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Hi Everyone,!!
After quite a few months of cold weather, it is a pleasure today to sit outside and enjoy the 
warmth (Sunday 13 September).  I am busy compiling the newsletter, but I have time to sit 
and enjoy the sun.!!
I missed going to garden club in September as I was working.  Have talked to a few 
members who attended and they have all told me that they had a great morning with Meg 
and they enjoyed the Yarra Valley Chocolaterie & Ice Creamery.  I will have to venture 
there myself another day. !
This time of the year is ideal gardening time - the ground is still damp enough to make 
work easy.  The fresh air is good for all that ails us. !
Last reminder to pay your annual fee. It is extremely cheap at $20 and the enjoyment 
members have, as well as all the gardening information, is priceless. If you would like to 
become a member of the committee, you need to contact Kathy Smalley - these details 
are on page 10. The committee have great fun and we welcome all ideas and try to include 
them all in our events. !
Also, the committee will be asking if anyone would like to donate their time and knowledge 
in making a hanging basket for the International Flower and Garden Show.  Please think 
about it as we will be asking at the AGM for your decision.  I have included in this 
newsletter, a How to …grow a basket information from the Spring 2015 Royal Horticultural 
Society of Victoria Gardener’s Gazette. !
I was astounded how many events are coming up in the next few months.  You will 
certainly not be bored!  And it is wonderful that there is an Open Garden Scheme in 
Victoria that has just opened.  All details can be obtained from the website:- 
http://www.opengardensvictoria.org.au!!
If you would like to include any thoughts, photographs or information to the group, I would 
really appreciate the input.  Glenda has given so much information to the group over the 
years and we have welcomed all her ideas.  Have you anything that you would like to add 
to the newsletter?  Please let me know by email, or send a snail mail to Tine Grimston at 4 
Crimea Close, Rowville 3178 or give me the information in an envelope during one of our 
meetings. !
See you at our AGM. !
Cheers,!
Julie!!!

Dibble & Hoe Gardeners Inc 2015

http://www.opengardensvictoria.org.au
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!
OCTOBER 2015 MEETING !

WHEN: Saturday 3 October 2015 at 10.30 am !
WHERE: Glenda Nicholson, 26 Merrill Crescent, Warranwood. !
WHAT: Morning tea and wander around garden. 
then: 
WHERE: Janine McAlpine, 49 Croydon Hills Drive, Croydon Hills !
WHAT: Lunch, wander around garden, AGM then plant swap  !
What to bring: 
Small plate of food to share (for lunch) 
Plants (for plant swap) 
Mug 
Chair !
Parking close to Glenda’s is limited and only on one side of the road, the house side. 
For those of you who are fit and able it would be better to park either side on the first part of Merrill 
Crescent ( Croydon Hills Drive end) where there are foot paths and walk to the house leaving the 
closer parks for the older ladies. !
We can fit 3 or 4 cars in the driveway ( providing you can back well) and probably 6 at the front, 3 
on each side of the driveway. To access these parks it would be better to come in from the 
Bemboka Road end of Merrill Crescent which means you don’t have to turn around as it is on the 
left. !
Alternatively you could park near Janine’s and walk to Glenda’s through the park and up the 
walkway.( 10 mins) 
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!
SEPTEMBER MEETING 

!
For our September meeting we had a 
lovely time at Meg Bentley’s home in 
Gruyere. Although it looked like rain on 
the way to the property, it ended up 
being a lovely mild day with lots to look 
at.  Meg has an extensive collection of 
salvias and it was amazing to stroll 
through the gardens and look at all the 
different varieties after our morning 
tea.  Meg’s talk included how the 
higher parts of the property had the dry 
climate salvias and the lower slopes 
had the cooler varieties.  Everywhere 
we walked was a different story about 
the gardens and different colours. 

 

Whilst walking around one could hear 
unusual sounds and, to our delight, we 
found Meg’s call ducks which were very 
unusual with their fawn colours and 
sound. There was an disused 
glasshouse which was being used for 
drying clothes and numerous buildings 
of a variety of shapes and uses. 
Everywhere one looked was something 
different to explore and admire. !
After our tour of the gardens we were 
able to buy some of Meg’s plants as 
well as her book and have lots to take 
home.  Unfortunately after Meg’s, I had 
to leave but many of the members 
continued onto the Chocolaterie & Ice 
Creamery in Yarra Glen for lunch and 
more exploring which sounded like fun. !
Thank you Jan for your report  
and photographs. !

2015 COMMITTEE !
 President   Julie Adams   0408122780 
 Minutes Secretary  Kathy Smalley  9761 8251 
 Treasurer   Tine Grimston  9752 9897 
 Newsletter Editor  Julie Adams   0408122780 
 Committee:   Polly Ashburner  9756 7342 
     Julie Groves  9723 1762 
     Janine McAlpine  9723 6867 
     Judy Percy   9723 9756 
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OPEN GARDEN SCHEME 
Welcome to Victorian Open Gardens Scheme Inc  Victorian Open Gardens Scheme Inc is a new 
not-for-profit organization formed to continue the long tradition of opening private gardens 
throughout Victoria.  Victoria has a proud horticultural history - Australia's first open garden 
program was launched here in 1987 and over the years the much-loved scheme has proven 
irresistible to garden lovers. Open Gardens Victoria will continue to provide the opportunity to visit 
wonderful gardens in this State, building on the legacy handed down by Open Gardens Australia 
following its closure at the end of June 2015. 
 
The Annual Program:   
Each season OGV will offer a program of inspirational gardens encompassing the entire range 
from designer to owner-grown and maintained, huge to tiny, rural to metropolitan and everything in 
between! The program will feature a mix of gardens that have delighted visitors in the past along 
with a selection of wonderful new ones. We are currently building the 2015/16 season and will 
provide details of spring openings shortly. As well as general private garden openings, each year 
the program will include themed openings, select garden tours, talks and special events. Those 
visiting the 2016 Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show may also like to join OGV on a 
tour to wonderful gardens in the Macedon region. !
Open Gardens Victoria is delighted to be launching a new era of garden openings in Victoria at 
inspirational Musk Cottage.  Some 27 years after the first open garden scheme was launched in 
Victoria, the wheel has turned full circle and Victoria once again has its own state-based program. 
First open garden for the season: 
26 & 27 September: 
Musk Cottage, 371 Musk Creek Road, Flinders, 10.00am - 4.30pm, entry price $10 (children U18 
free)  The launch is designed as a family affair with door prizes, activities for children, food and 
coffee carts, local wines and plants for sale. We encourage you to explore, linger and enjoy. 
Celebrations will spread across the weekend. There will be a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Saturday 
as the first visitors arrive at 10.00am and on the Sunday at 12.00 noon Professor Tim 
Entwisle, Director and CEO of the Melbourne Botanic Gardens will formally launch Open Gardens 
Victoria.  !
3 & 4 October: 
Ziebell's Farmhouse Garden, 100 Gardenia Road, Thomastown   Opening on Sunday 4 October 
as part of The City of Whittlesea's Cultural Heritage Program 2015.  10.00am - 4.30pm 
Entry price gold coin donation (children U18 free)  Cottage gardens embrace an 1850s bluestone 
farmhouse and outbuildings, once part of the German settlement of Westgarthtown.  The garden 
features a magnificent wisteria and many rose varieties including a 130-year-old 'Cecile Brunner'.  
The garden is ablaze with flowers in spring. !
Complimentary Ziebell's Farmhouse Garden Guide, Ziebell's Farmhouse Guide and 
Westgarthtown Heritage Walk will be available at the entrance to enhance your understanding of 
the oldest surviving German built house and garden in Victoria. !
Supervised off street parking will be available in German Lane, Lalor. Walking paths and signage to 
Ziebell's Farmhouse indicate the direction of Ziebell's Farmhouse, as well as the Thomastown 
Lutheran church and cemetery.  Both the cemetery and church will also be open.  Sausage sizzle 
at the entrance gate.  Tea, coffee, and refreshments available.  Plant and Book Stalls. !
10 & 11 October: 
Astolat, 630 Riversdale Rd, Camberwell, 10.00am - 4.30pm, entry price $10 (children U18 free) 
Tea, coffee, and refreshments available.  Scotchman’s Hill Wine Tastings from 11am - 4pm 
A rare glimpse of life in gracious nineteenth-century Melbourne is seen in the elegant and 
beautifully maintained garden surrounding an impressive Italianate Victorian mansion.  Significant 
historic trees, unusual species, azaleas, rhododendrons and camellias.  Rich borders of shrubs 
and perennials flank generous lawns, while a series of garden rooms tempt  visitors to explore.(2 
acres) 
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24 & 25 October: 
The von Bibra Garden, 43 Cardigan Place, Albert Park, 10.00am - 4.30pm  
Entry price $8 (children U18 free)  An English-style garden planted for year round interest, with 
recent changes reflecting the need to conceal surrounding buildings.  The traditional front garden 
features trees, camellias, azaleas, rhododendrons and shrubs.  At the back, a central lawn is 
surrounded by roses, salvias, dahlias and perennials.  A pair of Malus Ioensis provide an attractive 
backdrop.  Talk and Q & A at 11am on both days by Murray Jones garden designer/gardener. 
Sarah Guest's Garden, 24 Jolimont Terrace, East Melbourne,10.00am - 4.30pm, entry price $8 
(children U18 free)  This garden of renowned gardens/plants author Sarah Guest, directly opposite 
Yarra Park and the MCG, first opened with Victoria's Gardens Scheme in 1987. She transformed a 
derelict area into a garden which includes camellias and an eclectic mix of pot-grown plants, wild 
cyclamen being a particular favourite.  Although this is a pocket handkerchief garden Sarah has 
made clever use of the largely shady area and espaliered camellias are used to distract the eye.  
Sarah's unique collection of small early Australian timber boxes will be on display in her sitting 
room and she will be available all weekend to chat with visitors.  Free tea, coffee and biscuits. !!
7 WAYS TO TACKLE WEEDS WITH ITEMS FROM THE KITCHEN !
Keep those pesky weeds from infiltrating your garden with these simple remedies you can find at 
home. !
1. Pour boiling water on them 
Use that leftover pasta or potato water and dump it straight on those tough weeds. They’ll shrivel 
up from the scalding water. 
2. Smother them with newspaper 
Cover low-growing weeds with several layers of newspaper (they’re biodegradable) and the lack of 
sunlight will eventually kill them. 
3. Sprinkle with salt 
Salt dehydrates plants and disrupts the internal water balance of plant cells making it a great weed 
killer. Bring a solution of one-cup salt in two cups of water to boil and then pour directly on weeds. 
However, use solution cautiously as salt can leave the ground barren for quite some time and 
damage nearby vegetation and soil. 
4. Bleach them 
If weeds seem to thrive in the cracks and crevices of your driveway or walkway, pour some 
undiluted bleach over them. After a day or two, pull them out and the bleach will stop them from 
growing again. Just be careful not to get bleach on the grass or plants. 
5. Douse with vinegar 
Douse weeds, especially weeds with long taproots like dandelions; with white or apple cider 
vinegar and they’ll wither in a few days. 
6. Spray with WD-40 
Not just for rust-prevention, the trusty WD-40 can be used to kill pesky weeds – especially great for 
weeds growing in cracks.  
7. Learn to love them 
As they say, one man’s weed is another man’s flower. So if you can’t beat them, maybe you can 
learn to love them. After all, many weeds are native plants that Mother Nature intended to thrive in 
the area, which may be why the weeds are so difficult to kill in the first place. !
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CENTURY PLANT !
FamilyAgavaceae  
Scientific Name: Agave americana L. 
 
Common name: Century plant, 
American aloe 
Synonyms: Agave ramosa Moench. 
 
Origin: This species is probably the 
Agave most commonly grown as an 
ornamental plant cultivated 
worldwide.  Because of extensive 
propagation, its exact origin is 
uncertain although it probably came 
from arid areas of Mexico.  It also has 
escaped cultivation and become 
established in the Mediterranean 
region of Africa and Europe. !
Etymology: In ancient Greek 
mythology  "Agave" was the daughter 
of Cadmus, the king and founder of the city of Thebes, and of the goddess Harmonia.  She 
married Echion, one of the five spartoi, and was the mother of Pentheus, a king of Thebes. S he 
was a Maenad, a follower of Dionysus. 
Why this article is included in the newsletter was because Tine and Sue Thorne were having a 
conversation about Century Plant and thought you might like to know about it. !

BOOK REVIEW !
Tomatomania! A Fresh Approach to Celebrating 
Tomatoes in the Garden and in the Kitchen by 
Scott Daigre and Jenn Garbee !
Those interested in growing tomatoes, or simply enjoying them 
at their peak of ripeness, will find practical tips, tricks and 
recipes in this book. !

Get a walk-through of the tomato gardening process, from early 
planning stages to satisfying kitchen table moments.  Twenty 
simple recipes and numerous kitchen tips will help readers 
learn to grow and cook with tomatoes.!

http://www.cactus-art.biz/note-book/Dictionary/Dictionary_F/dictionary_family.htm
http://www.cactus-art.biz/note-book/Dictionary/Dictionary_S/dictionary_scientific_name.htm
http://www.cactus-art.biz/note-book/Dictionary/Dictionary_E/dictionary_etymology.htm
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HOW TO ….. GROW A BASKET !
I often get asked how do we get such great looking hanging baskets?  We have many throughout 
the year and they add a fantastic atmosphere in the nursery.  With limited space it is a good way to 
add another level of colour. !
The process is straight forward, always start with a good size basket.  We usually use the wire 
ones with the coconut liner 30cm would be the minimum but the usual ones we use are 35cm and 
40cm.  The potting mix is crucial and in this world you get exactly what you pay for so we use the 
Grow Better terracotta and tub mix.  In the hot months I like to add some extra water retaining 
products such as peat moss and water storing granules, generally in the cooler months this is not 
necessary. !
Selecting what you are going to plant is somewhat a personal taste.  We do very well with petunias 
and impatience in the spring and pansies and violas in the autumn.  Do consider that when mixing 
plants that some are more dominant than others.  We generally use semi advanced seedlings.  It 
just gets the show on the road a bit faster. !
The use of a single colour is very effective but there is nothing like getting some bright colours and 
mixing them up.  Find a spot with the right amount of sun - plants will always need good light, 
otherwise they all draw up.  Watering is the most crucial thing - immediately after planting make 
sure the basket gets a good soak.  The potting mix will take several waterings before it starts to 
retain the moisture.  Ongoing, the watering is the most important thing to do and we find that even 
a day where it has rained the whole day the baskets still need a good drink. !
Plants are like you and me, they enjoy a good feed and we usually use one of the slow release 
fertilizers.  Ignore the instructions and put on a couple of handfuls and you may need to reapply 
some more later in the season. !
One of the most successful plants to use is the Geranium Big Red with white alyssum around the 
edge, loves full sun and low water needs, either way have a go it is good fun and rewarding. !
Text by John van der Horst, Acorn Nursery 
This article is from the Spring 2015 Royal Horticultural Society of Victoria Gardeners Gazette. !!

UPCOMING EVENTS!

!
1 September to 30th November: 
Spring in South Gippsland Festival, a celebration of everything horticultural in the region 
throughout the entire spring season.  Starting with the 59th Daffodil Festival and ending after the 
44th Annual Rose Spectacular.  South Gippsland’s natural beauty, parks and gardens, community 
garden events, shows and horticultural business will be featured and supported in a website at 
www.springissouthgippsland.com.au !
10 September - 6 October: 
Tesselaars Tulip Festival, 357 Monbulk Road, Silvan Mel 125:B5.  Cost $24 adult, $20 conc, 
children under 16 free.  Colourful festival of flowers and plants.  See more than a million spring 
flowering bulbs in Tesselaars’ tulip fields.  Each day has live entertainments and delicious food.  
More information www.tulipfestival.com.au !
26 September: 
Australasian Native Orchid Society - Melbourne Suburbs Group - 2015 Spring Show, 
Montrose Town Centre, 935 Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd, Montrose.  10am-4pm.  Cost $2.  Exciting 
and varied collection of Australasian Orchids.  Members on hand to give information on plants and 
how to grow them.  Sale of plants.  Contact Julie on 0430276005. !

http://www.springissouthgippsland.com.au
http://www.tulipfestival.com.au
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26-27 September: 
Maroondah Orchid Society, St Timothy’s Hall, 21 Stevens Rd, Vermont. Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 
9am-4pm, Cost $4, conc $3, children under 12 free.  Free orchids for kids.  Sales, plants, potting 
mix, potting demos, refreshments.  Ample parking, easy access venue.  Contact Barry  on 
98011628. 
Australasian Native Orchid Society - Victoria Group - 2015 Spring Show, Mt Waverley 
Community Centre, Cnr Miller Cres & Stephenson’s Road, Mt Waverley.  Cost $5, conc $3, 
children U16 free.  Sat & Sun 9am-4pm.  Show & sale of plants.  Demonstrations and advice.  
Orchid photo display.  Sales & refreshments. 
Dandenong & District Orchid Club - Orchid Show, Paddy O’Donoghue Centre, 1-32 Buckley St, 
Noble Park.  Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm.  Cost $4, pens. $2, children under 16 free.  Featuring 
display of many species and general orchids.  Plants and other orchid related products available.  
Potting demonstrations.  Potting mix and bark available.  Contact Ern 03 5996 0954 !
Now till 30 September 2015: 
View costumes and props from the third series of Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries, Ripponlea 
House and Gardens, 192 Hotham St, Elsternwick.  Cost: Adult: $20,Concession: $18, National 
Trust Member: Adult: $17, Concession: $16  Phone 9656 9889 !
3&4 October: 
Ringwood Orchid Society, Spring Show, Melba Secondary College Community Hall, Brentnall 
Road, Croydon, Mel 50:E3, Saturday 9am-4pm, Sunday 9am-3pm. 
Upper Yarra Valley Garden Club Open Garden Weekend, 10am to last entry 4.30pm both days.  
Follow the signs along the Warburton Highway from Seville to Warburton and start at any of the 5 
gardens.  Visit all 5 gardens for $20 or $5 per single garden.  Discounted to $15 for groups of 10 or 
more.  Children under 16 free. !
4-31st October: 
Gardivalia, Jindivick area, Gippsland.  10am-4pm, features open gardens garden furs, workshops 
and demonstrations, art and sculpture exhibitions, Baw Baw Garden Expo, community & 
sustainable gardens, Art Markets, FarmersMarket, music and cultural events.   
www.http://gardivalia.com.au !
9-11 October: 
Horticulture and Gardening Festival, Melbourne Showgrounds, Epson Road, Ascot Vale.  Spring 
in to gardening.  Presenting three days of innovation in growing, cooking and gardening.  Displays, 
talks and workshops.  http://www.gardeningfestival.com.au.  Speakers include Stephen Ryan, 
Angus Stewart, Attila Kapitany and Costa Georgiadis. 
Ballarat Floral Art Group, presents Petals and Pots, at Robert Clark Horticultural Centre, 
Ballarat Botanical Gardens, Gillies Street North, North Ballarat.  Official opening 1.30pm Friday.  
1-5pm Friday, 10am-4.30pm Saturday, 11am-4.30pm Sunday.  Demonstrations by club members 
throughout the weekend.  $5 entry includes light refreshments.  Anita 53332338. !
10&11 October: 
Gippsland - Baw Baw Garden & Home Expo, Lardner Park, Burnt Store Road, Lardner, via 
Warragul, 9am-4pm, $10 adults children under 16 free.  150+ beautiful displays and sales including 
40 nurseries and huge orchid display.  Garden features, tools and machinery, landscaping, indoor 
and outdoor furniture and furnishings.  Trades people and building products.  Entertainment and 
children activities.  Ample parking.  www.drouins.org.au/gardenexpo !
13 October: 
Victorian Iris Show - Early Show,  Jean McKendry Neighbourhood Centre, Melrose Street, North 
Melbourne Mel 2A:E4, start time 8pm.  Contact senisbet@netspace.net.au !
17 October: 
Australasian Native Orchid Society, Melbourne Suburbs Group, Australian Native Orchid 
Show, Montrose Town Centre, 935 Mt Dandenong Tourist Road, Montrose  Mel 52:D7, 
9.30am-4pm, cost $2, featuring dendrobiums, kingianum, sarcochilus and other late flowering 
orchids, quality plants for sale  Contact Julie 0430276005 

http://www.apple.com
http://www.gardeningfestival.com.au
http://www.drouins.org.au/gardenexpo
mailto:senisbet@netspace.net.au
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17&18 October: 
Yarra Valley Orchid Society Spring Show, Seville Public Hall, Warburton Hwy, Seville  Mel 
119:J11 Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4pm, cost $5, conc $3.  Exhibition of flowering orchids, 
plant and bark sales, potting demonstrations, devonshire teas and light refreshments.  Frankie 
98029929 
Broadmeadows & District Garden Club Spring Show, Wiseman House Anglican Church Hall, 
Cnr Widford Street and Melbourne Avenue, Glenroy Mel 16:J2, $2 entry, children free. !
24&25 October: 
Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Flower Festival, Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Hall & 
Gardens, 100 Hilton Road, Sassafras Mel 66:E12, Saturday 12-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm, cost $5  
Fantastic flower displays, officially judged exhibits, guided walks of open garden.  Sales of rare 
plants and cut flowers.  Member’s photographic displays, commercial vendors.  Refreshments, 
light lunches, sausage sizzle.  Ample free parking.  97551882 
Alexandra & District Open Gardens Weekend, 25th year, 10am-4pm each day, various private 
town and farm gardens in the Alexandra district.  15 gardens open where friendly gardeners open 
their gates to warmly welcome visitors.  Mandy 57721999 
Friends of Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne Growing Friends Spring Plant Sale, Melbourne 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Gate E, Birdwood Drive Mel 2L:B2, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 
10am-3pm, free entry.  A wide variety of plants including natives, succulents, camellias, bulbs, 
perennials etc.  Catalogue of plants available on Friends web site www.rfgfriendsmelbourne.org 
Cactus & Succulent Society of Australia Succulent and Cacti Show and HUGE Plant Show, 
Mt Waverley Community Centre, 47 Miller Crescent, Mount Waverley Mel 70:E1, Saturday 
10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-3pm, entry $7, children under 15 free.  Extensive display of cacti and 
succulents, sellers and growers come together to offer their finest, give advice and answer your 
questions.  Interesting, unusual and hard to get plants for sale.  www.cssaustralia.org.au !
24 October-4 November: 
Country Farm Perennials, 96 Laings Road, Nayook, phone 5628 4202, E-mail : cfp@dcsi.net.au, 
www.countryfarmperennials.com.au, David & Merryle  warmly invite you to join them for their 
Annual Country Farm Perennials Open Days.You can stroll around the manicured gardens, enjoy a 
tea or coffee with homemade cakes and slices on the Saturday & Sundays, or bring your own 
picnic.   Enjoy our full range of new, unusual & dry hardy plants.  Open 10am to 4pm daily.  Free 
entry to gardens & nursery. !
25 October: 
Ivanhoe Garden Club Show, Bellfield Community Centre, cnr Banksia St & Oriel Rd, Ivanhoe Mel 
31:E4, 12-4pm.  Displays, talks, exhibitions from a range of plant clubs and societies, display of 
roses, display and sales of salvias from The Salvia Study Group.  Northern Suburbs Bonsai 
Society, Backyard Chooks, composting and veggie growing, bargain plant stalls and seeds.  Home 
preserves, craft stalls, white elephant.  Devonshire teas, light refreshments and sausage sizzle.  
Quality second hand gardening books and cut flower stalls,  Free entry.  Julie 0401161461 !
31 October: 
Companion Planting, Glen Park Community Centre,30 Glen Park Road Bayswater North, VIC, 
3153 Phone: 9720 5097 Email: office@glenparkcc.com.au Web: www.glenparkcc.com.au  have 
organised a FREE community workshop to be held in the Community Garden.  11am-12.30pm.  
During this workshop you will learn about organic gardening through companion planting, the 
plant’s role in soil biology, companion planting for small spaces, appropriate plant selection, 
eliminating application of chemicals for pest and disease management and the introduction of bush 
food in your garden.  Contact Payton on 97205097. !
31 October & 1 November: 
Australian Pelargonium and Geranium Society Spring Show, Bellfield Community Centre, cnr 
Banksia St & Oriel Rd, Ivanhoe Mel 31:E4, Saturday 12-4pm, Sunday 9.30am-4pm, cost $5 
includes morning/afternoon tea.  Wonderful displays of pelargoniums and geraniums, plants and 
cuttings for sale.  Lorna 94384080 
1 November: 
Victorian Iris Society Main Show, Mt Waverley Community Centre, 47 Miller Crescent, Mount 
Waverley Mel 70:E1, 11am-4pm  Cost $5, children under 13 free.  Iris rhizomes, afternoon tea, 
souvenirs, literature and catalogues - all for sale at the show. 

http://www.rfgfriendsmelbourne.org
http://www.cssaustralia.org.au
mailto:cfp@dcsi.net.au
http://www.countryfarmperennials.com.au
http://www.glenparkcc.com.au
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MEMBERSHIP FEES ($20) ARE DUE  
AT OCTOBER MEETING !

For the 2015/16 membership year - the fees will remain at $20 for the period October 2015 to 
September 2016  !
We do not currently have anyone on our waiting list, so if you have a friend who would like 
to join, please let me know. We aim to keep our membership level at around 40 full 
members.  !
Membership is due for renewal at the October 2015 meeting.  
You can only vote at the AGM if you are a financial member. !
Tine will collect fees at the October meeting. If you wish to pay beforehand or at the Nov or 
Dec meeting, I'd prefer the correct money in a named envelope. This means I don't need to 
lug all the treasurer stuff to every meeting.  !
Other payment methods are:  
 • Deposit in our Westpac Bank account (be sure to include your name as the 
reference so I know who the payment is from)  
     Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners BSB 033039 account 630377  
 • You can send a cheque or money order made out to Dibble & Hoe Cottage 
Gardeners to: Tine Grimston 4 Crimea Close Rowville Vic 3178  

!!!
NOTIFICATION OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
THE DIBBLE & HOE COTTAGE GARDENERS INC  !

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held at Janine Alpine’s house, 49 Croydon Hills Drive, 
Croydon Hills commencing at 1.30pm on Saturday 3rd October 2013  !
Agenda:  
1. Confirmation of 2014 Annual General Meeting minutes  
2. President’s and Secretary’s Report  
3. Treasurer’s report and presentation of financial statement  
4. Election of Office Bearers.  
5. General business  !
Only financial members can be eligible to vote.  !
Nominations for Office Bearers: As per rules, all positions will become vacant.  
Nomination forms will be available at the AGM. !
Nominations for any position must be received by the secretary by 5th October. !
Please contact Kathy Smalley: kathleensmalley@gmail.com or 9761 8251  
Positions are: · President · Secretary · Treasurer · Up to 4 general committee members  

!!

mailto:kathleensmalley@gmail.com
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RECIPE !
Hearty beef and barley soup !!
Ingredients 
1 kg Chuck steak bone on 
200g Pearl Barley 
3 Carrots 
1 large Sweet Potato 
2 stocks Celery 
1 large Onion 
2 cloves Garlic 
1 sachet Tomato Paste 
1 1/2 tsp Paprika 
1 Litre Beef Stock 
1 Litre Water 
1 tbs olive oil !
Method: 
Prep: 30 minutes |Cook: 3 hours 
Either soak barley overnight or cook for 15 minutes.  Finely Dice onions and garlic then cube 
vegetables.  Use a fairly deep fry Pan. Cut Chuck steak (bone on) into good size pieces and brown 
in olive oil. Put aside.  In the same pan: Saute onion and garlic until soft then add paprika. and stir 
in.  Add cubed vegetables to soften then add Tomato paste.Cook for about 5 minutes.  While 
vegetables are cooking, In a large pot put in beef stock and water and bring to a simmer.  Transfer 
Meat and vegetables into pot and cook very slowly on medium heat for 3 hours. Skimming 2 or 3 
times.  Take Meat out of pot and remove all bone and gristle. Shred meat and put back in the pot 
and stir through. !
Serve with crusty bread for a hearty meal. 
SERVES 8 !

This is Judy and Ian’s new dog, Bonnie. 
Isn’t she gorgeous. ! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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GROWING POTATOES !
Innovations in Home Agriculture!  The most 
environmentally friendly potatoes are grown this 
way…..in Japan. !
Make a potato pot by cutting out sides of a plant 
pot and putting it inside another one - this makes 
it easier to lift the plants out for harvesting. !

 

If you only have time to do one thing this month, make 
sure it's one of these 

1.  Prune grevillea as it finishes flowering 
2.  Rejuvenate potted plants 
3.  Plant tomato seedlings


