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Hi Everyone,
I had a wonderful day 
yesterday at Karwarra 
Nursery with the members 
who were able to attend.  I 
am full of praise about using 
native plants in your garden.  
In this dull part of late winter, 
many of our native plants are 
displaying plenty of colour to 
brighten our day. 

This newsletter is again early, 
as a few of our members are 
holidaying together in Bali.  
Hopefully, will have a few 
photographs and stories 
about gardens and plants in 
our next newsletter. 

The Open Garden Scheme will launch the spring season at Attila Kapitany’s fascinating 
succulent garden on August 27 and 28.  I have included all these gardens in a separate 
area.  I am hoping to look at two gardens that might be one of our future gardening events. 

I have been able to include another interesting article from The Senior by Maureen Lucas. 

And I must apologise to everyone, that I forgot to include the information about our 
November meeting - The Castlemaine Open Garden Weekend.  Some members have 
already booked their accommodation.  Please let me know if your are able to come and 
you would like to join us on Saturday night for dinner at the The Railway Hotel, 
Castlemaine. 

At our February 2016 meeting, there were some discussion about the increased costs of 
postage.  At the October 2016 AGM we will propose that there be a change in our fee 
structure to cover this cost.  We will propose that regular membership fees remain at $20.  
BUT  In addition, those members who wish to receive a print copy of newsletters in 
2016/17 will need to pay an extra $10 to cover the cost of postage.  Seniors wanting a 
print copy will have the option of providing 10 ‘seniors’ stamps in lieu of the extra $10. 

I read this on the internet the other day - Winter is the season in which people try to 
keep the house as warm as it was in the summer, when they complained about the 
heat. ~Author Unknown 

How true! 

Happy gardening, 
Julie 
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2016 COMMITTEE 
 President   Julie Kavanagh  0408122780 
 Minutes Secretary  Kathy Smalley  9761 8251 
 Treasurer   Tine Grimston  9752 9897 
 Newsletter Editor  Julie Adams   0408122780 
 Committee:   Polly Ashburner  9756 7342 
     Julie Groves   9723 1762 
     Janine McAlpine  9723 6867 
     Judy Percy   9723 5069 

SEPTEMBER 2016 MEETING 
WHEN:  Saturday 3 September 2016, 12 noon onwards 

WHERE:  Ferny Creek Horticultural Society - Spring Show, 100 Hilton Road, Sassafras 
Mel 66:E12, ample parking. 

COST: Entry $5; free for members and Under 14 year olds. 

Fantastic flower displays, officially judged exhibits, photographic displays, informative guided 
garden walks.  Officially judged fantastic flower displays.  Guided walks of 4 hectare garden.  Sales 
of rare plants and cut flowers  Members' photographic display.  Commercial vendors.  
Refreshments, light luncheons, sausage sizzle.  Spring Show Features: Daffodils & Camellias. 
Early spring bulbs & perennials 

You can either buy your lunch or bring you own. The show closes at 4.30pm. 

Unfortunately our other September event has been cancelled and it was beyond our control.  I 
have included a few interesting events near Ferny Creek.  Hope you will be able to fill in your day 
successfully. 

Kallista Market, Kallista Community House, 2 Church Street, Kallista.  9am-1pm.  Free entry. 
This market has over 60 stalls of locally produced, homemade, handmade and homegrown crafts 
and produce in an outdoor market setting.  This is a vibrant country market with hand made and 
home crafted goods including jewellery, plants, wood crafts and delicious food.  Great place for a 
morning coffee and a incredible range of choice from the various food stalls. 

The Gully Market is held in the Upper Ferntree Gully Station Car Park, located on Burwood 
Highway in Upper Ferntree Gully from 8am-3pm Saturday.  Ample parking is available.  The Gully 
Market has a wide variety of stalls, but is best known as a speciality plant market, including 
carnivorous plants, bonsai, fresh flowers, rare bulbs, ferns, and more.   

Unwrapped Pantry, 164 Colby Drive, Belgrave South. Selling nuts, seeds, dried fruits, pulses, 
flours and sugars in bulk. A great addition to the Belgrave South group of shops.  Unfortunately at 
this stage they do not have Eftpos facilities, so cash only.  A new addition to the store is Grateful 
Harvest Kombucha on tap in two flavours Spiced Orange and Turmeric and Ginger. 
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MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE DUE AT OCTOBER MEETING 

Membership is due for renewal at the October 2016 meeting.  You can only vote at the AGM 
if you are a financial member. 

For the 2016/17 membership year - the fees will remain at $20 for the period October 2016 
to September 2017. 

We will be proposing that these members who wish to get a print newsletter must pay a 
surcharge of $10 or provide 10 senior stamps to cover the cost of postage. 

Tine will collect fees and ‘print copy’ supplements at the October meeting.  The correct 
money should be in a named envelope. 

Other payment methods are: 
• Deposit in our Westpac Bank account (be sure to include your name as the reference so I 
know who the payment is from) 
Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners BSB 033039 account 630377 
• You can send a cheque or money order made out to Dibble & Hoe Cottage 
Gardeners to: Tine Grimston 4 Crimea Close Rowville Vic 3178 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held at Elizabeth Bridge Reserve, Durham Road, 
Kilsyth on Saturday 1st October 2016. 

Agenda: 
1. Confirmation of 2016 Annual General Meeting minutes 
2. President’s and Secretary’s Report 
3. Treasurer’s report and presentation of financial statement  
4. Election of Office Bearers. 
5. General business 

Only financial members can be eligible to vote. 
Nominations for Office Bearers: As per rules, all positions will become vacant. 
Nomination forms will be available at the AGM. 
Nominations for any position must be received by the secretary by 2nd October. 

Please contact Kathy Smalley: kathleensmalley@gmail.com or 9761 8251. 

Positions are: · President · Secretary · Treasurer · Up to 4 general committee members. 
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AUGUST 2016 MEETING

As I was unable to attend the morning of 
this meeting at Louise and Bernie’s 
place, I have asked a few people to 
comment.  All I can say is that everyone 
had a fantastic time and that there wasn’t 
enough time to visit another garden as 
everyone was very content to sit and talk 
to each other!   

I would have loved to have been there as 
a few people who have been unable to 
attend in the last few months, were there.  
And a very huge apology to Louise and 
Bernie.  The arrival time at their place 
was supposed to be 11am and somehow 
I accidentally typed 10am!  So full marks 

to this wonderful couple for not 
saying anything and welcoming the 
group. 

We were a small but enthusiastic 
group that arrived at Karwarra 
Australian Plant Garden.  We 
started and ended our journey at 
the nursery which was well stocked 
with plants that were displayed in 
the gardens.  It was very obvious 
by new plantings that a vigorous 
update on display beds was in 
progress.  Bernie is incredibly 
knowledgable about Australian 
natives.  He and a number of 

others were having a 
wonderful time discussing 
the various species.  The 
rest of us walked around 
with a garden volunteer, 
Margaret, who said that she 
really didn’t know that much 
about the plants!  Well, 
were we in for a shock - this 
lady had an outstanding 
knowledge of plants and 
their habits.  And she was 
so enthusiastic, that we had 
no problems is listening to 
her for over 1 1/2 hours! 

Another very enjoyable day 
with the group. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Backyard water gardens - how to build, plant & maintain 
ponds, streams and fountains by Veronica Lorson Fowler 

Veronica Fowler’s comprehensive step-by-step manual shows you 
not only how to install your water garden, but maintain it entirely on 
your own. 

Backyard Water Gardens teaches you how to install liners, pre-
formed shapes, containers, and aboveground pools and fountains. 
From there, it helps you choose plants, add them to your garden, 
fertilize, prune, divide, and ward off pests and diseases. But 
Fowler’s book goes far beyond the basics, covering all the 
maintenance and troubleshooting of water feature hardscapes—
from a rip in a liner, to a damaged pool, to maintaining equipment 
and filters (including seasonal maintenance for winter care). 

Veronica Fowler’s Backyard Water Gardensallows you to fully enjoy the convenience and 
versatility of water gardening, all while maintaining it with ease for years to come. 

Backyard Water Gardens is truly an all-inclusive manual, encompassing every style, type, and size 
of water feature imaginable. No matter the “feel” you wish to convey in your garden—casual, 
formal, or whimsical—Fowler’s book enables you to create it with confidence. Your range of 
hardscape options is incredibly vast, from small, container-sized fountains that complement any 
space with added sound and movement, to large in-ground or aboveground ponds and streams. 
Larger installations not only provide soothing, rejuvenating sights and sounds; they can also house 
fish and plants and passively attract natural wildlife to your backyard. 

This is an American book, but the step by step instructions are easy to follow.  The photographs of 
all equipment required are clear so that I am sure that equivalent Australia parts may be 
purchased. 

A Table in the Orchard : my delicious life by Michelle 
Crawford 

Organising cocktail parties at the Sydney Opera House sounds 
perfectly glamorous, and for a while it was for Michelle Crawford. 
But once she became a mother, the yearning to find her own little 
slice of heaven in the country could no longer be ignored.  

For years she had daydreamed of a little farmhouse, with smoke 
curling out of the chimney, where she could slow down and grow 
her own food. Last but not least, she was hungry for a new 
adventure.  

An old farmhouse nestled in Tasmania's lush Huon Valley offered 
the chance to make that dream come true – and adventure in 
spades, from her first disastrous attempt at planting a vegie 
garden to raising a bunch of chickens with attitude, learning to 
love her wood stove and foraging for treasure to make sloe gin, 
jam and bake cakes. Lots of cakes.  

Warm, down to earth and inspiring, and lushly illustrated with lip-smacking images and recipes, A 
table in the Orchard is breathtaking proof of how seductive a taste of slow living in one of the most 
beautiful valleys in Tasmania might be. 

Like Michelle, you might be tempted to make your own crumpets - or run away to the Apple Isle. 
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RECIPE 

EASY MUFFINS 
 
INGREDIENTS: 
1 medium sweet potato, grated 
1 medium zucchini, grated 
1 medium red onion, grated 
1/2 cup cheese, grated 
100g feta, crumbled 
1/3 cup wholemeal flour 
4 eggs 

METHOD: 
Combine all ingredients and spoon into mini muffin 
trays.  Bake at 180oC for 15 minutes.  Freeze well.  
Makes 30 mini muffins. 

5 & 6 NOVEMBER 2016 WEEKEND
The Castlemaine & District Festival of Gardens, please click on this link: http://
www.festivalofgardens.org/.   As yet, the participating gardens haven’t been announced, but if you 
would like further information please contact Peter Morris 03 5470 5905 or Bede Gibson 03 5474 
8262.  There will be about 25 gardens participating this year. 

There is plenty of accommodation in Castlemaine.  To look for accommodation, try this link: 
http://www.maldoncastlemaine.com.au/accommodation/free-accommodation-booking-service/ 
Freecall 1800 171 888 or email at visitors@mountalexander.vic.gov.au with your enquiry details.   

Please let me know if your are able to come and you would like to join us on Saturday night for 
dinner at the The Railway Hotel, Castlemaine. 

http://www.festivalofgardens.org/
http://www.maldoncastlemaine.com.au/accommodation/free-accommodation-booking-service/
mailto:visitors@mountalexander.vic.gov.au
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USES FOR VICKS VAPORUB
To get rid of headache, cold, cough, congested nose, chest and throat stuffiness, most of us rely 
on Vicks VapoRub. But, do you know that this versatile product can do much more than this? If not, 
read the article! You will be definitely surprised to know the amazing uses of Vicks VapoRub, which 
you didn’t know yet. 

Deter Mosquitoes.  Apply a small amount of Vaseline on your clothing and skin. It will keep the 
mosquitoes away from you. 
Sinus Headaches.  Vicks VapoRub is a good home remedy for treating sinus headaches. Apply 
Vicks under your nose. Breathe deeply. The menthol present in it will calm the headache. 
Alleviate Acne.  It might sound a little crazy, but Vicks VapoRub helps in clearing your skin. Apply 
it on acne several times a day. This will soothe and dry out acne. 
Stage Tears.  Need to shed tears on cue for a photo shoot or stage performance? Just pat small 
quantity of Vicks VapoRub under your eyes.  Note- Don’t apply it into your eyes or on your eyelids. 
Natural Insect Repellant.  Rub Vicks VapoRub on your neck, inner knees, elbows, and behind 
your ears. It will keep insects away from you. To ward off flies, open the bottle of Vicks on the 
picnic table. Isn’t it the best eco-friendly trick to apply with insects? 
Dissolve Bruises.  Mix a pinch of salt in Vicks VapoRub. Apply it on a fresh bruise. It will break up 
the bruise quickly. 
Mitigate Sore Muscles.  Gently rub Vicks VapoRub on sore muscles. Then, cover the affected 
area with a warm and dry towel. Lie down or slightly lift the paining limb, till soreness reduces. 
Practice it thrice a day. 
Skin Moisturizer.  Vicks VapoRub is an excellent moisturiser for dry skin. Rub it on your dry skin 
and feel the magic! 
Tennis Elbow.  Are you suffering from tennis elbow? Rub Vicks VapoRub and get rid of the pain. 
Menthol and camphor, present in it, will heal the aching elbow. Re-apply till the elbow stops aching. 
Heal Cracked Heels.  Spread a thick layer of Vicks VapoRub on your heels and feet. Then don the 
cotton socks. Wash your feet in the morning, with warm water. Use pumice stone to exfoliate the 
softened skin. Employ it every night, for maintaining the healthy and smooth heels. 
Fingernail or Toenail Fungus.  Rub Vicks VapoRub on the infected toenail or fingernail, two times 
a day. Cover your feet with cotton socks, at bedtime. Frequently trim the nails, till infected part is 
entirely removed. 
Chest Decongestant.  Apply Vicks VapoRub on your throat and chest, to get relief from 
congestion symptoms and cough. 
Prevent Your Cat from Scratching.  To prevent your mischievous Miss Kitty from tarnishing 
windows, walls and doors, rub a small quantity of Vicks VapoRub to these areas. 
Cold Sores.  Rub a little on the area when you begin to feel one coming on. 
Heal Splinters or Cuts.  For speeding up the healing time and preventing infection, apply Vicks on 
any splinter or cut. 
Reek-free Racehorses.  On the race day, professional racers rub Vicks VapoRub below the 
nostrils of racehorses. It deters the horses from the fascinating stench of the female pony, thereby 
keeping them focused on the race. 
Stretch Marks.  Apply Vicks VapoRub on the stretch marks. You will notice the result within two 
weeks of regular application. 
Deter Pet Pee-Pee.  If you want to prevent your pet from wetting the rug or any area of the house, 
put an open bottle of Vicks VapoRub in those areas. 
Get Rid of Eczema.  Apply Vicks VapoRub on the eczema affected skin. It will lessen the 
inflammation and itchiness. 
Ear Pain Reliever.  Apply Vicks VapoRub on a cotton ball. Put it in aching ear. It will provide you 
instant relief. 
Athletes Feet.  To heal athlete’s feet, apply Vicks VapoRub two times a day. 
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HOUSEHOLD CHORES YOU SHOULD STOP DOING
We each have a limited time on this planet and there’s no point wasting any of it on chores, 
especially if there’s an easy hack that means you can do them much quicker. 
“There has to be an easier way,” we’ve all thought at some stage, hands stinging from harsh 
cleaning liquids. Thankfully, it turns out maintaining a clean house can be much easier if you give 
up on these chores you just don’t need to do. 
Washing up dishes before you put them in the dishwasher 
Don’t do the dishwasher’s job for it. Other washing up errors include putting the dishwasher on 
when it’s only half full, which wastes water and means you have to unpack it and stack it twice. If 
you really want to save time quit towel drying everything, plates and cutlery are just fine if you 
leave them to air-dry.  You should definitely stop washing dishes before you put them in the 
dishwasher. 
Scrubbing out your microwave 
There’s a simpler way to clean your microwave; boil a cup of water in it, then give it a wipe over. 
The steam will loosen food particles and get rid of the smell. If you cover dishes there won’t be 
much to clean up in the first place. Similarly you can clean your oven much less frequently by using 
a disposable oven liner.  
Making your bed  
You should never make your bed, and there’s scientific evidence to back this up. If you fold up your 
sheets as soon as you get up in the morning, all of the skin cells, sweat, mites and their droppings 
– which can cause asthma and allergies – will be trapped underneath. Plus it’s a waste of time if 
you’re only going to get back into it later on.  
Cleaning the floor  
Of course you need to vacuum and mop your floor regularly, but you can save time by just focusing 
on the high traffic areas. Clean the visibly dirty areas as soon as they need it, while the entire 
house only needs a go-over once a week, according to experts. It makes sense and it’s not gross –
 if the floor is being used less, it’s less dirty. 
It’s better for your health to have an unmade bed. 
Finding things you might have lost 
Trying to leave the house in the morning and sorting through all the clutter on the bench to find the 
one thing you need is agony. Sorting through clutter is a waste of time that you won’t need to 
endure if you store and sort everything properly. Or go one better and get rid of the clutter in your 
life weighing you down.  
Ironing 
You can have non-wrinkled clothes without having to lug out the ironing board. If you put them in 
the dryer and then hang them up straight away they don’t need ironing, and sometimes the steam 
from a hot shower gives the same effect. Alternatively, just wear wrinkled linen clothes all the time 
or pop on a jacket, and there is absolutely no need to iron T-shirts.        The Age 5 August, 2016 

Pimelea physodes
Family:Thymelaeaceae.  Distribution:Sandplains and 
hillsides in the south of Western Australia.  Common 
Name:Qualup bell.  Derivation of Name:Pimelea... Fom 
Greek pimele, soft fat, referring to the oily seeds or fleshy 
cotyledons.physodes... From Greek physodes, bellows-like, 
presumably referring to the inflated character of flower head. 

It is a small, erect shrub to about 1 metre high with oval 
shaped leaves to about 10 mm long by 6 mm wide. The small 
flowers occur in clusters at the ends of the branches and are 

enclosed by leafy bracts which produce a large, pendent, 
flower head giving a bell shape similar to some of the Western Australian darwinias (which are not 
related). The bracts may be yellow, green, red or purple in colour. Flowering occurs in winter and 
spring.  This species has been widely exploited for cut flowers by bush picking. However, with 
restrictions now in place to eliminate bush picking, a considerable amount of research has been 
undertaken into cultivation requirements for the species.  I found this species at Karwarra Garden. 
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HANDY HINTS
As I go around the traps, gardeners often ask me to give them hints on how to achieve a better 
outcome in their garden. 

Here are some of my favourites: 
1.  When potting up cuttings or plants, line the bottom of the pot with large leaves to ensure the 
potting mix does not run out through the drainage holes.  This also gives a little bit of bottom heat 
as the leaves rot down, which helps the plant grow and produce roots faster.  In the absence of 
leaves, newspaper will do a similar job but do not use old shadecloth mesh because it will strangle 
the developing roots. 
2.  For cuttings, put five or six of the one type in a 20cm pot in preference to one per pot.  Cuttings 
like 'friends' to grow up with.  Label them. 
3.  A mix of honey and Vegemite makes a good 'rooting hormone'.  Some gardeners say they get 
an almost 100% strike rate by this method. 
4.  The slats from old venetian blinds can be cut into pieces and used for plant tags.  Use 
waterproof marker pens to write the name of the plant. 
5.  When you buy new plants in pots leave them in the pot for several weeks and sit the pot in its 
eventual position to acclimatise before planting.  This way, any problems with the plant or position 
will show up early. 
6.  Folded plastic supermarket bags (with small cuts in them) are useful to place inside the liners of 
hanging baskets before you fill with potting mix.  This helps to hold more water in the basket and 
the holes you have made give sufficient drainage.  Plants grow much better this way and do not 
dry out as quickly. 
7.  When designing the garden, you want lots of leaf shape, colour and texture.  As I write this, my 
garden is full of autumn colour and although there are not a lot of flowers out, it still looks fantastic. 
8.  As well as mulching the garden I also mulch many of my pots - they look better and don't dry 
out as quickly.  This can be done with thin lawn clippings or regular mulch.  But for succulent 
plants, I use small decorative gravel - usually white or cream - nothing too garish. 

This article is from The Seniors Newspaper, June 2016 edition.  Maureen Lucas writes a column 
called Bloomin’ Beautiful. 

OPEN GARDEN SCHEME 

Open Gardens Victoria Inc is a new not-for-profit organization formed to continue the long tradition 
of opening private gardens throughout Victoria. 

Victoria has a proud horticultural history - Australia's first open garden program was launched here 
in 1987 and over the years the much-loved scheme has proven irresistible to garden lovers. Open 
Gardens Victoria  continues to provide the opportunity to visit wonderful gardens in this State, 
building on the legacy handed down by Open Gardens Australia following its closure at the end of 
June 2015. 

The Annual Program.  Each season OGV  offers a program of inspirational gardens encompassing 
the entire range from designer to owner-grown and maintained, huge to tiny, rural to metropolitan 
and everything in between! The program features a mix of gardens that have delighted visitors in 
the past along with a selection of wonderful new ones. 

The 2016-17 season is looking very exciting, with a huge variety of gardens and locations being 
scheduled. We will put details online as dates are finalised so keep checking the website! The 
spring season will launch at Attila Kapitany’s fascinating succulent garden on August 27 and 28.  

Further information can be found at http://www.opengardensvictoria.org.au/.  For queries and 
suggestions:  info@opengardensvictoria.org.au.  Postal Address: Open Gardens Victoria, PO Box 
655, Hawthorn 3122.  Phone: 0472 997880 
All gardens are opened.  10.00am - 4.30pm.  Entry price $8  (children U18 free) 

http://www.opengardensvictoria.org.au/
mailto:info@opengardensvictoria.org.au
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27 & 28 AUGUST: 
Attila Kapitany's, 1 The Lough Court, Narre Warren North 
The garden features an extraordinary collection of architectural agaves, aloes and yuccas amid 
colourful ground-covering succulents and Australian bottle trees in a series of terraced garden 
rooms.Guided tours of the garden will be offered every two hours. Plants, seeds and books for 
sale. Coffee cart on Saturday 27th. 

10 & 11 SEPTEMBER: 
Munro Court, Castlemaine.  A community of 8 sustainable gardens.  In this far-sighted Castlemaine 
development a community of eight sustainably-designed houses in water-wise gardens sits around 
a small court.  The court now houses 18 residents ranging in age from three to 93 years.  Visitors 
will be able to explore all of the gardens and walk right around most of the houses, with  the 
owners onsite to discuss the sustainability features of the designs. 

TUESDAY 13 SEPTEMBER: 
Steven Wells Talk on Thereapeutic Gardens. Insights from his Churchill Fellowship Travels, Mueller 
Hall, Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne 6.30 pm.  Entry price $20, Friends of OGV $15.  Steven 
Wells is a keen gardener who is passionate about plants and sharing the benefits of gardening and 
horticultural therapy. He has successfully combined his nursing and horticulture careers to be 
working as a horticultural therapist, nurse and the Gardens Project Officer at Austin Health in 
Melbourne. He has established the horticultural therapy program and designed and implemented 
the sensory and healing gardens at Austin Health’s Royal Talbot Rehabilitation Centre. In his role 
as the Garden Project Officer he has successfully developed gardens throughout Austin Health’s 
three campuses for the benefit of the patients, visitors and staff. Steven is the 2012 ABC 
Gardening Australia magazine ‘Gardener of the Year’ and was awarded a Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust Fellowship in 2015 to research the development, use and management of 
therapeutic gardens in healthcare settings.  Please book. 

17 & 18 SEPTEMBER:  
Stoke, 150 Warrandyte Road, North Ringwood 
Woodlands,152 Warrandyte Road, North Ringwood 
The gardens of Stoke and Woodlands (also open for Open Gardens Victoria) are connected by a 
gate and pathways. 

24 & 25 SEPTEMBER: 
Fairholm, 35 Prospect Hill Road, Camberwell 
Placida, 4 Coppin Grove, Hawthorn, garden of Lesley and Roger Gillespie, the founders and co-
CEO’s of Bakers Delight. The 1886 Victorian gothic double-story house and tower looks over the 
garden to the Yarra River, offering views of the city skyline.  The garden is being opened for Breast 
Cancer Network Australia (BCNA), a not-for-profit organisation that supports women affected by 
breast cancer. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

20-21 AUGUST: 
Camellia & Garden Show, Mt Waverley Community Centre, 47 Miller Crescent, Mt Waverley.  Sat 
1pm-5pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm.  $5 adults, children free.  Visitors will be able to enjoy hundreds of 
varieties of camellias, receive expert advice on growing them and even purchase plants for their 
gardens.  

26-28 AUGUST: 
Orchid Society Council of Victoria, Boxhall Pavilion - KCC Park (State Dog Centre), 655 
Westernport Hwy, Skye, near Frankston.  Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm.  $10 adults 
$8 concession children U15 free.  Extensive, diverse displays of all types of orchids.  Huge sales 
area.  Refreshments available.  Contact Alan 0413 599 368. 
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2-11 SEPTEMBER: 
Kyneton Daffodil & Art Festival Open Gardens will be open.  For more information telephone  
03 5422 2282 or http://www.kynetondaffodilarts.org.au/.   

3-4 SEPTEMBER: 
Ferny Creek Horticultural Society - Spring Show, Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Hall, 100 
Hilton Rd, Sassafras (MEL 66E12)Saturday 12pm - 4pm, Sunday 10am - 4pm 
Cost: Entry $5; free for members and Under 14 year olds.  Officially judged fantastic flower 
displays.  Guided walks of 4 hectare garden.  Sales of rare plants and cut flowers  Members' 
photographic display.  Commercial vendors.  Refreshments, light luncheons, sausage sizzle. 
Ample free parking, Spring Show Features: Daffodils & Camellias. Early spring bulbs & perennials 

4 SEPTEMBER TO 30 OCTOBER: 
Naturally Loddon “Spring Festival Calendar”  This festival launch will take place at John and 
Sonia Piccoli’s Star Spanner Sculpture Gardens, just outside Boort, on 4 September.  What follows 
is a run of family-friendly events – all affordable – beginning with a vintage machinery display at 
Wedderburn over the weekend of 10-11 September and ending on 30 October with Wedderburn’s 
Naturally New Age Festival and farmers’ market.  For further information on all events, please visit 
www.loddon.vic.gov.au, or telephone the Loddon Visitor Information Centre on (03) 5494 3489 or 
call in at 24 Wilson Street, Wedderburn.  

5-6 SEPTEMBER: 
Kyneton Horticultural Society Spring Flower Show, Watts Pavilion, Kyneton Showgrounds, 
Mollison Street.  Sat 1pm-5pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm.  Admission $4. 

10 SEPTEMBER: 
Native plant propagation, St. Kilda Indigenous Nursery Co-op, 525 Williamstown Road, Port 
Melbourne, 1pm-2.30pm.  Cost $32.  Sustainable Gardening Australia 
website : www.sgaonline.org.au. or phone: (03) 8850 3050.  You will learn how to develop a native 
garden at low cost, propagation from seeds, cuttings and division and tips and tricks for success. 

11 & 12 SEPTEMBER: 
Maribynong Orchid Society Inc Spring Show, Maribyrnong Community Centre, Randall St., 
Maribyrnong.  9am-4pm both days.  Entry $5.   

17 & 18 SEPTEMBER: 
Mt Macedon & District Horitculture Society Garden Lovers Fair, Bolobek, 370 Mt Macedon Rd, 
Macedon.  10am-4pm.  Entry $10, children free.  35-40 stall holders.  Amazing range of plant 
treasures.  Finest range of gardening books.  Guest speakers and garden celebrities.  children’s 
activities.  Enjoy good food, wine and coffee.  0418248311. 
North East Melbourne Orchid Society Inc Orchid Show, Bulleen High School Hall, Pleasant Rd, 
Bulleen.  Mel 32:G2.  Sat 9am-4pm, Sun 10am-4pm.  Entry $4.  Light lunch and refreshments 
available.  Contact Michael Coker 0417334232. 

24 SEPTEMBER: 
Clivia Expo 2016, St Scholastic’s Community Centre, 348 Burwood Hwy, Bennettswood, 
(between Station St and Middleborough Rd), plenty of parking off Starling Street 10:00am-4:00pm. 
Phone 0488998327.  Huge display of different Clivia flowers, sales of quality plants generally not 
available and demonstrations of pollinating, seed preparation & sowing.  Admission by gold coin 
donation.  http://www.melbournecliviagroup.org.au/ 

24-25 SEPTEMBER: 
Dandenong & District Orchid Club Orchid Shows, Paddy O’Donoghue Centre, 1-32 Buckley St, 
Noble Park, Mel 89:E2.  Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-5pm.  Entry $4, pensioners $2, children u16 free.  
Contact Kate 9782 6720. 
Maroondah Orchid Society Inc 2016 Spring Show, St Timothy’s Catholic Community School, 
Stevens Rd, Vermont  Mel 62:G3.  Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm.  Entry $4, aged pensioners $3, 
children u12 free. 

http://www.kynetondaffodilarts.org.au/
http://www.loddon.vic.gov.au
http://www.sgaonline.org.au/
http://www.melbournecliviagroup.org.au/
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We all need a Tree!
Or a bush in the garden

  
I hired a plumber to help me restore an old farmhouse, and after he had  

just finished a rough first day on the job: a flat tire made him lose an  
hour of work, his electric drill quit and his ancient one ton truck  

refused to start. 
  

While I drove him home, he sat in stony silence. On arriving, he invited  
me in to meet his family. As we walked toward the front door, he paused  

briefly at a small tree, touching the tips of the branches with both  
hands. 

  
When opening the door he underwent an amazing transformation..  

His face was wreathed in smiles and he hugged his two small children and gave his wife a 
kiss. 

  
Afterward he walked me to the car. We passed the tree and my curiosity 

got the better of me. I asked him about what I had seen him do  
earlier. 

  
'Oh, that's my trouble tree,' he replied 'I know I can't help having  
troubles on the job, but one thing's for sure, those troubles don't  

belong in the house with my wife and the children.. So I just hang them  
up on the tree every night when I come home and ask God to take care of them.  

Then in the morning I pick them up again.' 'Funny thing is,' he  
smiled,' when I come out in the morning to pick 'em up, there aren't  

nearly as many as I remember hanging up the night before.' 
  

Wishing you a wonderful day! 

This is an email I received from Glenda. 

Many thanks.


