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Hi Everyone,
Winter is just about over and we are just about to experience the bright sunny spring
weather. And yes, it has been quite cold this winter.
I have decided to write a three month newsletter as our November meeting is a weekend
away. Also our AGM will be during our October meeting. PLEASE consider nominating for
committee membership for the coming year. It takes some effort to do a newsletter, find
and organise gardens to visit and fulfill the regulatory requirements of an association. The
current committee have being doing this work for some years. The club would benefit from
some "new blood" on the committee. Tine or Julie are happy to answer any questions you
might have about what is involved. We need a President, Treasurer, Secretary, and up to
4 general committee members. As well we need volunteers to do thank you notes,
volunteers to do a hanging basket entry for MIFGS, and volunteers to provide suggestions
of gardens to visit.
We have some newsletter only members in our
club and one of them was Ron Batty, who
unfortunately died a few weeks ago. He was Julie
Grove’s mother’s partner and he enjoyed reading
Julie’s newsletters so much, he decided that he
would like to have his own copy each month.
Condolences to your entire family Julie.
A reminder to members, if you want to join us on
our weekend trip to Creswick, accommodation
bookings are becoming more difficult to find. You
could come up for a day trip as it is very
achievable. Please remember to let me know if
you are joining us for morning tea and/or dinner.
Wattle Day is celebrated on the 1st September.
The photograph right is our national emblem Acacia pycnantha.
Happy Gardening,
Julie
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SEPTEMBER 2017 MEETING
WHEN:
WHERE:

Saturday 2 September 2017 at 10.30am
Paddys Plants, 103 Main Rd, Monbulk.

After we enjoy a cup of coffee/tea, the owners Matt and Tracey, will walk us around their nursery
and potting areas, talking about various plants and experiences. They have a great range of dry
tolerant, colourful flowering garden stock, including Salvia, Australia Native mint, Correa, Scaevola,
Penstemon, Alstromeria, and Echinacea, varieties to attract nectar loving birds & bees to your
garden, Rhododendrons, Nandina, Azaleas & Camellias for that brilliant winter colour ,
Pittosporums & English box for hedges & borders, Boronias, Magnolias, Gardenias, Carnations,
Lavenders, Daphne & Michellias for beautiful sweet scents , seasonal potted colour like pansy,
viola, primula and petunia, long flowering garden shrubs like diascias, dwarf dahlias, geraniums,
calibrachoa and dianthus, for great tough spring/summer/autumn colour, ground covers, shade
loving plants, seasonal herbs, shrub ferns, Xmas Poinsettias, cyclamen, begonias and much
more!!
LUNCH:12 noon
Bernardo’s Cafe Restaurant, 109 Main Rd, Monbulk. We have secured a
deal - toastie and coffee/tea for $8.50. There are more items on the menu that you can choose
instead. Please let Polly knowifyouaregoing to join us at the cafe so we can let them know
numbers. 9756 7342 or polly.ashburner@gmail.com.
Or you might want to visit Kallista Market on Church Road, Kallista. This market has over 60 stalls
of locally produced, homemade, handmade and homegrown crafts and produce in an outdoor
market setting. This is a vibrant country market with hand made and home crafted goods including
jewellery, plants, wood crafts and delicious food. Enjoy lunch or just a coffee with a range of
choice from the various food stalls. The market is opened from 9am to 2pm.
1.30pm
John and Fay Lloyds' garden, 2 Ivy Ave, Kallista. It is diagonally opposite the
Kallista Hall. Parking will be an issue as it's Kallista Market day, but they have a u shaped drive, so
if we go in the end nearest the Hall, we can squash in and all come out the other end! This is a
hills garden and the camellias are just starting to flower. Fay said it is messy and John is the
gardener.

OCTOBER 2017 MEETING
WHEN:

11am, Saturday, 7 October 2017

WHERE:
Sally Huftons Garden, Barrington House, 63 Hunter Road, Wandin. This is a
beautiful garden which Tine visited with another garden group last year. It is well worth coming out
to have a look. Sally also owns a wholesale nursery so she has access to a fabulous selection of
plants for her own garden. This photograph is from Tine’s last visit.
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LUNCH:
1pm, Louise and Bernie Wilshaw, 283 Monbulk Road, Silvan. We will have lunch,
plant swap and the AGM here.
2pm Annual General Meeting - please stay for the AGM. Julie has to work this morning, and
we cannot have the AGM till the president arrives!
WHAT TO BRING: your own coffee/tea/drinks, your lunch, a chair, plants to swap.
Bring a plate to share. AGM will commence approximately 2pm.
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NOVEMBER 2017 MEETING
From 9am on Saturday 11 November you will be able to buy your tickets etc from The
Neighbourhood Centre at 19 Victoria Street Creswick will be the point of contact for ticket
sales, maps and general information. Please do not go directly to the gardens, but follow
the signs from the Information centre in Albert street (Midland Hwy). Entry $5 per garden,
children free. Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 9am-4pm.
10.30am
If you would like to join us for morning tea, come to Bean and Barrow Cafe, 86
Albert St (which is the Midland Hwy), Creswick. I have booked a table for 20 people. Please let
me know if you will be there. Phone on 0408122780 or email me jules.kavanagh@gmail.com. It
will take approximately 2 hours to drive to Creswick from Croydon.
Creswick Garden Lovers Weekend is a garden lovers delight in the Victorian Central Highlands.
The weekend features a range of private and commercial gardens, the annual garden club flower
show in the Town hall, mosaics display and a bonsai and succulent garden display.
The eight private gardens vary from a compact suburban garden in town to rural acreages not far
away. All have a diverse range of beauty and creativity, hidden gems often not previously seen by
the general public but guaranteed to impress.
The commercial gardens include Lambley Nursery in Ascot, Mistydowns and Tangled Maze at
Springmount, Overwrought sculpture garden at Blampied, Newlyn Antiques and Cottage Garden,
and Bells Water Gardens in Newlyn. Community gardens include vegetable gardening at
Neighbourhood centre, John Curtin Aged Care facility and the Heritage Railway precinct dry
gardens.
DINNER:

still investigating our choices. If you have any preference, please talk to Julie K.
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AUGUST 2017 MEETING
I was unable to enjoy Robbie’s garden and the delicious meal at Chirnside Park Country Club.
However, I have been told by quite a few people that they enjoyed the day. And a big thank you to
Robbie - one of our newest members!
And thanks for the photographs Polly.
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RECIPE
SPINACH, SUN DRIED TOMATO AND CHICKEN SCROLLS
INGREDIENTS:
1 zucchini, coarsely grated
250g packet frozen spinach, thawed
2 1/2 cups SR flour
pinch salt
1 cup light milk, plus 1 tablespoon extra
3/4 cup low fat grated tasty cheese, plus 1/3 cup
extra
1/3 cup drained sun dried tomato strips in oil
1 1/2 cups shredded cooked chicken
2 tablespoons freshly grated parmesan cheese
METHOD:
Using hands, squeeze excess liquid from zucchini
and spinach. Preheat oven to 200oC/180oC fan
forced. Grease and line base of 22cm springform
cake pan with baking paper.
Place flour and salt in a bowl. Using fingertips,
rub in butter to make coarse crumbs. Make a well
at centre. Using a round bladed knife in a cutting motion, stir in milk. Turn out foot a light floured
work surface, knead until smooth. Roll out dough between two sheets of baking paper, to a 40cm
x 30cm rectangle.
CombIne zucchini, spinach, cheese, tomato and chicken in a bowl. Scatter chicken mixture over
dough, leaving a 2cm border. From long side, roll up tightly to form a log. Trim ends. Cut into six
equal slices. Place slices, cut side up, side by side, in prepared pan. Brush with extra milk.
Sprinkle with parmesan and extra cheese. Bake for 30 minutes or until golden. Stand in pan for 5
minutes. Serve.

BOOK REVIEWS
LONG VIEWS & SHORT VISTAS - VICTORIA’S NINETEENTH CENTURY
PUBLIC GARDENS BY GWEN PASCOE
This book explores the story of botanic gardens established in
Melbourne and other Victorian towns in the second half of the
nineteenth century. Modelled closely on the English urban public
parks and gardens, they often fitted oddly into the colonial regional
setting. It was the dedication of men such as Mueller and Guilfoyle,
directors of Melbourne Botanic Gardens, and many others in charge
of the regional gardens that shaped them.
The book details the different facets of the gardens’ history and
looks at reasons behind their establishment, their intended purpose,
their geographical suitability, maintenance efforts, finance and how,
over time, the public’s and government’s changing attitudes towards
the gardens and their uses transformed them.
Ultimately, it asks the question of whether these gardens were
botanic or public in nature, as a multitude of attempted uses created
conflicting ideas about the purpose of these gardens, often leaving
them with an ambiguous identity.
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CRUDEN FARM GARDEN DIARIES BY MICHAEL MORRISON
Gardener Michael Morrison worked alongside the late Dame
Elisabeth Murdoch at her home Cruden Farm for many years to
create one of Australia's finest private gardens.
His garden diaries reveal how the garden was developed and
maintained, but it's also the story of a wonderful friendship. Dame
Elisabeth and Michael Morrison worked together with great creativity,
dedication and pleasure for four decades. Their energy, loyalty and
selflessness will be inspirational to gardeners and non gardeners
alike.
Cruden Farm was given to the late Dame Elisabeth Murdoch in 1928
as a wedding present from her husband Sir Keith Murdoch. The farm
at Langwarrin, about 50 kilometres south-east of Melbourne, was a
place she cherished throughout her long life. The beautiful garden
she created there with gardener Michael Morrison is one of
Australia’s finest.
In 1984 Michael began to keep garden diaries, a practice that endures to this day. He writes of the
plants that have thrived and those they’ve lost, of terrible heat and freak storms, of escaped cows
and memorable parties. The diaries recount the plans he and Dame Elisabeth hatched, the
triumphs and tensions, the sheer fun of making a garden together.
In an age preoccupied with selfies and spotlight chasers, Michael Morrison’s diaries remind us of a
different way of living of more than forty years spent quietly but passionately dedicated to one
special garden and its unique owner.

WHY WE FEEL AT HOME AMONG THE GUM TREES
When people overseas think of Australia their minds often go to kangaroos, koalas and the ever
popular gum tree (often called eucalyptus). There are actually about 700 species of eucalypts
comprising eucalyptus, corymbia and angophora, all varying slightly.
You will all be familiar with what I would call the ‘normal’ gum leaf shape which is elongated and
very elegant. On some gums, however, the leaf is more squat or rounded and a few have different
types of juvenile leaves.
The colour varies from avocado type green to almost a blue grey. The trunk can be a major
identifying factor. Flower colour varies from white to cream, orange, red and shades thereof. In
mid summer, a Corymbia ficifolia (WA Flowering Gum) in full flower must be one of the most
beautiful sights in the world.
The river red gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) is probably the most widespread member of this
family because it has been ‘exported’ to so many countries. In some it has become an
environmental weed. World wide it is the most commonly grown eucalypts in commercial
plantations. the particular gum can tolerate flood and drought but it does need a certain amount of
water to keep it alive. When stressed it will drop leaves and branches to relieve its need for more
water.
Actually, all eucalypts, in general, will do this, and have gained the reputation of being the ‘widow
maker tree’. Often on a hot day with no wind, a person standing under the tree will hear a crack
and before they know it the branch has fallen on them.
Fine timber for furniture, flooring and timber panelling is also derived from the river red gum. The
material for lesser quality harvests is utilised in the manufacture of wharfs, fencing timber, house
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stumps and landscaping materials. It is also used to make railway sleepers - while concrete ones
last longer, they are more expensive, both in production and in terms of the environment, and are
less flexible.
A trip to the Murray River is something special, with river red gums lining each bank, the interesting
brown water, the many birds and a real sense of peace pervading the whole scene.
Australia is truly blessed.
Bloomin’ Beautiful written by Maureen Lucas for Victorian Seniors Paper, August 2017.

WATTLE DAY
Since 1992 National Wattle Day has been 1 September in all of Australia's States and Territories.
Before then, Australians in different States celebrated wattle day on different days between August
and September.
Wattles have long had special meanings for Australians and in 1988 the Golden Wattle (Acacia
pycnantha) was officially gazetted as Australia's national floral emblem.
National Wattle Day celebrates the land itself and the society and nation it sustains – all its people.
The simple beauty of the golden wattle, a flower that has evolved in our land for more than 30
million years, unites us all in authentically celebrating Australia and being Australian.
Wattle Day History:
The first known use of wattle as a meaningful emblem in the Australian colonies dates back to the
early days of Tasmania (1838), when the wearing of silver wattle sprigs was encouraged on the
occasion of an anniversary celebration of the seventeenth century European discovery of the
island.
Of course the original inhabitants of Australia had many uses for the wattle plant; the boomerang,
for example, has created its own widespread meaning in the word itself and in its shape. Near the
end of the nineteenth century, naturalistic imagery of Australian flora and fauna began to appear on
utilitarian objects such as furniture. This was a reflection of intensifying nationalism as the colonies
considered their progress towards Federation. In October 1889, a short-lived 'Wattle Blossom
League' had a preliminary meeting in Adelaide. The chief proposer was a Mr Will Sowden, VicePresident of the Adelaide branch of the Australian Natives Association. The League got as far as
having a Wattle Blossom Social in the Adelaide Town Hall (March 1890). It also designed its own
flag in January 1891. Later that year, however, some prominent members of the League withdrew
and it dissolved.
The SA League's activities had not escaped notice in Melbourne. In February 1891 there was an
article on national symbols in The Melbourne Herald which in part was responding to Canada's
choice of the maple leaf as national emblem. A proposal that wattle should become the Australian
emblem was printed.
The next significant event was the formation in 1899 of a 'Wattle Club' in Victoria by Mr A. J.
Campbell, a field naturalist. For several years the club organised bush outings on the first day in
September. The first suggestion of a Wattle Day was made by Mr Campbell during a speech in
September 1908.
Meanwhile, Sydney was not to be left behind. The then Government Botanist (J. H. Maiden), a
specialist in wattles (Acacias), became most interested in the movement in favour of a Wattle Day.
An August 1909 public meeting held to form a Wattle Day League accepted a motion of his
advocating the setting apart throughout the Commonwealth a day on which the Australian national
flower - the Wattle Blossom - might be worn, and its display encouraged. The meeting also
agreed to encourage the coordination of all States in this endeavour.
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For some time, especially in NSW, there had been a debate as to whether Wattle or the Waratah
should be Australia's national floral emblem. By around 1910, consensus finally favoured Wattle
since it grows throughout the nation whereas the Waratah is limited in distribution. By July 1910 a
branch of the Wattle Day League was started in South Australia, with Will Sowden as its VicePresident. Another branch was commenced in Melbourne by A. J. Campbell in September of that
year. The first 'national' Wattle Day was celebrated in Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide on
the First of September 1910. The Adelaide branch is described as particularly active, and was
notable for promoting wattle as an emblem on other occasions besides Wattle Day. Early Wattle
Day activities included planting of wattle trees in school grounds, school lessons on botany, street
decorations of wattle blossom, and wearing sprigs of wattle, often sold for charity.
Wider acceptance of a national Wattle Day was achieved at a major Australian Wattle Day League
Conference in Melbourne in January 1913. Branches were formed in a number of States, with the
general aim of officially proclaiming wattle as the national floral emblem and extending Wattle Day
celebrations throughout the nation. About this time, wattle was officially introduced to
representations of the Commonwealth coat-of-arms. And in December of the same year, the first
wattle blossom stamp was issued.
Taken from the website http://www.wattleday.asn.au

UPCOMING EVENTS
25-27 AUGUST:
The Orchid Societies Council of Victoria (OSCOV) 24th Annual Melbourne Orchid
Spectacular, Boxhalll Pavillion, KCC Park, 655 Westernport Highway, Skye, Victoria (MW 128J12)
9am-4pm daily. Enquiries: 0413 599 368 or oscovmos@gmail.com
Experience the Beauty of Orchids!
•Over 20 orchid displays from OSCOV member societies and commercial vendors
•Your chance to buy a wide variety of orchids
•Photographic Competition and Art Show
•Pots and accessories
•FREE parking
•Potting demonstrations
•Experts to answer your questions
•Food and beverage vendors
Visit www.oscov.asn.au for more information.
31 AUGUST-10 SEPTEMBER;
Kyneton Daffodil Festival. Open gardens, Spring Flower Show, Antique & Vintage Fair, Food
Festivals. More details www.kynetondaffodilarts.org.au.
9 & 10 SEPTEMBER:
The Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Inc Spring Show, 100 Hilton Rd, Sassafras. $5 entry,
free for members and under 14s. Sat 12 noon-4pm, Sun 10am-4pm. Features daffodils and
camellias, early spring bulbs and perennials. Guided walks of 4 hectare garden, sales of rare
plants and cut flowers, members photographic display, commercial vendors, and refreshments light
luncheons sausage sizzle. Ample free parking.
Australian Plants Expo, Eltham Community & Reception Centre, 801 Main Rd, Eltham.
10am-4pm. Huge range of native and indigenous plants, books on related topics, tools, gifts, talks,
plant and flower displays, activities for children, refreshments available. $5 entry, concession $4.
Organised by Australian Plants Society Yarra Yarra Group.
Thursday, 14 SEPTEMBER - Tuesday, 10 OCTOBER:
Tesselaar Tulip Festival, 357 Monbulk Road, Silvan. 9am-5pm daily. Adults $28, conc $24,
children free. http://tulipfestival.com.au/tickets/
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16&17 SEPTEMBER:
Illyarrie, 7 Library Rd, Balnarring Beach. 10am-4.30pm Entry $8, students $5
23 & 24 SEPTEMBER:
Yea Garden Expo, Yea Racecourse, 10am-4pm, $5 entry, kids free, free parking. Native &
flowering plants, garden sculptures, garden tools & vegetable bins, mulch, fertilisers & compost,
deciduous & ornamental trees, garden books. Food and drinks available.
Warooka, 17 Jubilee Rd, Montrose. 10am-4.30pm Entry $8, students $5
12-14 OCTOBER & 20-21 OCTOBER:
Secret Gardens of The Dandenong Ranges, exclusive event bringing together some of the finest
gardens in Melbourne. Passionate garden lovers will experience first-hand a selection of beautiful,
privately owned gardens throughout the Dandenong Ranges, not normally accessible to the
general public. Tour price is $135 per day. Must be pre-booked. Includes: Gourmet picnic lunches
set in our showcase gardens and elegant canapes and wine evenings. As a special offer to My
Open Garden users you can take advantage of a discount of $30 off a two-day package by quoting
promotion code 'camellia'. Booking discounts apply for multi-day purchases on the full ticket price.
See www.secretgardensofthedandenongranges.com.au for detailed terms and conditions
14 & 15 OCTOBER:
Cranbourne Friends - Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria- GROWING FRIENDS SPRING 2017
PLANT SALE, Cnr Ballarto Road and Botanic Drive, Cranbourne. 10am-4pm both days
Entry FREE.
22 OCTOBER:
Nunawading Community Gardens, 82 Jolimont Road, Forest Hill. First Community Gardens in
Australia, established 1977, celebrates its 40th Birthday! Open day, gardening demonstrations,
advice, plants and products for sale, food trucks, displays, video displays, activiities for children.
Margaret 9878 1702.
28 & 29 OCTOBER:
Succulent & Cacti Show, Mt Waverley Community Centre, Cnr Miller Cres & Stephensons Rd, Mt
Waverley. Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-3pm. Entry $7, children under 15 free. Extensive displays
of cacti and succulents. www.cssaustralia.org.au.
The Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Inc Flower Festival, 100 Hilton Rd, Sassafras. $5 entry,
free for members and under 14s. Sat 12 noon-4pm, Sun 10am-4pm. Features rhododendrons
and azaleas, late spring bulbs and perennials. Guided walks of 4 hectare garden, sales of rare
plants and cut flowers, members photographic display, commercial vendors, and refreshments light
luncheons sausage sizzle. Ample free parking.
Vermont Garden Club's Annual Monster Plant Stall in conjunction with the Victorian Bulb
Society, Brentford Square, 500 Canterbury Road, Forest Hill. 9am until noon Large range of
plants, flowers, Gloriosa Lily tubers, and bulbs. Yvonne 9874 3293
29 OCTOBER:
Orvieto, 37a Summit Rd, Lilydale. 10am-4.30pm Entry $8, students $5, steep rocky aspect.
The Elms, 38 Dudley Rd, Wonga Park, 10am-4.30pm Entry $8, students $5
11 & 12 NOVEMBER:
Rose Society of Victoria Inc Spring Rose Show, Mt Waverley Community Centre, Cnr
Stephensons Rd & Miller Cr, Mt Waverley. Entry $5, conc $4, children under 12 free.Thousands of
the most beautiful and fragrant roses, Speaker Programme, Floral Art Exhibition and competition,
Consultant Rosarians, Members Table, Raffles, Trading Tables, Nurseries, Devonshire Teas and
Bunches of roses. http://www.rosesocietyvic.org.au.
Banool, 57-59 Wonga Road, Ringwood North. 10am-4.30pm Entry $8, students $5
Woodcote, 73 Pascoe Avenue, Kilsyth. 10am-4.30pm Entry $8, students $5
18 & 19 NOVEMBER:
Kinkora, 15-17 Kinkora Road, Hawthorn. 10am-4.30pm Entry $8, students $5
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MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE DUE AT OCTOBER MEETING
Membership is due for renewal at the October 2017 meeting.
The fees will remain at $20, however those members who wish to receive a printed copy
of the newsletter will need to either provide 10 stamps, or pay an extra $10 to cover the
cost of postage.
Tine will collect fees and ‘print copy’ supplements at the October meeting.
The correct money should be in a named envelope.
Other payment methods are:
• Deposit in our Westpac Bank account (be sure to include your name as the reference so
I know who the payment is from) Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners BSB 033039 account
630377
• You can send a cheque or money order made out to Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners to:
Tine Grimston 4 Crimea Close Rowville Vic 3178

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held at 2pm 283 Monbulk Rd Silvan 3175 on Saturday
7th October 2017.
Agenda:
1. Confirmation of 2016 Annual General Meeting minutes (attached)
2. President’s and Secretary’s Report
3. Treasurer’s report and presentation of financial statement
4. Election of Office Bearers.
5. General business
- Proposal to extend current membership year to December 2017, and change future
membership membership years to January to December (instead of October to September)
Only financial members are eligible to vote.
Nominations for Office Bearers:
As per rules, all positions will become vacant. Nomination forms will be available at the AGM.
Nominations for any position must be received by the committee by 7 October. Please contact
tinegrimston@gmail.com or 9752 9897.
Positions are: · President · Secretary · Treasurer · Up to 4 general committee members.

Minutes: Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners Inc. Annual General Meeting
1 October 2016
Held at Elizabeth Bridge Reserve, Durham Rd Kilsyth.
Present:
Denise Berzins, Gail Neale, Glenda Nicholson, Janine McAlpine, Jill Dobson, Jill Farrow, Judy
Percy, Julie Kavanagh, Julie Groves, Louise Wilshaw, Lurline Carroll, Margaret Gibson, Michael
Kavanagh, Pam Campbell, Polly Ashburner, Richard Shrimpton, Robin Arney, Sue Thorne, Susan
Smith Peel, Tine Grimston, Vicki Power.
Apologies received from:
Kathy Smalley, Alice Peet, Barb Moss, Hanna Tengblad, Jan Byers, Joan O'Reilly, Lois Batten,
Muriel Strahan, Robyn Rooke, Wayne Grimston
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Julie Kavanagh welcomed all
Minutes of 2015 A.G.M and Business Arising were read
Proposed: Polly Ashburner. Seconded: Jill Farrow
President’s report.
Julie Kavanagh read out a short report (copy appended) summarising the years activities.
Proposed: Vicki Power, Seconded: Margaret Gibson
Treasurer’s Report.
Tine Grimston read out the annual financial statement (copy appended).
Proposed: Robin Arney, Seconded: Richard Shrimpton
Election of Office BearersPresident thanked previous office bearers and declared all positions vacant.
President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
General committee members: Kathy Smalley, Julie Groves, Judy Percy and Janine McAlpine.
Proposed: Lurline Carroll, Seconded: Denise Berzins
Tine Grimston thanked Julie Kavanagh for the fabulous newsletter she has produced and the great
job she has done over the past year.
General Business.
Newsletter: Julie Kavanagh
Thank you letters - Robin Arney and Jill Dobson Hanging Basket Competition - Julie Kavanagh and
Tine Grimston
Events and Suggestions
Julie Kavanagh Polly Ashburner Tine Grimston
-everyone to bring own flask instead of taking large urn etc. Proposed: Susan Peel Smith,
Seconded: Jill Dobson
-Paul Lucas presentation (30October this year)
-Jefferson Garden
-Paradise Valley Hotel for Xmas at Emerald
-Kris Kringle
- Polly Ashburner suggested Gruyere garden
-Julie Kavanagh suggested a garden in Olinda in March -also Lemontree Cottage Upwey in March
-Cranbourne Gardens, also the train
-Feb Margaret Gibson’s garden
-next Christmas idea, King Henry’s Sassafras 2017
-Jill Farrow to follow up Laserre Garden (Langwarrin) and Sculpture Garden
-Members fees $20 for email and $10 extra for postage Proposed: Tine Grimston, Seconded: Julie
Kavanagh
Julie Kavanagh thanked everybody for coming and the meeting closed
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President's Report
I hope you all agree that we have had another very successful 12 months of
events. I would like to thank the committee, Tine as our Treasurer and website person, Kathy as
Secretary and Judy, Polly, Janine and Julie Groves for their participation in the committee. With the
dedication and willingness from these members, you have enjoyed a varied and interesting year.
People I wish to thank this year are Sue Thorne & Robin Arney for our thank you notes, Denise for
making sure that we always have our cup of tea/coffee, Blanche for the raffles and Glenda for all
the suggestions about events to help this group organise interesting events.
And, of course, thank you to all members for being part of our wonderful Dibble and Hoe
Gardening Club. You have made our club a happy, helpful and caring
group of people.
Some of the highlights of our activities were:
1. Glenda & Janine’s garden, plus AGM
2. Banool in Ringwood
3. Our Christmas get together at Alowyn Gardens
4. Our warm welcome to Margaret’s home for our first get together for 2016
5. We revisited Nonesuch Garden in Lilydale then lunch at Polly’s
6. Everyone really had a fabulous day at Maddie’s Embellished Garden
7. Gentiana Nursery & Pirianda Gardens
8. Basket weaving at Judy Percy’s
9. The native plant Larkin Garden in Lysterfield and Renate’s talk on bees and
honey at Tine’s home
10. A delightful morning at Louise’s & Bernie’s then Karwarra Australian Plant Gardens
11. Entertaining day at Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Spring Show.
Thank you to our members who make us so welcome to their homes and gardens. Without your
input, we would not have such a great variety of events to enjoy.
I am really looking forward to our weekend away to see the gardens of Castlemaine and
surrounding district. I haven’t been to one of their open weekends for over 10 years, but have
always found them very interesting.
We have had healthy member numbers for the 2015/16 year, but that is not always reflected in
attendance numbers. The largest attendance was 34 members at Margaret Gibson's garden in
February. The lowest was 9 members attending the Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Flower show
in September. It is very sad to say good bye to Blanche after her many years of being a member.
The feedback that I have received is that we have enjoyed the presence of male members as it
has made the club more diverse.
Kathy Smalley was elected onto our committee at the AGM meeting in 2009 and became secretary
in November 2012. Our minutes of meetings have been very accurate and she has made sure that
all areas of our group have run smoothly and efficiently. However, as Leigh’s health is gradually
deteriorating, she had decided to become a general member of the committee and retire from
being secretary. Thank you so much for your support during the last four years.
And thank you Julie Groves for taking the minutes of this AGM. I am very appreciative. Thank you
for everyone who donated items for the raffles and if you have any items that you think would be
useful, we would appreciate your donation. And talking about the newsletter! I will continue to ask
people for their input. I have been writing the newsletter since 2003 (except for 2007 and thank you
Jan for helping me out), and every year I ask you the same thing. Have you thought about
writing a profile, an interesting holiday, or a visit to a garden/nursery you think people would enjoy.
After all these heartfelt thank you, this year has been another successful and entertaining year for
the Dibble and Hoe Gardeners Inc. I feel that we are one big happy family and we all enjoy each
others company as well as gardening advice and sharing of plants.
Thank you everyone

Sept, Oct & Nov 2017

Volume 17 No 6

14 of 14

