarm your neighbours if your planning on stripping down, they may get quite
the scare to peek over the garden fence.
Other handy tips are:
•
Watch out for ants and insects and check where you’re sitting on the day.
•
A sunny day is forecast, don’t forget to wear sunscreen and a hat (we’ve checked
and a hat is permissable).
•
It is ok to wear shoes just in case you have sensitive feet.
•
Be careful with any tools especially the secatuers – be careful when using and
where you place them afterwards.
•
Probably best not to mow your lawn on that day… just do some hand weeding.
•
Watch out for the prickles on the rose bushes.
•
Be sure to enjoy yourself!
All in all its a little bit of fun and we hope you have a lovely weekend out in the garden and best of
all you will have no extra laundry to do afterwards!
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MEMBERS PROFILE
MY STORY BY MAXINE O’FLYNN
I can recall as a child I was interested in watching Mum in the vegetable patch. We had fruit trees
and vegies, so never went hungry. We were
a family of five children to feed - post war
was a job in itself.
I have photos of me gardening as a teen so
its easy to recall my garden. Easter daisies
all along the front fence and vegies around
the side. Peas, beans, pumpkin etc. In my
retirement my daughter was working at a
primary school and said “you have an
interview tomorrow at school.” I said
‘”whatever for?” “You are going to teach
our children organic gardening.” “Oh” I
said. “I’d like that.!” Fifteen garden beds
and I never felt it daunting.
So off I went two days a week. We had a
30 foot shed and a large hothouse (to grow
our seedlings). I ended up with six chooks
(who came home to my house for school
holidays) and six fruit trees. The children
came in their lunch hour and worked
beside me and some days I’d cook some
produce and we’d sit in the garden and eat
it.

Other days we would learn
how to do a soil test (in
winter when there was not
quite so much to do). After
four years, we had
developed a frog bog and a
butterfly garden to bring in
the butterflies. The shed
became a creative wall of
art as the art teacher had
the children paint a mural of
their life in the garden - it is
still there today if you walk
through the grounds near
the garden.
The parents had the
opportunity to buy produce
on Friday’s Market Day.and
I made up pickles, chutney
etc.
So I guess all has to end and I retired again to my new house. Had no trouble selling the eggs as
the leftovers of kids lunch went to the chooks.
Many thanks, Maxine.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Smaller Eucalypts for Planting in Australia their selection, cultivation and management by
Dean Nicolle
Smaller Eucalypts for Planting in Australia treats 84 smallergrowing eucalypts (relative to the 81 species included in the
companion book Taller Eucalypts for Planting in Australia) suited
for growing in Australia. Many of these species are already
commonly grown and seen in gardens, streets, parks and farms
throughout Australia, while others are rarely planted but have
vast potential for much wider use, both in the urban landscape
and in rural areas.
For each of the species included in the book, a double-page provides the following information:
•
Height graph indicating its usual and maximum height
•
Images of cultivated plants with an estimation of their age
•
Images of the bark, foliage, buds, flowers and fruits
•
Map of Australia indicating its natural and planted distribution
•
Why plant me? overview
•
Meaning and origin of the name
•
Features of the species, including flowering times
•
Natural distribution and habitat
•
Cultivation and uses
•
Management
•
Similar species - A table indicating environmental preferences and tolerances
Researched, designed and written for anyone interested in the identification, selection, growing,
management, and appreciation of eucalypts in gardens, streets, parks, and on farms.

Grand Melbourne Gardens - a glimpse
inside Melbourne’s most enchanting
gardens by David Wilkinson.
Gardens have always occupied a special place in
Melbourne’s communal heart. We are known for our vast,
meandering Botanic Gardens and our generous green city
spaces. We are also known for our tree-lined streets,
which give tantalising glimpses of beautiful houses behind
high fences. This book takes us behind these fences and
into the very heart of these oh-so-private gardens.
Every garden in this book has its own atmosphere and
soul – largely reflecting the passions of the person who
has created or maintains it. There are vegetable gardens,
clivia walks, ancient English oak trees, rose gardens,
rambling exotic courtyards, city rooftop wonderlands and
bold stepped garden beds. Many of these gardeners and
home owners see themselves merely as the custodians of
these treasured spaces, as they generously share their
gardening experiences with the reader.
This is a celebration of gardens new and old, small-scale and enormous – all grand in their
horticultural ambitions and inspiration.
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RECIPE
Speedy Mince and Noodle Stir Fry
Ingredients:
450 g fresh hokkien noodles
1 1/2 Tbsp peanut oil
500 g beef mince
1 brown onion, halved, cut into thin wedges
3 garlic cloves, crushed
300 g broccoli, cut into small florets
115 g baby corn, thinly sliced diagonally
1 carrot, halved, thinly sliced diagonally
1 Small red capsicum, cut into 1cm pieces
1/4 Cup soy sauce
1/4 Cup barbecue sauce
1 tsp sesame oil
2 green onions, thinly sliced diagonally
Directions:
Place noodles in a heatproof bowl. Cover with boiling water. Stand for 2 to 3 minutes or until
tender. Using a fork, separate noodles. Drain.
Meanwhile, heat a wok over high heat. Add 1 tablespoon peanut oil. Swirl to coat. Add mince.
Cook, stirring with a wooden spoon to break up mince, for 8 minutes or until browned. Transfer
mince to a bowl, draining fat. Add remaining peanut oil to wok. Swirl to coat. Add brown onion
and garlic. Stir-fry for 1 minute.
Add broccoli, corn, carrot and capsicum. Stir-fry for 3 to 4 minutes or until tender. Return mince to
wok. Add soy sauce, barbecue sauce and sesame oil. Stir-fry for 1 minute. Add noodles and
green onion. Stir-fry to combine. Serve.

FALL FOR RED IN AUTUMN
This year The Senior celebrates 40 years since its inception. The gemstone for 40 years is the
ruby, which, of course, is red in colour - hence my "red article”. Acer rubrum - the red maple - is
native to many of the colder areas of US, mainly in New England, where there are millions of trees.
It is the state tree for Rhode Island. Unfortunately, it has weed potential in some places, though
not Australia. Isn't this often the case? Not only are weeds tough, they can also be incredibly
beautiful. The red maple generally has the normal maple leaf, though in some trees this varies a
little; I'm not sure why. It is a medium to
large tree (18-27 metres) with a nice
shape.
Twigs are often red. The flowers are
small and insignificant but produce
interesting wing-shaped fruits that float
in the breeze and take root where they
drop if the soil and conditions are right.
The red maple is a deciduous tree,
whose leaves colour up beautifully in
autumn. To see whole hillsides of
maple, with other autumn coloured
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trees and conifers interspersed, is to witness one of the horticultural wonders of the world. How do
"autumn leaved" trees get their hue? Hidden in the leaves is lots of colour.
When the tree grows in spring and summer this colour is disguised by the green. But when
autumn comes (and especially if there are cold nights), the tree senses it has to protect itself for
the winter by shedding its leaves.
As the sap stops flowing for the season the green in the leaves disappears and shows the
underlying colour. The leaves then drop and make a natural mulch as well as relieving the tree
from the "work" of keeping them going through the winter. The tree, thus, goes to "sleep".
This way it survives the wind and snow. Some types show very little colour but others, like our
subject, are a "fire" of glory. You can buy this tree here and I like to think it cheers us up when the
botanical year is waning. Buy yours now while you can see its potential colour.
Maureen Lucas - The Senior News, April 2018

ONYX AND AMBER, A VERY LONG CHAPTER
Once upon a time, as most Dibble and Hoers know, I introduced two beautiful cats into my life April
2014. Onyx and Amber, mother and daughter, both tortoiseshells. Onyx was a rescue cat who
gave birth to a litter, and one of them was Amber. The other kittens Onyx had found homes quickly
elsewhere however their previous rescuer, Lauren, kept Onyx and Amber together. I came to love
both Onyx and Amber dearly although they are different characters in many ways.
Amber relatively quickly settled in here and her true colours were revealed. She is a very sweet,
affectionate and extremely vocal little cat. Onyx however took a long long time to adjust to life
here. I found her difficult at times as she missed out on socialisation early in her life, plus she has
also been badly abused at some stage. In time she did settle in here and eventually I came to love
her incredibly.
Sadly Onyx has now disappeared, and I guess that it’s forever. One morning in early November
2016, now 15 months ago, I had the back door open for a few seconds or less, and she slipped
through. She did this so sneakily that I actually hadn’t realised what she had done until some
hours later when I went looking for her and couldn’t find her anywhere. After I went looking for her
outside I realised what had happened. She was perfectly happy and content, sitting in the grass
and enjoying the sunshine.
At the start I wasn’t too much concerned. She had always come in before. However this time she
didn’t. When I went outside to bring her in, she evaded me. Despite my best efforts she refused to
let me catch her. At the time my best efforts to capture her were actually pretty pathetic as I had a
jammed join in my spine. I guess this made a difference but the facts remain that she didn’t want
me to capture her and she found it
pretty easy to evade me. So she
remained outside. And she looked
at me, and I swear she was
thinking “nyah nyah, nyah nyah
nyah”. Cheeky little monkey! I
cursed many times.
A few days later I became more
concerned, and put food and water
for her outside. Sadly she didn’t
find this.
Last photograph of Onyx and
Amber together
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After this, I saw her a few more times outside. Every time I went outside to collect her, she either
disappeared or evaded me, and I couldn’t catch her. The last time I saw her was 12 November
2016, and I guess after this long long time that I won’t ever see her again.
I was distraught by this, but Amber was even more devastated. All her life she has had cat
company, including the full attention of her mum Onyx. She didn’t understand what happened and
why her mum had disappeared all of a sudden. And Amber was doing dreadful dreadful things.
Like not eating or drinking or sleeping much. And Amber was spending her entire nights on top of
the kitty cat palace, looking outside into the garden, looking for her mum.
While Amber’s reaction was quite natural, this further added to my own distress and I made up my
mind that Amber needed company. Cat company. As Onyx continued to not return, I looked for
another cat. Once again I didn’t want a kitten. Kittens are relatively easy to find homes for, and
older cats are not. Originally I wanted one older cat who was used to other cats being around
them, and then I realised that if I accepted this situation then I would probably be breaking up 2 or
more cats who had bonded together. So I thought it better to look for a pair or more of cats who
were already accustomed to each other and had bonded.
In the last week of November 2016, Dashing and Shadow were advertised on gumtree.com.au.
Both boys, spayed, vaccinated, flea treated and wormed. They were not related to each other
however they had lived together for well over a year, they enjoyed each other’s company, played
games together and snuggled up together. I visited them twice before bringing them home.
Shadow was very shy and Dashing very outgoing. I had great hopes for my new kitty cat family.
However such was not to be. I had not taken into account Dashing and Shadow’s size. They were
both big cats, over 4kg each, and although this is a relatively small weight, this was too much for
me to cope with due to my spine issues. The hardest thing was cleaning out their kitty litter trays.
Big boy cats mean big poos and wees. I can handle Amber’s fine, but I found it incredibly difficult
to change the boys’ litter. So as much as I didn’t want to, I made a very tough decision to find them
a new home. I found them a beautiful home with Deb, my gardening helper lady. Very curiously,
she lost one of her cats who simply disappeared, exactly at the same time Onyx disappeared! Her
kitty cat family had gone from two to one, same as mine!!! So she was looking for another cat to
join her family. Dashing and Shadow settled in with their remaining cat, Jack, and now lead a life
of contentment and perfect luxury with quality food, bottomless kitty litter tray, more toys than they
can handle, lots of games, the run of her large house, plus all the cuddles and love they need.
Their names have changed to Monty and Luka.
So, I tried again. And this time I made sure a picked a little cat. Razz is photographed with her toy.
Razz, a small lady cat, came
from Frankston. She was
only in my life a short time as
Amber made it clear, right
from the beginning, that she
didn’t like Razz. Once again
Deb, my gardening lady came
to the rescue and offered to
take Razz. Deb’s son and
Razz get on like a house on
fire together, with Razz
following him round the
house, sleeping on his bed,
and snuggling up to him at
every opportunity. Her name
is now Miss Durry.
Amber has been philosophical about the whole process. She accepted the two boys however
made no fuss at all when they departed. She hated Razz and was pretty happy when Razz left.
And, after having tried 3 times now, I am no longer sure what to think. Amber has accepted that
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she is now solo. I’ve accepted that I will probably never see her mum again. She is doing all the
beautiful kitty cat things that she used to do with Onyx, by herself or with me. She plays with her
toy mouse and her toy banana. She comes up to me every morning and demands grooming and
hugs. She cuddles up to me at night now, instead of cuddling up with Onyx. And we still having
midnight racing up and down the hall, except, of course, she always wins.
Somehow she feels incomplete. It just feels like something is missing?!?!?!?!!! But at this point in
time, I think her and me are doing the best we can

WHAT’S ON IN MAY, JUNE AND JULY 2018
28 APRIL:
Australian Plants Society - Yarra Yarra Group - Native Plant and Book Sale, Senior Citizen
Centre, 903 Main Rd, Eltham. Huge range of native and indigenous plants including short and tall
grafts. Includes Latrobe Wildlife Sanctuary Nursery, Member Growers, Phillip Vaughan & plants
from Sun Valley. 9439 7228
28-29 APRIL:
Melbourne Friends of Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Growing Friends 2018 Autumn Plant
Sale, Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne. Enter the gardens through Gate E on Birdwood Ave.
10am-4pm Sat, 10am-3pm Sun. Free entry. Visit website one week prior to sale for plant listing https://rbfriendsmelbourne.org/ Phone 9650 6398.
5-6 MAY:
Chrysanthemum Society of Victoria - Annual Exhibition, Burwood Heights Uniting Church, Cnr
Burwood Hwy & Blackburn Rd, Burwood. Sat 1-4pm, Sun 12-4pm. Entry $4. Plants for sale,
9898 5448.
Knox Environmental Society Autumn Festival, 1010 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully. 9am-4pm.
Free entry.
28 JULY:
Creswick Garden Club presents Jerry Colby-Williams, RACV Goldfields Resort, 1500 Midland
Highway, Creswick. $60. Jerry from Qld Gardening Australia will present a series of discussions
and lectures over the day. It will be a great day of learning, fun and enjoyment of our passion for
gardening Lunch with other refreshments, throughout the day will make it a wonderful event. For
bookings, call Leanne on 0437 518 159 or email creswickgardens@gmail.com. Be early!
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WORKSHOPS AT CLOUDEHILL
Members $39, non members $49. Workshops run for approximately 1 1/2 hours. To make a
workshop booking, call the Diggers Garden Shop on 03 9751 0584. Cloudehill Nursery, 89
Olinda-Monbulk Rd, Olinda.
INTRODUCTION TO PERMACULTURE PRINCIPLES AND DESIGN FOR BEGINNERS
5 May 2018 10:30am. Permaculture is a form of landscape design that follows recognised
principles, while utilizing the features and patterns occurring in our natural eco-systems.
SIMPLE CIDER MAKING AT HOME
5 May 2018 1:00pm. Celebrate the apple season harvest by joining us at Cloudehill, and learn to
become a cider connoisseur!
SUCCESS WITH AVOCADOS IN THE HILLS
6 May 2018 10:30am. We love them, we crave them, and they’re even good for us, delicious
avocados, food of the millennials, but how do you successful grow a great crop, especially in the
hills? Join this workshop for all the ‘know how’ on growing your own avocados at home.
PLAN AND PLANT YOUR HERITAGE ORCHARD
6 May 2018 1:00pm. Whether you are starting from scratch, enhancing your current, or
rejuvenating the old and neglected, this workshop will arm you with all the necessary tools to
ensure a healthy and productive orchard for many years to come
COMPLETE YEAR-ROUND CARE OF ROSES
2 June 2018 10:30pm. Join us to learn the very best tips and tricks for ensuring a magnificent
display from your roses, this year and every year. From pruning, re-shaping, feeding, pest and
disease prevention and much much more, we'll cover it all!
YOUR ULTIMATE GUIDE TO TOOLS – CARE, MAINTENANCE AND ADVICE.
2 June 2018 1:00pm. Being a successful gardener isn’t just about having a keen interest and good
gardening know how, it is also about having the right tools to assist you in achieving your best
results, just like a reliable right hand man!

NATIVE BEES
Renate Crow was a guest speaker at our July 2016 meeting. She is a bee keeper and has two
hives in her own back yard. We enjoyed her informative talk and she encouraged many people to
think about having a hive in their back yard.
A few months ago, Richard Shrimpton asked if I knew anyone who could help him with his falling
apart hive and I immediately thought about Renate. She ventured into Richard’s garden with a
new hive and proceeded to transfer the bees from the old dilapidated hive to the new one. As
Renate was aware that the bees would take a few days to settle down into their new abode, it was
very wise not to be too close to the new hive. As Richard had some washing on his clothes line in
the backyard, Renate promptly took off his washing so that he would not be in danger of a sting or
two! Thank you so much Renate for establishing the new hive and being so thoughtful.
Tine has found some interesting websites for further knowledge on native bees:http://www.charlessturt.sa.gov.au/bees
There is quite a long video http://www.charlessturt.sa.gov.au/bees
and also some fact sheets at http://www.charlessturt.sa.gov.au/bees
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WHAT TO DO IN THE GARDEN IN MAY
Temperate Areas
Occasional winter frosts (pretty much the rest of Australia, most of the inland, some areas of
Victoria, most of SA and the southern area of WA).
•
Still some good planting time left in this part of the world, so pop in some Brussels sprouts,
cabbage, cauliflower and broccoli. Peas and broad beans can also go in, as well as radish,
turnips, swedes and spinach.
•
It’s time to get happy with herbs, so try some chamomile and lemon grass. You could give
mint and lemon balm a go as well, but be careful to contain them as they can take over!
•
Why not try some lovely flowering stuff in your patch as well, like: cornflower, calendula,
dianthus, pansies, viola, snapdragons, stock, ageratum and marigolds. These guys are great at
attracting pollinators and beneficial insects to your patch, and the flowers look good as well.
•
Consider a green manure crop to add some life and love to an overworked patch. At this
time of year try faba bean, field pea, oats and wheat. This will improve your soil incredibly, and, for
a bit of forward planning, you’ll find it well worth the effort!
•

Bare rooted fruit tree time is almost upon us, so start preparing beds for these guys now.

◦
Lots of lovely rich organic matter, a bit of moisture and some mulch will see the soil
absolutely gorgeous by the time your trees are ready to go in!
◦
Have a think about what tree varieties you are after, you may need to do some research
into the best supplier. Especially if you are after a heirloom or unusual variety.
•
Top up mulch on your veggie patches, herb gardens and ornamental beds, especially
important for weed suppression at this time of year. Mulch to a depth of about 7cm after watering
the patch. Keep mulch clear of plant stems especially young seedlings. Choose a low
environmental impact mulch, one that will enrich your soil as it breaks down.
•
Plants feel the need for a feed at this time of year. A seaweed tea or low environmental
impact liquid fertiliser is perfect, especially for the seedlings shoved in this month. Apply to the soil
early in the morning, and in the concentrations mentioned on the packet.
•
Weeding is an awesome job to do at this time of year. Cut down the competition between
your tasty treats and these space invaders, and tidy up your patch. It may sound tedious, but it’s
incredibly rewarding!
•
Water smarter at this time of year. Water first thing in the morning, and instead of quickie
irrigation, a nice, deep drink a couple of times a week is far more beneficial! Always check soil
moisture before watering at this time of year, don’t waste your precious drinking water if Mother
Nature has already done all the hard work for you!

