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Hi Everyone,
Winter is an interesting time of
the year. Today it is cold but
sunny. Michael and I are
looking after Kathy’s cat Milly
and staying at their house. I
am enjoying typing the
newsletter whilst looking out
onto Kathy’s back garden. I
can feel the warmth of the
sun, but out of the wind! This
photograph was taken in
Kathy’s backyard showing
how easy it is to achieve
colour in the garden in the
middle of winter.
Have been able to include a gardening column written by Maureen Lucas (wife of Paul
Lucas, the gentleman that has the best garden and plant slides). Don’t forget, The Senior
paper can be obtained free of charge at the library. Also, during the winter, it is a good
time to think about what you would like to achieve in your garden in the following year.
This month’s profile is Polly Ashburner from June 2004 - hope you enjoy her story. At the
moment, Polly and Fuzzy are staying with their son who is in charge of half of the Tanami
Desert. The Tanami Desert is situated in the Northern Territory and Western Australia.
It has a rocky terrain with small hills. The Tanami was the NT's final frontier and was not
fully explored by Australians of European descent until well into the twentieth century.
They are attending the Camel Racing in Alice Springs today - hope to hear all about it
when they get home.
We had a wonderful time at Chris Larkin’s garden during the July outing. In fact, Chris
enjoyed the morning so much, she has invited us back to look at her garden during a
different season. Yes, we will definitely return to view this spectacular property.
Remember, no matter how long the winter is, spring is sure to follow.
Happy gardening,
Julie
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AUGUST 2016 MEETING
10.00am:
We will be enjoying morning tea at Louise and Bernie’s at 283 Monbulk Road, Silvan. Bernie and
Louise’s. They have built a new home on their block, so you need to drive down to the bottom the
their drive. There are renters in the old place, so please be mindful of where you park. After
morning tea and a walk around the garden, a shared lunch will follow.
1.30pm:
Karwarra Australian Plant Garden, 1190-1196 Mt Dandenong Tourist Road (behind Kalorama
Memorial Reserve), Kalorama. This two-hectare garden is one of our hidden jewels featuring more
than 1400 different species of native plants, a retail plant nursery, community room and lovely
views. Established in 1965, Karwarra is one of the few public gardens where native plants are used
exclusively, giving visitors the opportunity to see how they can be used effectively as part of a
landscaped garden.It is owned and operated by Council with support and assistance from the
'Friends of Karwarra' group. Karwarra has a well stocked plant nursery and staff can assist with
the selection of plants suitable to your particular needs. There is no cost involved. There is also a
photographic exhibition.
WHAT TO BRING: Mug, chair and lunch to share.

JULY 2016 MEETING
The group met at Tine’s house
for a quick cup of coffee and
then we travelled to Chris
Larkin’s property in Lysterfield.
As soon as we left the cars,
everyone’s eyes were on the
spectacular view over Rowville
towards the hills and Croydon.
Stunning is all I can say.
Chris has lived on this property
since 1991 and has improved
the plant content and garden
design in these years. The only
two plants that are not Australian
natives were pelargoniums (her
mothers) and cordylines.
Walking along the winding paths
leads to more and more
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amazing vistas. We walked past wonderful healthy ponds and through lush ground covers. The
fourteen members listened attentively whilst Chris explained how and why she made this garden.
Her knowledge of native plants is astounding. Her advice to establish a new garden was to plan
where you paths are required, then
mulch and then plant.
Back to Tine’s for a delicious
shared lunch. Our guest
speaker, Renate Crow, began
her talk on bees, beekeeping and
honey. Renate brought many
new and used frames from her
home so that we were able to
see what the honeycombs looked
like from her hive and how you
start to make a new frame.
Everyone was able to try honey
from her house and also a block
of land near Officer. All honeys
taste quite different, and it
depends on what pollen is
around for the bees to collect.

Larkin Garden
Chris Larkin has lived on this north facing slope to the south-east of Melbourne since early 1982.
In that time a great many changes have occurred both within the property and to the surrounding
district. An old house, outbuildings, fencing and many weed species have been removed,
driveways have been closed and relocated, landforms have been shaped and the garden has
evolved and extended since it was first started by employing the landscape gardener Roger Stone
around Easter 1991. Beyond the boundaries of her property farmland has fallen to development
so the view, apart from the near and distant ranges, is filled with houses and suburbia now abuts
her land. Never-the-less with around 0.4 hectare of land privacy is able to be maintained to a great
degree.
For a range of reasons this large garden is an Australian plant garden with the exception of fruit
trees, herbs and vegetables. Up until 8 years ago there was no mains water. This means there is
a legacy of large tanks to water and top up ponds. There are 3 ponds. Lack of water was part of
the decision to develop an Australian garden but not the only reason. Chris felt she wanted to take
up gardening seriously and she wanted to go on an endless journey of discovery concerning our
own floral heritage. And this journey would dovetail nicely into a desire to encourage wildlife into
the garden. Despite some reduction in the range of small birds visiting there are still a great variety
of them as well as many different large birds. There are also skinks, occasionally a visiting blue
tongue and echidna, various frog species and a great variety of insect life.
The garden has many different growing conditions - very dry at the top of the block and naturally
wetter further down the slope. There are only two remnant eucalypts (E.melliodora - Yellow Box)
on the western boundary. All other trees have been planted and they now provide wonderful
dappled shade and the challenge of growing plants near them. Chris has been a member of the
Australian Plant Society for 23 years and is undoubtedly a plant collector but she is also
passionately interested in good garden design. The garden is informally terraced and naturalistic
in style. Chris is attracted to different foliage, colours, shapes and textures and combined with
knowledge about the growth habitat, shape and dimension of a plant and the growing conditions a
plant likes, decisions can be made about where to place plants in the design. Using
complementary and contrasting foliages and repeating plants are ways to bring cohesion to the
design and avoid boredom.
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A great deal of use has
been made of ground
covering plants. The
benefits are practical
and aesthetic. Group
covering plants act as a
living mulch
suppressing weeds,
protecting the ground
from erosion and
moisture loss and
allowing sunlight and
air movement
throughout the garden.
These benefits help
preserve soil health.
Aesthetically ground
covers assist in
creating a feeling of
space. Alongside
paths and roads they
expand the visual
width; in amongst general plantings they enable views into and through the garden. Trailing over
sleeper walls and rocks they can both soften and add to the drama of a garden.
This is a large garden that has seasonal colour peaking in Spring. It has many pathways waiting
for you to explore.
This article is from RHSV Gardeners Gazette Autumn 2015.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Gardens of the Italian Lakes by Steven Desmond
The gardens around Lake Como and Lake Maggiore, in
the far north of Italy, are admired throughout the world for
their beauty and variety in a magnificent natural location.
This book sets out to become the standard work on these
gardens as there is nothing of this kind on the market at
the moment. It will appeal both to the specialist and
enthusiast preparing for a visit.
The common factor for all these gardens is their setting in
this landscape of exceptional scenery. Lake Como is a
deep lake hemmed in like a fjord by towering mountains.
Lake Maggiore has more the character of an inland sea,
with ferries crossing to the famous island gardens for an
afternoon in another world. Both lakes are lined with the
towers, villas and grand hotels that speak of a complex
history including key events in Italy's struggle to achieve
nationhood, inspiration for a string of illustrious writers
and composers, and a long line of distinguished visitors.
The gardens include:
•
Villa Melzi, Bellagio: an early 19th-century romantic park on the lake shore
•
Villa Carlotta, Cadenabbia: a terraced 17th-century property with woodland
•
Villa del Balbianello, Lenno: a famously picturesque loggia
•
Villa D'Este, Cernobbio: a 16th-century cascade garden with royal connections
•
Villa Cicogna Mozzoni, Bisuschio: an intact 16th-century villa garden
•
Villa Della Porta Bozzolo, Casalzuigno: a rural baroque garden
•
Isola Bella, Stresa: a well-known island garden
•
Isola Madre, Stresa: an island retreat of flowers and birds
•
Villa San Remigio, Pallanza: an Edwardian garden made by two lovers
•
Villa Táranto, Pallanza: one of the world's great woodland gardens

The Australian Beekeeping Manual by Robert Owen
The book is aimed at both the novice and experienced beekeeper
in Australia and explains in detail the steps required to manage
colonies of bees. Supported by over 350 photographs and
drawings, each action to be performed is explained in detail with
photographs showing the steps as well as the final result. Many
potential beekeepers are unclear about the equipment they need
to buy and how to obtain their first colony of bees.
The first chapters in the book explain in detail the equipment
needed as well as equipment that may be useful later on as their
confidence and experience grows. The chapter ‘Your First Bees’
explains how to obtain bees, where to locate them in the garden,
and the basics of colony management. In addition to chapters on
keeping bees, there are detailed chapters on the life cycle of the
honey bee, extracting honey, the bee-friendly garden, entering
honey in competitions, native bees and rearing queens. The
result is a comprehensive manual that includes material not
available in other Australian, North American or European books
and is the ultimate Australian reference source.
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RECIPE
Zucchini and Leek Soup
INGREDIENTS:
2 leek, thinly sliced
2 sticks celery, sliced
750g zucchini, sliced
1 carrot, sliced
1 potato, large and sliced
60g butter
3 1/2 Cups Water
3 chicken stock cubes
Salt & pepper
2 tbsp chopped parsley
1/3 cup cream
DIRECTIONS:
Heat butter in large saucepan, add vegetables, stir to coat vegetables in butter. Cover pan and
cook over medium heat for 5 minutes, stirring occasionally. Do not allow the vegetables to brown.
Add water, crumbled stock cubes, salt and pepper, mix well. Bring soup to the boil, reduce heat
and simmer covered for 15 minutes or until vegetables are tender. Stir in parsley. Purée vegetables
and liquid. Return soup to saucepan, add cream, and reheat without boiling.
Very easy but tasty recipe.

JULIE ADAMS

Red lentil and pumpkin soup
INGREDIENTS:
Olive oil spray
1 brown onion, finely chopped
2 garlic cloves, crushed
1 teaspoon finely grated fresh ginger
2 teaspoons curry powder
1kg butternut pumpkin, peeled, deseeded, cut into 1cm-pieces
175g (3/4 cup) red lentils, rinsed
1.25L (5 cups) water
1 salt-reduced vegetable stock cube
90g (1/3 cup) low-fat natural yoghurt
Fresh coriander leaves, to serve
METHOD:
Heat a large saucepan over medium-low heat. Spray with olive oil spray. Add the onion and cook,
for 5 minutes or until soft. Add the garlic, ginger and curry powder and cook, stirring, for 1 minute or
until aromatic. Add the pumpkin, lentils, water and stock cube. Bring to the boil. Reduce heat to
low. Simmer, partially covered, for 15-20 minutes or until the pumpkin and lentils are soft. Set aside
to cool. Ladle half the lentil mixture into the jug of a blender and blend until smooth. Transfer to a
clean saucepan. Repeat with the remaining lentil mixture.
Place the soup over medium heat and cook, stirring, for 3 minutes or until heated through. Season
with pepper. Ladle among serving bowls. Top with the yoghurt and coriander to serve.
This is the soup that Tine served for the July meeting - delicious.
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PROFILE - POLLY ASHBURNER
I guess being the daughter of two keen gardeners I didn’t really have a hope. My earliest
gardening memories are of helping dad in the veggie patch in our house in Box Hill South : I must
have been about ten years old. We built a new house in Nunawading and moved there when I was
14, and I remember the discussions about what trees to plant, and watching the garden develop
from nothing.
When Stuart and I bought our first house, a semi-detached in East St. Kilda, we developed a
flourishing herb garden outside the back door, and we had a constant battle to fight back the
convolvulus invading from next door. When we sold the house to move up to the Dandenongs,
Stuart was convinced it was the smell of bread baking and the cup of freshly- picked lemon balm
tea which did the trick!
We spent 1976/77 overseas, and whilst in England had a job
working for a rich old lady in Salisbury. I was the cook, and Stuart
was Chauffeur/ Gardener/Butler. He really didn’t know much
about gardening, and managed to kill off nearly everything in the
greenhouse by opening all the windows wide to “let the fresh air
in”. This was in the middle of winter!
Back in Australia, we ran a restaurant in Monbulk for a couple of
years, so gardening was limited to
growing our own herbs, and keeping the window boxes out the
front looking good. Thomas was born while we still had the
restaurant, and Nick came along nine months after we sold it, the
result of a very relaxing holiday in Vanuatu to recover from
restaurant-induced exhaustion.
I had always wanted to get stuck into gardening, and we had a
veggie patch and the beginnings of a garden while the boys were
little, but it wasn’t until they were older that I really had the time
and energy to get right into it. We moved to the house we live in
now in late 1985, but most of the garden has only been
developed over the last ten years or less. Getting passionate
about roses caused me to develop more space to plant them, and
when I started wishing loudly that I had somewhere to plant
climbing roses Stuart and Thomas built me an unusual pergola to
grow them on. Thomas was also quite keen to build a pond, but
then he found a steady girlfriend, and then went overseas, so the
pond is still a plan only.
Sometimes I get discouraged, and think that a third of an acre is too much to look after, but
then when I get out there I enjoy it so much, and take heart from the fact that one day I will be
retired, and will have more time to continue my “work in progress”.
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HOW TO TELL WHAT A PLANT NEEDS FROM LEAVES

6 things your plant's leaves are trying to tell you
While your plants are not likely to be striking up a conversation about the pleasant weather, they
are trying to communicate with you visually. Unless you know what these signs mean, you won’t be
able to respond with the appropriate action.
1. If your plant’s leave are brown and crunchy, it’s thirsty
Keep your plants well watered by watering until moist but not waterlogged.
2. If your plant’s leaves are missing, it’s thirsty
Without enough water, plants can’t have new growth. If it’s the same size as when you bought it a
few months ago, there’s a good chance you aren’t watering it enough.
3. If your plant’s leaves are yellow at the edges, it’s getting too much water
Overwatering can cause the edges to go yellow, so reduce the amount that you are giving. Plants
still need water, so don’t cut it off altogether.
4. If your plant’s leaves are discoloured, it is being overwatered.
Did you know that giving too much water is the number one killer of houseplants? Most people
worry about not giving it enough but in fact there is such a thing as too much of a good thing. Does
the pot have enough drainage to avoid it becoming waterlogged?
5. If your plant’s leaves have gone pale, it is hungry
Consider giving this plant fertiliser more often if your plant’s leaves suddenly lose colour. You can
also try moving the plant to a bigger tub as this can help too.
6. If your plant’s leaves are leaning to one side, it needs more light
Think how you feel being cooped up inside all day – your plant is the same and needs natural light
to feel good. Move the plant to a sunnier spot. If this is not possible due to a lack of space, it might
be time to pass the plant on to a friend with a sunnier space.
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HOME MADE REMEMDIES
When insect pests invade your plants you've got to get on to the problem right away. Colin prefers
to use home-made remedies where possible because they're generally safer for the environment
and more economical.
However he advises, "Be careful of these solutions around children, as they should not be
ingested. Don't store them in soft drink bottles and make sure you keep them out of reach of
children.
Scale and Mealybugs: Make an oil preparation that suffocates them by mixing four tablespoons of
dishwashing liquid into one cup of vegetable oil. Mix one part of that mixture to about twenty parts
of water, put it in your sprayer and spray the affected plants.
Aphids, Caterpillars and Other Insects: Add two tablespoons of soap flakes to one litre of water
and stir thoroughly until completely dissolved (this is quicker in warm water). There is no need to
dilute this further, just spray it on as is.
Black Spot Fungicide: In Queensland, Black Spot's a major problem with roses, but this fungicide
mixture works miracles. Add three teaspoons of bicarb soda to one litre of water. Don't get carried
away with the bicarb soda because if you make it too strong, it'll cause all sorts of problems. Add a
few drops of either dishwashing liquid, or fish emulsion to help the solution adhere to the leaf more
effectively.
Fungicide: Mix one level teaspoon of bicarb soda into one litre of water. Add one litre of skim milk
and a pinch of Condy's Crystals which you can get from a produce agent (someone that supplies
to horse owners). Shake thoroughly.
Grasshopper, Caterpillar and Possum Deterrent: Mix a cup of molasses into one litre of water
and spray it over new foliage.
Nematodes: Add half a litre of molasses to two litres of water and spread over one and a half
square metres of affected garden area.
All-round Insecticide: Chop four large onions, two cloves of garlic, and four hot chillies. Mix them
together and cover with warm, soapy water and leave it to stand overnight. Strain off that liquid and
add it to five litres of water to create an all-round insecticide.
Pesticide: Crush a whole bulb of garlic and cover with vegetable oil. After two days, strain off the
liquid, add a couple of drops of dishwashing liquid and use one millilitre of concentrate to one litre
of water.
Herbicide: Add a cup of common salt to a litre of vinegar. After it's dissolved, brush it directly onto
weeds. Remember, it's not a selective weed killer. It'll kill anything it touches so be very careful how
you use it.
Predator Attractor: Predators that prey on pests are great things to have in the garden.
Lacewings are particularly desirable because they consume aphids and many other pests. To
encourage them into your garden, dissolve one teaspoon of a yeast based sandwich spread in
water and spray it all over the plants.
This interesting information is from the ABC Gardening Australia Show by Colin Campbell.
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WINTER’S INSIDE STORY
July is one of the coldest months of the year and I try to stay inside as much as possible.
Few plants are flowering now, with the exception of the early daffodils, hellebores and some of the
camellias. These wonderful plants do make a walk in the garden a joy but, still, I try to do indoor
things during this month.
One of my favourite pastimes is reading. The range of gardening books at our local library is
legend, covering just about every aspect of this subject and full of useful information. They also
have DVDs, usually to borrow for free. Some of my favourites are the Monty Don series of
gardens throughout the world. Previous years of the Chelsea Flower Show make another good
alternative.
At this time of the year I spend a lot of time planning the garden for the following seasons: What I
would like to plant? Do plants need to be moved? If so, where? Do I need to buy any more barerooted trees or roses? Order any summer bulbs?
If you need to clean, oil, polish or repair your garden tools this is a good time to do it. They do
keep longer and better if they are property looked after. I know we should all do this after using
them but most times we either forget or are too busy to do so. At least if they are done once a
year, that's better than nothing.
It is now rose pruning time if you live in a frost free area. If danger of frost is present then leave
this job until August. You will need a really good pair of pruners. I had someone say to me once
that he couldn't understand why anyone would pay $50-$100 for
pruners when you could buy them down the road for $10 at the
cheapie shop. I replied that if you have only one rose to prune, the
inexpensive ones are perfectly OK. But if, like me, you have more
than 100, you would have no hands left if you used those ones. The
good brands not only cut better but are better engineered to keep
your hands comfortable.
So although you may not be able to get outside as much, there is still
a lot you can do in July.
This article is from The Seniors Newspaper, July 2016 edition.
Maureen Lucas writes a column called Bloomin’ Beautiful.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, 23. JULY:
Mill Park Garden Club - Rose Pruning Demonstration, Parks Victoria's Historic Le Page
Homestead at Plenty Gorge Park. Hawkstowe Picnic Area, 40 Gordons Rd, Sth Morang. Times
11am & 2pm. Rose Society of Victoria will give an informative talk and demonstrate rose pruning
techniques around the cottage garden. Free event and light refreshments available. BYO
Secateurs for "Hands On Tuition”. Chris on 03 94041554 or Shirley on 03 94674135
Friends of the Royal Botanical Gardens Cranbourne Inc - Growing Friends Winter - 2016
Plantsale, Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne, 1000 Ballarto Road, Cranbourne (Melway ref:
133K10). Times: 10am - 4pm. A great selection of Australian Plants. Plant list will be available 1
or 2 weeks prior to the sale. Check the website
www.rbg.vic.gov.au orwww.rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au or
email growing.friends@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au. Follow the signs in the carpark. Cash or
cheque only.
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Saturday, 30. JULY:
Creswick Garden Club - Sophie Thomson. Tangled Maze 2301 Midland Hwy Springmount 3364
Times: 9:30am - 3:30pm. Cost: $55. Sophie Thomson - ABC Gardening Australia's presenter in
South Australia. Cost includes Morning and Afternoon Tea plus a 2 Course Luncheon. For
bookings call Keith on 0490 104 332 or Phyllis on 03 5345 2514. Payment please by the 5th July
2016. E-mail creswickgardenclub@gmail.com. Mail - Creswick Garden Club P.o. Box 159
Creswick 3363
Melbourne Botanic Gardens open the doors to two historic buildings - Plant Craft Cottage
and Melbourne Observatory - as part of Open House Melbourne 2016. Self guided tours of Plant
Craft Cottage will be available. At Melbourne Observatory, enjoy a free solar tour and view the Sun
through one of the historic telescopes while learning about the biggest star in our solar system.
Tours will be held every 20 minutes between 10am-4pm. Meet at the Visitor Centre, Birdwood
Avenue. Free event.
30 & 31 JULY:
Open House Melbourne Weekend, Since 2008, Open House Melbourne has been connecting
people with good design and architecture in the city. We invite people to explore outstanding
houses, buildings, infrastructure and landscapes that illustrate our rich history, reflect how we live
and work, and offer insights into our future city. We do this through our annual free weekend at the
end of July and through a series of accessible, informative and entertaining talks, tours, workshops
and events throughout the year. The Weekend puts a spotlight on the unique spaces and places
that form the foundation of Melbourne, providing an opportunity for you to consider what makes
Melbourne unique. The Weekend showcases buildings of significance in a free and accessible
format so everyone can experience the value of good design and architecture, and consider what
makes a liveable city. More information is available http://www.openhousemelbourne.org/.
Additional information: Nearly all the buildings are open access and self guided. Some buildings
have pre booked tours, due to their limited capacity and will require a small $5 booking to reserve
your place. Booking open Monday 18 July until booked out. Buildings are opened between
10am-4pm. On average, most people are able to see 4-5 buildings each day.
For general enquiries, please contact info@ohm.org.au or alternatively phone 03 8648 8612.
3-18 AUGUST:
Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne at the Plant Craft Cottage, Plant Craft
Cottage near H gate, Melbourne Botanic Gardens, 10.30am-2pm.. Bookings/enquiries 9650 3235.
Natural Dye - Wednesday 3 August
Fibre - Tuesday 9 August
Pot Pourri - Friday 12 August
Basketry - Wednesday 17 August
Plant Card - Thursday 18 August. All of these workshops are free events.
6 AUGUST:
Design a perennial border, Diggers Garden Shop at Cloudehill, 89 Olinda-Monbulk Road, Olinda,
10.30am. Bookings essential on 03 9751 0584. Diggers members: $29, non-members: $39.
Workshop run for approximately 1.5 hours. Jeremy is the creator of Cloudehill Gardens. His
design has strong influences from Italian renaissance gardens, English Arts and Crafts and
contemporary meadow gardens, but his summer flowering perennial borders are unique and
spectacular. Come and learn from scratch how to construct and plant a perennial border for your
garden. Presented by Jeremy Francis.
Blueberries and good soils, Diggers Garden Shop at Cloudehill, 89 Olinda-Monbulk Road,
Olinda, 1.00pm. Bookings essential on 03 9751 0584. Diggers members: $29, non-members:
$39. Workshop run for approximately 1.5 hours. Blueberry Basics (1.00pm). In this hands on
demonstration learn how to select and grow the right blueberry for your climate. Includes pruning
and maintenance for the optimal summer crop, with early, middle and late fruiting varieties.
Presented by Robyn Fox.
Building Beneficial Soil Bacteria (1.30pm). Then we will discuss ways of maximising the good
bacteria in the soil through good composting techniques and aerated compost teas, and its
benefits for a beautiful garden. Presented by Ken Colley.
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13 AUGUST:
Habitat Gardening, Footscray City College - Environmental Science Centre, Kinnear Street,
Footscray. 10.30am-12.30am. Cost $32. Sustainable Gardening Australia
website : www.sgaonline.org.au. or phone: (03) 8850 3050. You will learn how to become a
"Champion for Wildlife" in your own garden, how to create habitat and homes in your garden that
attract birds, frogs, butterflies, mammals, lizards, invertebrates and how to manage pests that can
damage your habitat garden or threaten indigenous fauna.
13-14 AUGUST:
Waverley Bonsai Group Annual Show, Mt Waverley Community Centre, 47 Miller Crescent, Mt
Waverley. Sat 10am-4.30pm, Sun 10am-4pm. $5 adults, children U16 free. Large display of
bonsai, well stocked trading tables, large sale area of commercial and members.
20-21 AUGUST:
Camellia & Garden Show, Mt Waverley Community Centre, 47 Miller Crescent, Mt Waverley. Sat
1pm-5pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm. $5 adults, children free. Visitors will be able to enjoy hundreds of
varieties of camellias, receive expert advice on growing them and even purchase plants for their
gardens.
26-28 AUGUST:
Orchid Society Council of Victoria, Boxhall Pavilion - KCC Park (State Dog Centre), 655
Westernport Hwy, Skye, near Frankston. Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm. $10 adults
$8 concession children U15 free. Extensive, diverse displays of all types of orchids. Huge sales
area. Refreshments available. Contact Alan 0413 599 368.
2-11 SEPTEMBER:
Kyneton Daffodil & Art Festival Open Gardens will be open. For more information telephone
03 5422 2282 or http://www.kynetondaffodilarts.org.au/.
3-4 SEPTEMBER:
Ferny Creek Horticultural Society - Spring Show, Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Hall, 100
Hilton Rd, Sassafras (MEL 66E12)Saturday 12pm - 4pm, Sunday 10am - 4pm
Cost: Entry $5; free for members and Under 14 year olds. Officially judged fantastic flower
displays. Guided walks of 4 hectare garden. Sales of rare plants and cut flowers Members'
photographic display. Commercial vendors. Refreshments, light luncheons, sausage sizzle.
Ample free parking, Spring Show Features: Daffodils & Camellias. Early spring bulbs & perennials
4 SEPTEMBER TO 30 OCTOBER:
Naturally Loddon “Spring Festival Calendar” This festival launch will take place at John and
Sonia Piccoli’s Star Spanner Sculpture Gardens, just outside Boort, on 4 September. What follows
is a run of family-friendly events – all affordable – beginning with a vintage machinery display at
Wedderburn over the weekend of 10-11 September and ending on 30 October with Wedderburn’s
Naturally New Age Festival and farmers’ market. For further information on all events, please visit
www.loddon.vic.gov.au, or telephone the Loddon Visitor Information Centre on (03) 5494 3489 or
call in at 24 Wilson Street, Wedderburn.
5-6 SEPTEMBER:
Kyneton Horticultural Society Spring Flower Show, Watts Pavilion, Kyneton Showgrounds,
Mollison Street. Sat 1pm-5pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm. Admission $4.
10 SEPTEMBER:
Native plant propagation, St. Kilda Indigenous Nursery Co-op, 525 Williamstown Road, Port
Melbourne, 1pm-2.30pm. Cost $32. Sustainable Gardening Australia
website : www.sgaonline.org.au. or phone: (03) 8850 3050. You will learn how to develop a native
garden at low cost, propagation from seeds, cuttings and division and tips and tricks for success.

