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Hi Everyone,
Another year has passed by extremely quickly
and the Christmas season is around the corner.
I have been looking at flowers that are used in
Australia during the Christmas season and
realise why I love them so much. They are
usually my favourite colour - red.
The group has had another successful year and
I will include the Presidents Report from the
AGM in this newsletter so that you have an
update. Thank you all the members who were
able to attend the AGM. It was quite a cold wet
day, but it was so wonderful to view Sandra
McMahon and Warwick Sheffield’s astonishing
garden.
We are saying thank you to Kathy Smalley for
being our secretary for five years, but she will
still be a committee member. And a big thank
you to Polly for allowing us to coerce her to
being secretary. I will reiterate a big thank you
to the committee for the huge efforts in making
every meeting this year interesting and
informative.
I am looking forward to our weekend away at
Castlemaine on 5 & 6 November. Plus there is
information about our Christmas get together in
this newsletter. Don’t forget to start looking for a Kris Kringle up to the value of $10, or pot up a
plant from your garden.
Please note: if you are attending dinner at Railway Hotel Castlemaine, Christmas Function and/or
The Lucas’s Open Garden, you must phone or email me. You will find the information in the
newsletter. Also, fees were due on 1 October. If not paid by December 2016, you will not receive
the next newsletter.
A fact about Christmas. Why do we put up trees? Evergreen plants were a symbol of life for
ancient cultures in Egypt and Rome. It became common to decorate the evergreens for the Greek
festival of Saturnalia, and the trend was incorporated in early Christian life. This tradition turned
into the modern Christmas tree in 16th-century Germany.
Our first meeting in 2017 will be on Saturday 4 February at Margaret Gibson’s home.
Merry Christmas everyone. Hope you have a safe and Happy New Year.
Happy Gardening,
Julie
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NOVEMBER 2016 MEETING
DATE:

Saturday 5 & 6 November 2016.

WHEN;

10.30am

WHERE:
Malmsbury Bakery, 75/77 Mollison St, Malmsbury. We are suggesting that anyone
who would like to met at the bakery before we venture to Castlemaine to the open gardens. Some
of us thought that we would have a substantial morning tea/early lunch so that we didn’t waste any
time once we arrived at our destination. If you would like to meet us there at that time, I will book a
table, but you have to let me know (Julie 0408122780). From Boronia, the journey to Malsbury is
90 minutes. It is another 20 minutes to Castlemaine. And for those who want to do their own
thing, that’s great. We might see you at one of the gardens.
The Castlemaine and
District Festival of Gardens
(please click on this link:
http://
www.festivalofgardens.org/)
runs from Saturday 29
October to Sunday 6
November. There are 19
gardens to visit plus many
more events which are
included in the program.
You may purchase this by
either visiting the website or
it is available from the
Information Centre in the
Market Building in Mostyn
Street and at various
venues around the shire.
Each garden is $5 per
person.
I have booked a table in the name of Dibble and Hoe Gardeners at Railway Hotel, 65 Gingell St,
Castlemaine for 7pm. I have booked for 20 people. If you have not let me know about dinner.
please phone me on 0408122780 or email jules.kavanagh@gmail.com. The Railway Hotel bakes
their own bread and makes their own ice creams and sorbets. Their dining options cater for
everyone – for those who desire a hearty pub meal to those that are looking for something a little
special and adventurous.
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DECEMBER 2016 MEETING
DATE:

Saturday 3 December 2016

WHEN:

12 noon

WHERE:

Paradise Valley Hotel, 249 Belgrave-Gembrook Rd, Clematis

WHAT TO BRING:

$23.50 for lunch, Kris Kringle gift to the value of $10

A Christmas lunch has been organised
for $23.50 for 2 courses. It consists of
roast turkey with all the trimmings and
Christmas pudding with brandy
custard. We have organised a table
for our Kris Kringles. We have a
Christmas Seniors menu in December.
It is $23.50 for 2 courses.
It is essential that you advise me
whether you will be attending. Phone
Julie on 0408122780 before 24
November, 2016.
We have decided to leave it up to
yourselves to do whatever you would
like before and after lunch. Below,
you will find a few suggestions to think
about.
Emerald Gardens Nursery, 77A Emerald-Monbulk Road, Emerald - stock includes a large range
of Japanese Maples, Ornamental Pear varieties, Weeping Cherries, Silver Birch varieties, Fruit
trees, grafted ornamental tree varieties, Box and Hedging plants, Screening plants, Grasses and
Flaxes, Shrubs, Climbers, Groundcovers, Succulents, Magnolias, Camellias, Azaleas, Conifers,
Tubestock, Herbs and Seedlings, Potted colour and much more at wholesale and trade prices.
Salvia Display Garden at Nobelius Heritage Park in Emerald, (below the Puffing Billy Line). The
garden can be visited at any time. The garden shows a huge selection of Salvias from all over the
world and how they grow.
Paddys Plants, 103 Main Road Monbulk. They offer a great range of dry tolerant flowering
garden stock, including Australian Native varieties to attract nectar loving birds to your garden,
rhododendrons, nandina, azaleas & camellias for that brilliant winter colour, pittosporums & English
box for hedges & borders, boronias, magnolias, gardenias, carnations, roses, daphne & Michellias
for beautiful sweet scents , seasonal potted colour like pansy, viola, primula and petunia, long
flowering garden shrubs like diascias, dwarf dahlias, geraniums, calibrachoa, dianthus, salvias,
and lavenders for great tough spring/ summer/ autumn colour, ground covers, shade loving plants,
seasonal herbs, shrub ferns, Xmas Poinsettias, cyclamen, begonias and much more!!
Kallista Market, Kallista Community House, 2 Church Street, Kallista - this market has over 60
stalls of locally produced, homemade, handmade and homegrown crafts and produce in an
outdoor market setting. This is a vibrant country market with hand made and home crafted goods
including jewellery, plants, wood crafts and delicious food.
Cockatoo Country Market, 75-79 Pakenham Road Cockatoo 9am-2pm. A proud and friendly
little town where the Artisan monthly market is held. All goods are made, produced or grown by the
stallholders.
East Ringwood Community Market, Railway Avenue, Ringwood East, 8am-1pm. Stalls and car
boots selling trash and treasure in the Ringwood East Railway Station car park.
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OCTOBER 2016 MEETING

Even though the day was cool and
overcast, it did not dampen our
enthusiasm for Sandra and Warwick’s
garden. Sandra talked about the garden
for nearly an hour whilst we were
standing under umbrellas. This is a very
special garden and you will find the notes
below.

Welcome to 'Woodcote'
Garden of landscape designer Sandra McMahon & architect Warwick Sheffield
This half-acre property was purchased in 2008 after a lengthy search for a weatherboard house
(easy to alter) on a larger suburban block. We then embarked upon a joint project of creating a
new garden and converting the 1950's house into a passive energy 'Arts & Crafts Revival' home.
This is an informal garden of rooms. The decision to create such a garden was prompted by
Sandra's interest in plants, their textures, forms and foliage colours, and the broad plant palette
which she employs in her work.
Drainage quickly proved to be a big problem on many parts of this block, particularly on the higher
side of the driveway. Hence the pebble stream passing under the driveway, which acts not only as
a metaphor for water, but in fact as an ephemeral stream, taking excess water away from the front
garden in Winter. This 'stream' continues on in various guises all through the garden, culminating
in the billabong at the lowest point of the rear garden.
Given the existence of the lovely old Moonah (Melaleuca lanceolata), and the Blackwood Wattle in
front of the house, it seemed logical to develop a native garden at the front. Consequently all nonnative plants were removed, and new plantings were designed to suggest Victoria's High Country.
The theme tree throughout the front garden is a form of Snow Gum, Eucalyptus pauciflora 'Little
Snowman' - remarkably successful in Melbourne. The field granite rock work was completed by
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Sandra, with the aid of an endlessly patient bobcat
operator. Rocks are also suggested in the various
clipped Westringias and Correas.
The 'Oxley' Wallaby Grass meadow is suggestive of
a grassy clearing in the bush. This is an amazingly
tough grass and can be mown to form a fine lawn if
desired. It is an extremely soft and drought tolerant
grass, and will withstand regular foot traffic once
established. Interplanted wildflowers include
Wahlenbergia stricta (Tall Bluebell, two forms),
Bulbine bulbosa (Bulbine Lily), Helichrysum
rutidolpepis (Pale Everlasting), Pycnosorus
chrysanthes (Plains Billy-Button), Arthropodium
strictum (Chocolate Lily), Craspedia variabilis
(Common Billy-Button).
The front
garden is
not
irrigated.
New
plantings
are helped
initially
during the establishment phase, but must then survive on
their own. The path to the left of the house past the tanks
provides a transition into a Japanese-inspired area,
extending all along the back of the house. The existence
of the two mature Japanese Maples prompted this design
decision. The loose pebbles suggest water, but also
function as drainage conduits.
The gigantic Elm tree in the back garden is horticulturally a
great challenge. A palette of plants which will grow
successfully under such a voracious tree is steadily being
established. The area surrounding the pond is designed
to suggest a woodland planting - the copse of trees here
are Nyssa sylvatica. Plantings along the far side of the
lawn extending down to the pond include numerous Prairie plants and grasses.
At the upper end of the lawn, obscured by a hedge of Teucrium fruticans, is a small orchard
including White and Yellow Peaches, Quince, Nectarine, Olive, two Blood Plums. Elsewhere in the
garden are a few other fruit trees, as well as raspberries. A metal pergola, crafted by Neil Tait of
Castlemaine, links the rear of the house to a raised vegetable garden, retained by the Coldstream
stone walls. Beyond this area is the rose garden, containing a mix of old-fashioned and modern
roses, interplanted with a wide variety of perennials. Irrigation to the rear garden is provided by a
grey-to-blue water recycling unit, as well as 3 rainwater tanks.
We hope you enjoy your visit!
We ate our lunch under a rotunda at the Elizabeth Bridge Reserve. We had the entire reserve to
ourselves, but I will visit it again one day with my granddaughter as there is so much to do in the
area, good playground, walking path and water to watch ducks, etc.. The AGM was held and I
wish to thank everyone who attended. I have included the Presidents’s Report 2016 below. I
would like to thank Sue Thorne for her excellent idea - she suggested that we all bring our own
thermos of hot drink so that Denise doesn’t have to lug the urn plus accessories to most meetings.
JULIE
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President's Report 2016
I hope you all agree that we have had another very successful 12 months of events. I would like to
thank the committee, Tine as our Treasurer and website person, Kathy as Secretary and Judy,
Polly, Janine and Julie Groves for their participation in the committee. With the dedication and
willingness from these members, you have enjoyed a varied and interesting year.
People I wish to thank this year are Sue Thorne & Robin Arney for our thank you notes, Denise for
making sure that we always have our cup of tea/coffee, Blanche for the raffles and Glenda for all
the suggestions about events to help this group organise interesting events.
And, of course, thank you to all members for being part of our wonderful Dibble and Hoe
Gardening Club. You have made our club a happy, helpful and caring group of people.
Some of the highlights of our activities were:
1.
Glenda & Janine’s garden, plus AGM
2.
Banool in Ringwood
3.
Our Christmas get together at Alowyn Gardens
4.
Our warm welcome to Margaret’s home for our first get together for 2016
5.
We revisited Nonesuch Garden in Lilydale then lunch at Polly’s
6.
Everyone really had a fabulous day at Maddie’s Embellished Garden
7.
Gentiana Nursery & Pirianda Gardens
8.
Basket weaving at Judy Percy’s
9.
The native plant Larkin Garden in Lysterfield and Renate’s talk on bees and honey
at Tine’s home
10.
A delightful morning at Louise’s & Bernie’s then Karwarra Australian Plant Gardens
11.
Entertaining day at Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Spring Show.
Thank you to our members who make us so welcome to their homes and gardens. Without your
input, we would not have such a great variety of events to enjoy.
I am really looking forward to our weekend away to see the gardens of Castlemaine and
surrounding district. I haven’t been to one of their open weekends for over 10 years, but have
always found them very interesting.
We have had healthy member numbers for the 2015/16 year, but that is not always reflected in
attendance numbers. The largest attendance was 34 members at Margaret Gibson's garden in
February. The lowest was 9 members attending the Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Flower show
in September. It is very sad to say good bye to Blanche after her many years of being a member.
The feedback that I have received is that we have enjoyed the presence of male members as it
has made the club more diverse.
Kathy Smalley was elected onto our committee at the AGM meeting in 2009 and became secretary
in November 2012. Our minutes of meetings have been very accurate and she has made sure that
all areas of our group have run smoothly and efficiently. However, as Leigh’s health is gradually
deteriorating, she had decided to become a general member of the committee and retire from
being secretary. Thank you so much for your support during the last four years.
And thank you Julie Groves for taking the minutes of this AGM. I am very appreciative. Thank you
for everyone who donated items for the raffles and if you have any items that you think would be
useful, we would appreciate your donation.
And talking about the newsletter! I will continue to ask people for their input. I have been writing
the newsletter since 2003 (except for 2007 and thank you Jan for helping me out), and every year I
ask you the same thing. Have you thought about writing a profile, an interesting holiday, or a visit
to a garden/nursery you think people would enjoy.
After all these heartfelt thank you, this year has been another successful and entertaining year for
the Dibble and Hoe Gardeners Inc. I feel that we are one big happy family and we all enjoy each
others company as well as gardening advice and sharing of plants. Thank you everyone.
JULIE KAVANAGH - PRESIDENT
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MRS McCRACKEN’S GARDEN
Sometimes when traveling you find
treasures in the most unlikely places.
Having spent the first night of our recent
trip camping in Walpeup (somewhere to
the West of Ouyen), Stuart and I went for
a morning walk, and in this little town with
only a couple of houses, a store and
some wheat silos, came across this lovely
garden.
The garden is situated on a 4160 square
metre block on what was once the town's
commercial centre. The aim of the garden
is to honour district pioneers and also to

demonstrate the possibility of establishing a healthy
garden in a semi-arid region with very low water
usage.
There are around 700 plants in the garden,
including bush tucker plants, rare and endangered
Mallee species, and the collection of Acacia and
Eremophila species is amongst the most
comprehensive in Victoria.
One of the feature gardens was "Mrs McCracken's
Garden", a testimony to early Mallee women who
established gardens despite the lack of readily
available water. Mrs McCracken was the wife of
the local Baker and took over running the bakery
when he went away to war. She was very
community minded and was involved in the Red
Cross and played the piano at concerts and for
community singing.
The garden was a pleasure to walk around, and
was full of bird life.
Many thanks for this story, POLLY.

Q. How do you offend a reindeer?
A. Make an off the hoof remark!
Q. What did the male stamen say to the female pistil?
A. I like you ‘style’!
Some of us go to seed as we grown old and some of us just go to pot.
When weeding, the best way to make sure you are removing a weed and not a valuable
plant is to pull on it. If it comes out of the ground easily, it is a valuable plant.
What do you call it when worms take over the world?
Global Worming.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Paul Bangay’s guide to plants:
Gardens designed by Paul Bangay are renowned for
their elegant proportions, careful use of materials and
inspired choice of plants. In one garden, precise box
hedging will frame billowing beds of perennials; while
in another, olive trees emerge from an undergrowth of
rosemary against a dramatic coastal landscape. In a
Paul Bangay garden, you can be sure that every plant
has been carefully selected to achieve a particular
purpose at a specific site.
This revised and expanded guide is the perfect
companion to Paul Bangay's Garden Design
Handbook, which revealed Paul's insights into
successful garden design and construction, and
answers the question: what do I plant and where?
Rich with anecdotes about what has worked best over
the years, and with a special focus on plants for our
changing climate, the collection showcases Paul's Alist plants - now updated to include over 30 new plants
- with photography from the best in the business,
Simon Griffiths.
Whether you're creating a garden for an inner-city courtyard or a rambling rural estate, this book
contains the practical advice readers need to give their own patch of green the Paul Bangay look.

Paul Bangay’s country gardens:
Look behind the gates of twenty exclusive country
estates from The Mornington Peninsula to The
Hamptons in this magnificent book showcasing the
work of internationally acclaimed garden designer
Paul Bangay.
Paul Bangay's love affair with country gardens dates
back to his childhood. Feast your eyes on these todie-for gardens, each of which features Paul's
distinctive simplicity and elegance, as he writes
passionately of his deeply personal relationship with
each property and its owners.

About the Author

Paul Bangay is one of Australia's most high-profile landscape designers. His working life is divided
between Australian and overseas commissions; his spare time is spent at Stonefields, the garden
he is building in the country. Paul's influential previous books, The Defined Garden, The Boxed
Garden, The Balanced Garden and The Enchanted Garden, continue to find new readers. In 2001
he was awarded the Centenary Medal for his contribution to Australian landscape design.
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OPEN GARDEN SCHEME
All gardens are open between 10.00am - 4.30pm. Entry price $8 (children U18 free).
15 & 16 OCTOBER:
Sam Cox’s garden, 12 Lorimer Road, Wattle Glen. Sam will discuss their garden and the
challenges facing gardens by 'the new normal' of higher temperatures and reduced rainfall in
his talks at 11.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m. on Saturday 15 October.
5 & 6 NOVEMBER:
Halycon, 466 Maroondah Hwy, Healesville. $10
Ridgefield, 58 Boundary Rd, Coldstream. $10 The garden is opening in support of the Gruyere
CFA.
12 & 13 NOVEMBER:
Traralgon Open Gardens, 35 Hoven Dr, Traralgon. 10am04pm, $25 group ticket for 6 gardens
book online www.opengardensvictoria.org.au, $30 group ticket for 6 gardens at the gate, single
garden $8. Proceeds to La Trobe Valley’s Life Skills for Young People.
19 & 20 NOVEMBER:
St Mervyns - Andrew Stark designed garden, 3-5 Black Street, Brighton.
26 & 27 NOVEMBER:
Big Hill, 889 Skyline Road, Christmas Hills.
Minemoorong, 530 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd, Kangaroo Ground.

UPCOMING EVENTS
15 & 16 and 22 & 23 OCTOBER:
Gardivalia, Festival of Gardens, West Gippsland. Open gardens, food gardens, garden events,
inspiring workshops. Visit website for full program, including maps and events or phone Vicky
5627b5621 or Maree 0427 046 805. www.gardivalia.com.au
16 OCTOBER:
Maddies Embellished Garden, 80 Pembroke Rod, Mooroolbark. 10am-4pm. Cost $6/adult, $1/
child. All proceeds to Mary McKillop East Timor Mission. Refreshments and Devonshire tea will be
available. Also handmade goodies and bric a brac contributed by local artists and gardeners for
sale. Sorry CASH only.
22 OCTOBER:
Alister Clark Memorial Rose Garden - Open Day, Alister Clark Memorial Rose Garden, cnr
Green Street and Bulla Road, Bulla Mel 177 B8. Time: 10am - 3:30pm, FREE entry. The Alister
Clark Memorial Rose Garden is the most complete public collection of Alister Clark roses. These
beautiful roses which are rarely seen in public gardens will be in full bloom on the day.
Contact Helen on 03 9205 2306.
Preston garden Club - Spring Show, Preston City Hall, cnr Gower and High St Preston.
2pm-6pm, entry FREE. Lovely traditional show bringing Spring to you. Bill on 03 94780269.
22 & 23 OCTOBER:
Cactus & Succulent Society of Australia - Succulent & Cacti Show and HUGE Plant sale, Mt
Waverley Community Centre - 47 Miller Crescent Mt Waverley. Times Sat 10am-5pm, Sun
10am-3pm. Entry $7 , Children U15 FREE. Extensive displays of Cacti & Succulents. Sellers and
growers come together to offer their finest, give advice and answer your questions. Interesting,
unusual and often hard to get plants for sale.
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Ferny Creek Horticultural Society - Flower Festival, Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Hall, 100
Hilton Rd, Sassafras (MEL 66E12), Saturday 12pm - 4pm, Sunday 10am - 4pm. Officially judged
fantastic flower displays. Guided walks of 4 hectare garden. Sales of rare plants and cut flowers.
Members' photographic display. Commercial vendors. Refreshments, light luncheons, sausage
sizzle. Flower Festival Features: Rhododendrons and azaleas. Late spring bulbs and perennials
www.fchs.org.au
The Growing Friends’ Super Plant Sale 2016 in conjunction with The Botanic and Rare Plant
Fair, Royal /botanic Gardens, inside Observatory Gate, opposite The Shrine, 10am-4pm, entry
$10. Free to Melbourne Friends of the Botanic Gardens on presentation of Membership Card.
Details: Catalogue online one week before sale. 10% discount ONLY for Growing Friends' plants
for members (excludes Sunday specials)
Contact: 9650 6398 or friends@frbgmelb.org.au or http://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org
29 & 30 OCTOBER:
Sarcanthinae and other Genera Orchid Spectacular Open Show, Ringwood & Yarra Valley
Orchid Societies, Keystone Hall, Civic Centre Square (opposite Croydon Library), 9am-4pm.
Adults $5, seniors $3, children u16 free. Michelle 0419 699 949
30 OCTOBER:
Victorian Iris Society Inc Iris Show, Mt Waverley Community Centre - 47 Miller Crescent Mt
Waverley, 11am-4pm. Entry $6 , Children U13 free. Iris rhizomes, afternoon tea, souvenirs,
literature and catalogues. Information 9570 1488.
5 & 6 NOVEMBER:
Australian Pelargonium & Geranium Society - Annual Spring Show, Bellfield Community
Centre cnr Oriel Rd & Banksia St Ivanhoe, Sat 12pm-4pm, Sun 9.30am-4pm, cost $5 (inc Morning
& Afternoon Tea). Plants & Cuttings for sale. Contact Lorna on 03 9438 4080
The Rose Society of Victoria - Spring Rose Show, Mount Waverley Community Centre, 47
Miller Crescent, Mount Waverley (opposite the Mount Waverley Railway Station). Sat
1pm-5.30pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm. Refreshments available. Schedule available on website
at www.rosesocietyvic.org.au or contact Carl on 03 51353341 or at emmeck@tpg.com.au.
10 NOVEMBER:
Ancient Trees at Ard Choille, Ard Choille, 80 Turner Ave, off Braemar College Road, out of
Woodend. Macedon Ranges 3442, 10.30am. Join Stephen Ryan on a discovery tour of these
grand old ladies. Come and say "hi" to these magnificent specimens, hugs are encouraged. Did
you know their ancestors started their journey to Australia with the first fleet ? Cost $30pp
includes workshop morning tea and tour. Bookings Essential: info@ardchoillegarden.com.au
Website: www.ardchoillegarden.com.au
11, 12 & 13 NOVEMBER:
Ballarat Gardens in Spring 2016. The Open Gardens on offer will not disappoint and all certainly
‘show off’ Ballarat’s heritage, history and beauty. Take your time to visit all the gardens which are
in easy reach from one another. Meet the owners and volunteers, experience the unique ambiance
of each garden and glean some local knowledge to take home a few ideas for your garden.
Indulge your senses by taking advantage of the program and associated events and appreciate
beautiful Ballarat this Spring - the true garden city. Melbourne visitors, Special Guided Coach
Tour, Sunday 13th November. Visit four open gardens with a local guide. Tour starts at the
Ballarat Railway Station for passengers arriving on the 11.02am train from Melbourne and will
return for the 4.19pm departure. $25 per person includes garden entry and bus tour. The coach
will stop in Ballarat’s city centre for guests to purchase lunch. Bus tour subject to sufficient
numbers. Bookings and pre-payment essential. Book Online www.trybooking.com/214692.
Further details 0407 554306. Full details http://www.ballaratopengardens.com.au.
12 & 13 NOVEMBER:
Bromeliad Show, Phoenix Park Community Centre, Rob Roy Road, Chadstone. Sat 9am-5pm,
Sun 9am-4pm. Adults $4, Seniors $3. Barry Robinson 9801 1628
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12 & 13 and 19& 20 NOVEMBER:
Garden Designfest, 12 & 13 gardens in Melbourne metropolitan area and Mornington Peninsula.
19 & 20 gardens in regional Victoria, Euroa, Bendigo, Geelong, Macedon, West Gippsland and
Ballarat. Information http://gardendesignfest.com.au. Single garden entry prices are $5.00, $8.00
or $12.00. Metro/Peninsula ALL Gardens Tickets for November 12 and 13 are available for $60
per person.
19 & 20 NOVEMBER:
African Voilet & Gesneriad 2016 Annual Show & Plant Sale, Mt Waverley Community Centre,
47 Miller Cres, Mt Waverley. Adults $5, children free. Sat 1pm-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm.
Demonstrations, supplies, refreshments.

SPECIAL EVENTS
30 OCTOBER:
Paul and Maureen Lucas, 64 Timbertop Drive, Rowville. 1-5pm. Free. There will be no food or
drink, no plant sales - just the garden. If you would like to attend, could you please phone Julie
Kavanagh on 0408122780 or email jules.kavanagh@gmail.com before Tuesday 25 October.
12 NOVEMBER:
Kerryn and Bradley Hayden, Glandore Homestead, Plunkett Rd, Bowna, N S W. Bowna is a
community in the South East part of the Riverina, which is a four hour drive from Melbourne. This
open garden is held for Red Cross and all money going to breast cancer research. Kerry is Judy
Percy’s daughter and she is battling with breast cancer. Dibble and Hoe has visited Kerryn &
Bradley’s house a few times when they lived closer to Melbourne. Please think about supporting
Judy’s family.

30 NOVEMBER:
Yarrunga Retirees bus trip to Marysville. Leave 9 am back approximately 3 pm- 3.30 pm 2.5+
hrs in the bus overall. Bus cost $23 pp. Morning tea/coffee supplied BYO nibbles and visit
Trout farm Entry $2 pp includes talk ,fishing and fish purchased extra cost.
(optional) Visit to Maryville Phoenix Black Saturday museum $5 pp
(optional) Lunch at Elkanah Guest house $24 for 2 courses plus tea/coffee
(optional) Visit Bruno’s Sculpture park $7 pp includes talk
Minimum cost $25 with BYO morning tea nibbles and doing your own thing plus buy lunch in
Marysville. Maximum cost $61 for all entry fees and lunch with BYO morning tea only.
Non-members may attend by filling in a guest form and paying $25 at Yarrunga Community
Centre Office or over the phone 97228942. Form available by email from Glenda
gnicholson@iprimus.com.au
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GLENDA’S EXPERIENCE WITH BEES IN HER GARDEN
Glenda phoned me one day to ask for Renata Crow’s (bee lady that came to our July meeting)
phone number. However as Renata was overseas, Glenda contacted Maroondah Council who
gave out some phone numbers.
She phoned Sara 0431268344 but she was out of town
so she gave Glenda another contact from her bee group/
David 0411576640. David came nearly straight away
and gathered the bees into a box and left it there until it
was dark to take the bees away as they were more
settled during the night. When asked how much, he said
‘A donation’, so Glenda gladly donated some money. He
took a video of the bees getting into the box for his kids.
Glenda has also indicated that she would be interested in
getting a hive permanently.
Whilst they were talking, Glenda found out some
interesting information about tomatoes.
Tomatoes are "self-pollinating" plants. They have what's
called "perfect" flowers. What this means is that they
have flowers that have both the stamen and the stigma
(male and female parts) on the same blossom. So, the
pollen from the stamen falls onto its own stigma and we
have pollination and eventually, fruit. Often this is
process has been completed before the flowers are fully
open - but not always. Beans, eggplant and peppers are
self-pollinating, too.
The end of the style (stigma) is where the pollen grain sticks to that ends up producing fruit. The
idea is that if the style is very long, it may make it possible for other insects to pollinate the flower
before its own pollen can drop onto the stigma. On the other hand, tomato species that have
blossoms which carry a short style make it nearly impossible for outside (cross) pollination.
You can actually help your tomato plant set more fruit this season by showing it some tactile love.
You just take the flowering branches and give them a gentile shake. The pollen will drop from the
stamen of the flower onto the pistil. There's no magic number of times you should shake your
tomato plants; you just sort of wing it. Gardeners usually do it two or three times a day to ensure
good pollination. Left alone, the wind would shake the blossoms, as would the fluttering of bees'
wings. But, gardeners everywhere swear that they harvest higher fruit yields with this simple
technique.
Tomato plants in a greenhouse need no bees, just mild agitation so each flower pollinates itself
http://www.aussiebee.com.au/blue-banded-bee-information.html
Thank you Glenda for this very interesting information.

VICTORIAN HANGING BASKET COMPETITION
MELBOURNE INTERNATIONAL FLOWER AND GARDEN SHOW
Thank you Tine for agreeing to help me with the basket for this event. Jill Farrow, Judy
Percy, Tine and myself have entered this competition many times. Thank you to everyone
else who has competed. However, maybe next year, someone else could volunteer to
represent Dibble and Hoe. You will be able to follow our progress in our newsletters next
year.
JULIE K

