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Hi Everyone,

I had a wonderful day at our last meeting.  We visited two member’s gardens that we were 
totally different from each other, but both were spectacular.  I would once again like to 
thank the committee members for contributing so much of their time and effort to make 
sure that each event is exciting and interesting.  We are not sure of our membership 
numbers as not everyone has paid their monies.  However, we have welcomed two new 
male members to the group, Leigh Fisher and Michael Kavanagh.

There are so many events to attend in the next few months.  The gardens are full of colour 
and smells, maybe not good for the hay fever suffers!  Tine and I were fortunate to have 
the time to visit Musk Cottage, Rick Eckersley’s garden, in Flinders.  I have written a report 
about the gardens in this newsletter.

Glenda has once again been extremely busy with finding interesting articles for us to read; 
plus Alison has written her latest adventures with her two cats, Onyx and Amber.

I have included a summary of the AGM for people who were unable to attend.  The full 
minutes of this meeting can be found on our website:-
https://dibbleandhoe.wordpress.com.  Tine continually updates this site.  Please visit 
the site as there is a lot of information and we are gradually putting more photographs onto 
the pages. 

It is nearly time for 
Christmas and I 
thought that it 
might be a good 
time to remind 
people to start 
looking for a Kris 
Kringle gift to the 
value of $10 for 
our December 
meeting.  This has 
always been an 
enjoyable part of 
the day - so much 
fun to see what 
people have 
bought, potted up 
or made. 

Cheers,
Julie

Dibble & Hoe Gardeners Inc 2015

https://dibbleandhoe.wordpress.com
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2016 COMMITTEE 
 President   Julie Adams   0408122780 
 Minutes Secretary  Kathy Smalley  9761 8251 
 Treasurer   Tine Grimston  9752 9897 
 Newsletter Editor  Julie Adams   0408122780 
 Committee:   Polly Ashburner  9756 7342 
     Julie Groves  9723 1762 
     Janine McAlpine  9723 6867 
     Judy Percy   9723 9756 

NOVEMBER 2015 MEETING 
WHEN: Saturday, 7 November 2015 
TIME:  10.30am 
WHERE: Banool, Merryn Maher, 57-59 Wonga Rd, North Ringwood 

  Come along to see this beautiful garden that has been in the Open Garden Scheme 
  for quite a few years.  Enjoy a cup of coffee/tea/biscuits before wandering around 
  the garden.  Please read the notes below about the Banool gardens.  Cost will be 
  $8 per person, Proceeds to The Big Umbrella fund for Nepal earthquake. 

12 noon: Lunch will be at McAlpin Reserve, 73-75 Wonga Road, Ringwood North.  McAlpin 
  Reserve is easy to miss.  Set back some 150m from Wonga Road, it is literally  
  surrounded by houses, accessible via a single birch-tree lined drive.  Approximately 
  13 parking spaces are provided including one for disabled access patrons. Given 
  most regulars access the parkland from the surrounding streets, parking is unlikely 
  to be a problem.  There are five tables with bench seats, so I am sure that you will 
  find the group.  Toilets are in the same area.  

1.30pm: Pam Campbell’s, 1 Strathfield Parade, Croydon 
  Walk around and enjoy this small but beautiful garden.  If the cool weather had  
  continued, you would have been able to enjoy the irises. 

WHAT TO BRING:  BYO picnic lunch and drink, mug, chair, hat and enthusiasm. 

BANOOL
Banool was built circa 1936, by the family of the late Hugh Mahon, who served in Australia's first 
Commonwealth Parliament from 1901-1920. He was famously the only Federal Parliamentarian to 
be expelled from Parliament. We bought the 1.6 acre property in late 2004, and have meticulously 
set about restoring the garden and home to its former glory. The little cottage in the garden was 
previously used as a tool and machinery store but now is renovated as a guesthouse. A new 
garage and out-door entertainment area was built, using the original "tool shed" as inspiration for 
the design. A rear and side terrace was added to help compliment the home's design linked by the 
new pool and spa area. 
  
Much of the stonework, including the small stone pillars throughout the garden, entrance pillars, 
driveway and garden edging are original features. In 2005 an arborist charted, assessed and 
approximated the age of each of the magnificent trees on the property, prior to the renovation 
taking place. The bird life these trees attract is wonderful and we are so fortunate to have 
kookaburras, parrots, rosellas, black cockatoos, owls and finches visiting in abundance. Many of 
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the trees were planted before the current home was built, and are believed to be 100+ years old. 
This includes the hedges across the front and driveway sides of the property. 
 
Paul Bangay was magnificent in working with the architect and owners in linking the amazing tree 
canopies with the home and creating an entire understory for a very dilapidated old garden being 
strangled by privet, cotoneaster, ivy and sweet pittosporum. 
 
The property is bordered at the front and down the driveway side by Himalayan Cypress hedges 
Cupressus torulosa. A Port Jackson Fig Ficus rubiginosa, stands to the left hand side of the 
entrance, believed to have been planted in the 1960s, and is underplanted with clivia. A gorgeous 
gnarled Sweet Chestnut Castanea sativa halfway up the driveway to the left is from an original 
1930s planting. New additions are the five acer ' October Glory', that add fantastic autumn colour 
and interest. The round lawn area at the top of the driveway houses three signifiant trees, 
Himalayan Cedar Cedrus deodara, pin oak Quercus palustris and atlas cedar Cedrus atlantica. 
Underplanting these proved quite a challenge in the drought..!!  This round lawn garden also has a 
magnificent wisteria we managed to retain, and is underplanted with beautiful purple flag Iris. 

The rectangular oak lawn at front, also has a number of significant trees. A red oak Quercus robur 
is at the bottom of the lawn area alongside a Liquidambar styraciflua.  A beautiful specimen of 
Himalayan Cedar is along the pathway back to beside the house, and an original crepe myrtle 
Lagerstroemia indica nestles under its canopy. Note the two branches that have fused together, 
creating a unique branch pattern. 

A new rose garden was created at the end of the oak lawn, with three pillar roses ‘Nahema’, 
planted amongst mainly David Austin roses: Abraham Darby, Heritage and Gertrude Jekyll. Past 
the pond, along the path leading to the pool, is a beautiful Magnolia grandiflora, planted in the 
1950s. In the opposite lawn was recently planted a tulip tree Liriodendron tulipifera to replace one 
unfortunately lost in the drought.  

Other beautiful new additions to the front garden include mass plantings of other David Austin 
roses, rugosa roses, echiums, daylilies, Iris, daphne, plectranthus, hydrangea, rhododendron 
‘Wedding Gown’, azalea and star jasmine grown as hedges. New smaller trees of dogwood, lilac, 
crab apple and wintersweet, as well as waterhousia and viburnum hedges, help marry the new 
garden with the old. 
 
The rear garden and vast lawns also house beautiful specimen trees. The oldest of these, part of 
the original plantings, include, Himalayan Cedar, golden elm Ulmus glabra 'Lutescens', pin oak, 
copper beech Fagus sylatica forma purpurea and cypress. There is also a golden poplar and 
common ash, probably planted in the 1950s. Paul has kept the rear garden as large open parkland 
that provides space for these magnificent trees space to shine. The original driveway, now a path 
to the rear of the property, passes a fantastic old grafted ash, grown around an original Hills Hoist 
washing line that was used as its support. 

Last year, we lost a large liquidambar in the centre of the lawn. Turf removed from where the new 
vegetable patch now stands,has been placed over the stump area. This 'mound' will settle over 
time. A new tree, possibly a Pin Oak, to replace it, will be placed in the lawn nearby,to help give 
balance to the garden, and help the garden continue to evolve with newly planted trees, given the 
age of the others. 

The rear gardens also have mass plantings of gorgeous viburnums, rhododendrons, hellebores, 
mays, philadelphus, and several species of hydrangea. Many varieties of hellebore have bloomed 
incredibly well, as have tall spires of foxgloves and groundcover cyclamen. The lawn area has 
mass plantings of autumn and spring flowering bulbs, to create a beautiful carpet under the 
deciduous trees. Daffodils, jonquils, bluebells and crocus all create a beautiful flower carpet, when 
so much else is still dormant. Espaliered lime trees frame a small vegetable/herb garden crammed 
with as much as can be grown there. 
 
We have very recently completed a new vegetable patch, and have altered the existing one. A new 
rusted metal gazebo has been installed to create height, a focal point, and structure for new 
climbing additions, such as passionfruit and berries. Espalliered lemons and the front 'fences', 
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have been removed to open up the vegetable patch and 'merge' it with the new. These new large 
beds have a wonderful full sun position, lots of air circulation and are a wonderful size for a home 
kitchen garden.New fruit trees, Blood Oranges,(Ficus Carica)-Fig St Dominique Violette, and a 
pomegranate have also been planted. 
 
The beautiful hand-made copper swings hanging from trees in both the front and back lawn as well 
as the steel and wicker swing on the rear terrace were sourced from an artist outside of London. If 
you would like further information about them please see Merryn, the garden owner. These 
beautiful, useful pieces are very much at home amongst the greenery. 
 
This is the fifth year that Banool has been open to the public, and I hope that you enjoy wandering 
the grounds. Some areas still require some tweaking as it was tricky to start gardening in the 
middle of the drought. However, with good planning and the installation of underground tanks 
totalling 160,000 + litres, we should be able to keep the necessary moisture up to these beautiful 
gardens.  

More than our fair share of possums also pose a challenge, and you may notice grazing evident 
especially on the acer 'October Glory', roses and grape vine. Since the garden has been planted, I 
have delighted in finding special pieces for the garden, as well as constantly adding little gems. 
These include beautiful rare galanthus, frittalaria, primula vailii, epimedium, parrot tulips, paris, 
trillium and liatris.  

Enjoy your visit to Banool. 

OCTOBER MEETING 

We often say that we enjoy looking at the gardens of our members more than any other events that 
are organised.  This was proven correct at our October meeting as we thoroughly enjoyed looking 
at both Glenda’s and Janine’s gardens. 

It was most unfortunate that the Football Grand Final and a declared long weekend coincided with 
our gardening meeting.  But that didn’t deter some of the members.  Glenda’s garden looked 
superb.  I hadn’t visited this garden since our Christmas get together in December 2010!  The front 
yard has had retainer walls built, and the plants look healthy and well established.  Many people 
enjoyed the exchange of ideas about the vegetable patch and many of us received many cuttings 
from the garden.  It was very interesting to see how gardens develop over the years and ideas 
change.  And, the morning tea was delicious. 

When we arrived at Janine’s, we were welcomed in through the side gate and we were instantly 
aware of a secret garden behind the gate.  We walked over a timber walkway, past a water feature 
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on one side and a magnificent variegated Cyclamen on the other side.  After walking through the 
verandah, the back garden opened up with a colourful display of many varieties of bushes, shrubs, 
trees and flowers. 

We sat on the circular lawn at the bottom of the garden and held the AGM.  After a very leisurely 
lunch, plants and cuttings were exchanged.  Then whom ever was left sat around the table and 
ideas about snail/slugs/possums were discussed.  Some of these ideas will appear later in this 
newsletter. 

Thank you very much Glenda and Janine for inviting us to your gardens.  It was pure pleasure to 
absorb the ideas about plants and plantings from our members.  Even though it was quite a warm 
day for the time of the year, a welcome breeze kept the temperature down in the shade to a 
bearable level. 

 

MESSAGE TO ALL MEMBERS WHO 
ATTENDED THE PLANT SWAP: 

Does anyone recognise this plant please?  It has small 
leaves and a beautiful scent.  Thank you, Alison 
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PISTACHIO vs RHUS 
 

Last week Alice asked me about the tree just coming into leaf at the 
back.  I said it was a Rhus, she said aren’t they poisonous.  I said I 
think so but I bought it for its magnificent autumn colour.  I decided 
to google it and came up with this which I think is really interesting. 
I had never seen the yellow flowers or the brown berries so I have 
waited until the leaves have developed to check.  As you can see 
mine is the Pistachio so now I can tell people I have a pistachio tree 
not a Rhus. 

The Rhus tree has a series of small leaflets on each leaf, ending in 
one V-shaped leaf.  The leaves turn brilliant red in autumn and 
when fully grown, the tree reaches about 5m (16ft) tall.  It has 
yellow flowers and large clusters of brown, cherry-sized berries 
which are not edible.  The non-irritant pistachio tree (Pistacia 
chinensis) has similar leaves and is commonly mistaken for the 
Rhus tree. It colours very well. 

The two trees can be identified by the difference in their leaves.  
The Rhus tree has an end leaf and the pistachio has no end leaf 
(See diagram). 

Local councils can identify and advise if you have any problems. 

Alice also asked about the big deciduous tree at the front, I said it 
was an elm not sure what type as I bought for the flower for floral art.  It does sucker badly so 
beware.  My garden is a picking garden with some things planted for their leaves and flowers to 
use in floral art.  

Others are planted for the bees, hence the grevilleas however most of them are finished by the 
time the vegies need the bees, some do flower a long time but they are useless as cut flowers 
GLENDA 
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Minutes Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners Inc 

Annual General meeting 3 October 2015 

Held at Janine McAlpine’s home - 49 Croydon Hills Drive, Croydon Hills 

Julie Adams read out a short report (copy appended) summarising the years activities and thanking 
Committee members and others. 
Proposed: Tine Grimston   Seconded: Glenda Nicholson 

Treasurers Report.   
Tine Grimston read out the annual financial statement (copy appended) and noted that fees for 
2015/16 would remain at $20 per year and are due now.  There were 40 paid full members ($20), 3 
paid email members ($10), 2 free newsletter members ($0) in 2014/15 
Proposed: Tine Grimston   Seconded: Julie Groves 

Election of Office bearers –  
President thanked previous office bearers and declared all positions vacant.  No Nominations were 
received, but all 2014/15 office bearers agreed to serve again in 2015/16 
President: Julie Adams  
Secretary: Kathy Smalley  
Treasurer: Tine Grimston 
General committee members: Janine McAlpine, Julie Groves, Judy Percy, Polly Ashburner 
Proposed: Alice Peet  Seconded: Jill Dobson 

General Business: 
Thank you to previous volunteers and request for Volunteers for 2015/16: 
Newsletter: Julie Adams again 
Tea/Coffee/Urn: Denise Berzins again 
Thank you letters: Robin Arney again 
Hanging Basket Competition: No volunteers – so there will be no club entry at the 2016 MIFGS 

Flexibility of dates for future meetings: 
There was discussion around not always having meetings on the 1st Saturday of the month 
(unless public holiday weekend – in which case the meeting is held on 2nd Saturday of month). 

Suggestions for future outings. 
Organised so far.... 
Nov 2015 will be Banool in Ringwood,  
December 2015 will be Allowyn in Yarra Glen,  
Jan 2015 - no meeting 
Nov 2016 Possible weekend in Castlemaine  - Castlemaine & District Festival of Gardens  29  
October to 6 November 2016 (Melbourne Cup Day is Tuesday 3 November 2016) 

Suggestions made at the meeting: 
Louise & Bernie Wilshaw volunteered their garden 
Judy Percy has a contact for a garden near Montsalvat – possibly in Novemer 2016 
Cranbourne botanical gardens 
Musk Cottage in Flinders 
Jill Farrow suggested Maddies in Mooroolbark 
Ask Sandra McMahon (Kilsyth) to do a talk for a winter meeting 
Janine suggested Jindavick rare plants festival on first Saturday of April. 
We could possibly organise a bus for far away outings. Julie Groves’ husband can drive a bus. 
Cost of Hire and insurance could be too high.  Could request full amount at time of booking to 
make sure costs were covered. 

Meeting closed at  12:50pm. 
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VICTORIAN OPEN GARDEN SCHEME 
The inaugural garden for the new Victorian Open Garden Scheme was held on the weekend of 26 
& 27 September.  I was very fortunate to accompany Tine on a visit to Musk Cottage in Flinders on 
the Saturday afternoon. 

The car trip was just over an hour long and was 
extremely easy as Tine drove down the Eastlink 
and then merged onto the Peninsular Link.  I was 
quite surprised at the number of cars in the 
paddock, and as we walked closer to the gates, the 
number of people who were either entering or 
leaving was astonishing.  However, walking around 
the well set out garden, we were able to find places 
of peace and quiet without too many people around 
us.  

Rick Eckersley bought this 10 acres property just 
over six years ago.  The formal English garden with 
box hedges, David Austin roses, pussy willow and 
spacious cottage gardens were removed and the 
Linden tree and the driveway avenue of Evergreen 
Alder were the bare bones of the garden that was 
left. 

Paul with his business partners, Myles Broad and 
Scott Leung, begun the slow recreation of an 
Australian garden encompassing the colours of 
greys, olive greens, browns and brindle.  As the 
construction begun in the middle of a drought, first 
thoughts were on how to make the best use of the 
water on the property to maintain the plants. 

Hence, all the plants were drought tolerant and nothing is watered.  These hardy plants include 
Forest Sheoak (allocasuarina torulosa), New Zealand 
rock lily (arthropodium cirratum), round noon flower 
(disphyma crassifolium), morning flag 
(orthrosanthus multiflorus), peppermint scented 
geranium (pelargonium tometosum), and prostate 
rosemary (romarinus officials ‘Prostratus’ which was 
trailing over a moderate size retaining wall. 

Tine and I joined the 3pm tour around the gardens 
with Myles and Scott.  You could tell that these guys 
enjoyed their work and we only too willing to answer 
all the questions the group asked.  A fascinating fact 
was that seeing there were no animals grazing on 
this land for over 20 years, there wasn’t a weed 
problem.  This winter had been quite dry around this 
area and the dam was only about half full.  The guys 
explained that they needed at least four days of 
quite heavy rain to fill the dam up so that it would 
sustain the garden throughout most of summer.   

The house and cottage on this property are 
averrable for short term rental, corporate and private 
events.  What a wonderful tranquil place to stay.  
But I do not think I could afford it! 
JULIE 
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ONYX and AMBER update 2nd September 2015 
Once upon a time, as most Dibble and Hoers know, I introduced 2 new cats into my life.  They are 
a mum and daughter, aged about 4 years and 18 months respectively when I got them, both are 
tortoiseshells.  Onyx was a rescue cat, rescued by Lauren, and the first thing she did when Lauren 
rescued her was give birth to 4 kittens, one of which is Amber.  The other kittens found homes 
elsewhere; however Onyx and Amber remained together and joined my humble home in April 
2014. 

Quite some time ago Amber had completely settled in.  She miaows when she wants something, 
she purrs often when she is happy, she eats, she sleeps, she poos, she plays, she demands 
cuddles and affection when she feels the need.  She loves sleeping in the sunshine.  She loves 
cuddles and often gives me kisses.  She loves going outside and having a sniff and a roam around 
the garden.  She still loves her toy mousie and her catnip banana.  She doesn’t think all that much 
of food, that’s Onyx’ role.  Amber is pretty much a normal cat; except she is very shy and not 
confident at all with strangers.  She is sweet, affectionate, charming, playful and at times very 
vocal. 

Onyx, bless her, is still in the process of settling in.  I have been delighted to see she has made 
some amazing and incredible changes, however her behaviour still could do with some 
improvement.  I know I have had her some time now, but we are still not there yet.  It’s like 
watching a wind –up toy very ,very, very slowly unwind. 

To be honest, she is barely recognisable now from the cat I brought home.  She absolutely adores 
food and loves being groomed with her grooming brush while she is eating .  She does the 
kneading thing with her front claws and purrs and purrs and purrs while the grooming continues.  
And I think me giving her this ecstasy has brought about the wonderful and stunning changes I 
have seen. 

Nowadays she is much more social.  She has started to be a little more vocal, and gives a tiny 
miaow when she wants something.  If she is hungry, she comes up to me and claws me very 
gently, and if she is really really hungry she gives my hand a tiny bite.  It doesn’t hurt, she is very 
careful.  She often tries to lead me around the house at meal times as a reminder “Feed me!!!  
Now!!!  And don’t forget the grooming!!”  She has also started to do this at bed time, to remind me 
to get off the computer and go to bed!!  And at night time, both of them sleep on my bed.  Next to 
me.  Within arm’s reach.  When I put my hand out, I can feel the warm soft fur of a comfy cat.  It’s a 
very recent change and a very welcome improvement.  Sadly when I go to bed both Onyx and 
Amber still jump off, sometimes.  However sometimes they remain.  And this is an improvement as 
well. 

There have been a few more wonderful developments.  The first is the heater.  Yes, the heater.  All 
winter Onyx has looked at it and looked at it and looked at it and has told me very clearly that “she 
is not amused”.  So when Amber has been having cuddles and kisses, and Onyx has come to join 
us she has remained on the other side of the room, bless her.  Just recently, over the past few 
days she has realised that actually heaters are wonderful things!  And she has come and joined 
Amber and me, and plonks herself next to the heater. 

The second wonderful news is that, finally, Onyx and Amber have discovered the wonderful world 
of boxes.  I have left a few around here and there in the hope they would play with them, but I 
didn’t see any changes until I turned a box onto its side with the box opening against the wall.  All 
of a sudden this became a cave and had both cats interested.  I then put another box on top of this 
box and look!!!  Both cats have been exploring and sniffing and generally nosing around these 
boxes.  I guess shredding them will come in time. 

The third wonderful news is that Onyx seriously adores being groomed and stroked.  I have now 
picked her up many times, put her on my lap, and she has remained there quite calm for some 
time, perhaps 15 minutes or longer, while I have brushed her and stroked her and talked nonsense 
to her.  Most of the time she tells me she likes this, and she certainly makes it clear when “she 
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wants down now please”.  And I have even noticed that she now rubs her cheek against my face 
and hands.  And this is pretty special, coming from a cat that once-upon-a-time hated me!! 

My last wonderful news is that that nasty look in her eyes has just about gone.  And every once in 
a while, she looks at me, and I know she is telling me “I am happy”.  

And while some things have changed dramatically, some things remain the same.  Such as 
Olympic quality running up and down the corridor, although thankfully the midnight time slot has 
moved.  Such as destroying the armchair; death by scratching.  Such as taking running jumps up 
to the top of the kitty cat play gym.  Such as honing Houdini skills and opening cupboard doors 
mysteriously.  And of course, when all else fails, there is always sleeping together in the sun. 

So the end is in sight on our thousand mile journey.  Yes there is light now at the end of the tunnel; 
we have made a lot of progress.  Many thanks to all those who sent prayers or good karma our 
way, it worked.  I now have one beautiful and delightful cat, with another beautiful and delightful cat 
well under way. 

4th October LATEST NEWS:  Onyx has now given me kisses on 3 separate occasions.  The light 
at the end of the tunnel is approaching faster. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES ($20) ARE DUE  
AT OCTOBER MEETING 

For the 2015/16 membership year - the fees will remain at $20 for the period October 2015 to 
September 2016  

If you wish to pay at the November or December meeting, I'd prefer the correct money in a 
named envelope. This means I don't need to lug all the treasurer stuff to every meeting.  

Other payment methods are:  
 • Deposit in our Westpac Bank account (be sure to include your name as the 
reference so I know who the payment is from)  
     Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners BSB 033039 account 630377  
 • You can send a cheque or money order made out to Dibble & Hoe Cottage 
Gardeners to: Tine Grimston 4 Crimea Close Rowville Vic 3178  
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BOOK REVIEW 

Beyond the garden gate by Judy Vanrenen 

In BTGG JV takes her readers on a botanical journey through 
the generations and describes the tourism and business 
career that led her to start Botanica World Discoveries with 
her business partner, Geoff McGeary, the owner of the APT 
group.  She provides an insight into the people who inspired 
her over the years, her early outback Australia tourism career, 
and the culture that made Botanica the leading botanically 
themed travel company in Australia. 

Judy also describes her passion for caring for our landscapes, 
her ever-evolving western Victoria country garden, Wiltshire, 
and the amazing people who made Botanica the worldwide 
travel organisation it is today.  Her travels have led her to 
some stunning gardens and worldwide horticultural shows 
throughout the world and naturally she has some favourites, 
which she shares with her readers. 

In 2003, Judy was one of only 15,000 Australians every 100 
years, to be awarded the Centenary Medal for her voluntary 
contribution to improving the performance of small businesses 
in Victoria, and she shares a wealth of business and 
entrepreneurial tips in the book. 

Small space organics by Josh Byrne 

Gardening Australia presented by Josh Byrne, a leading expert in sustainable landscape design 
and urban water management, provides all the authoritative information you need to create your 
own organic landscape, in tandem with the story of the step-by step development of one of his own 
garden projects on a tiny, narrow inner-city site.  Josh demonstrates how you can successfully 
incorporate lifestyle with sustainability by taking a holistic, sophisticated approach.  His own small 

garden space integrates organic food production, urban 
wildlife habitat and water-conservation strategies; such as 
greywater reuse and rainwater harvesting for household 
use and irrigation, with outdoor living areas. 

Small Space Organics provides essential information on 
organic gardening techniques.  Josh takes a detailed look 
at the use of companion plants to attract beneficial insects; 
at soil building and plant nutrition (including ways to turn 
food scraps and garden waste into valuable soil conditioner 
through composting and worm farms); discusses key 
maintenance techniques such as organic pest and disease 
control; pruning for plant health and production.  A guide to 
propagation methods ensures you will have a steady supply 
of plants to fill your garden across the seasons. 

Packed with detailed technical and horticultural information, 
this book is an essential reference for anyone looking to 
create a stylishly designed, sustainable and productive 
garden while facing the challenge of limited space. 



November 2015 Volume 15, No 5 �  of 1612

UPCOMING EVENTS
1 September to 30th November: 
Spring in South Gippsland Festival, a celebration of everything horticultural in the region 
throughout the entire spring season.  Starting with the 59th Daffodil Festival and ending after the 
44th Annual Rose Spectacular.  South Gippsland’s natural beauty, parks and gardens, community 
garden events, shows and horticultural business will be featured and supported in a website at 
www.springissouthgippsland.com.au 
Now till 30 September 2015: 
View costumes and props from the third series of Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries, Ripponlea 
House and Gardens, 192 Hotham St, Elsternwick.  Cost: Adult: $20,Concession: $18, National 
Trust Member: Adult: $17, Concession: $16  Phone 9656 9889 
4-31st October: 
Gardivalia, Jindivick area, Gippsland.  10am-4pm, features open gardens garden furniture, 
workshops and demonstrations, art and sculpture exhibitions, Baw Baw Garden Expo, community 
& sustainable gardens, Art Markets, FarmersMarket, music and cultural events.   
www.http://gardivalia.com.au 

24 October-4 November: 
Country Farm Perennials, 96 Laings Road, Nayook, phone 5628 4202, E-mail : cfp@dcsi.net.au, 
www.countryfarmperennials.com.au, David & Merryle warmly invite you to join them for their 
Annual Country Farm Perennials Open Days.You can stroll around the manicured gardens, enjoy a 
tea or coffee with homemade cakes and slices on the Saturday & Sundays, or bring your own 
picnic.  Enjoy our full range of new, unusual & dry hardy plants.  Open 10am to 4pm daily.  Free 
entry to gardens & nursery. 

31 October: 
Companion Planting, Glen Park Community Centre,30 Glen Park Road Bayswater North, VIC, 
3153 Phone: 9720 5097 Email: office@glenparkcc.com.au Web: www.glenparkcc.com.au have 
organised a FREE community workshop to be held in the Community Garden.  11am-12.30pm.  
During this workshop you will learn about organic gardening through companion planting, the 
plant’s role in soil biology, companion planting for small spaces, appropriate plant selection, 
eliminating application of chemicals for pest and disease management and the introduction of bush 
food in your garden.  Contact Payton on 97205097. 

31 October & 1 November: 
Australian Pelargonium and Geranium Society Spring Show, Bellfield Community Centre, cnr 
Banksia St & Oriel Rd, Ivanhoe Mel 31:E4, Saturday 12-4pm, Sunday 9.30am-4pm, cost $5 
includes morning/afternoon tea.  Wonderful displays of pelargoniums and geraniums, plants and 
cuttings for sale.  Lorna 94384080 

1 November: 
Victorian Iris Society Main Show, Mt Waverley Community Centre, 47 Miller Crescent, Mount 
Waverley Mel 70:E1, 11am-4pm, Cost $6, children under 13 free.  Iris rhizomes, afternoon tea, 
souvenirs, literature and catalogues - all for sale at the show. 

7 November: 
Dahlia Society Tuber Auction & Sale, Wadham Place, 52 Wadham Place, Mt Waverley, 
1.30-4pm.  Free.  Autumn colour starts with planting dahlias in November.  New varieties available, 
advice on colour, type and growing needs, afternoon tea.  5184 1376. 
Alister Clark Memorial Rose Garden Open Day, Cnr Green Street and Bulla Road, Bulla, Mel 
177:B8.10.30am-4pm, free entry.  The late Mr Alister Clark of Bulla is Australia’s most well known 
rose breeder.  The rose garden is the most complete public collection of Alister Clark roses and 
with the help of Hume Council, is maintained by the volunteers including many from the Bulla 
Garden Club.  These beautiful roses,which are rarely seen in public gardens, will be in full bloom 
on the day. 

http://www.springissouthgippsland.com.au
http://www.apple.com
mailto:cfp@dcsi.net.au
http://www.countryfarmperennials.com.au
http://www.glenparkcc.com.au
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7 & 8 November: 
Mt Eliza 5 Gardeners Gardens, Tickets at gate, $25 all gardens, $6 single garden, plant and gift 
stalls, teas and light snacks.  Enquiries 9775 3301 
94 Old Mornington Road (Mel 101:G10) 
5 Amesbury Road (Mel 101:J11) 
4 Bellbrook Court (Mel 102:C10) 
7 St Ives Avenue (Mel 106:D1) 
4 Seahaze Court (Mel 105:E7) 

13-14 November: 
Annual Leongatha Rose Spectacular, Leongatha Memorial Hall, McCartin Street, Leongatha.  
Friday 12-5pm, Saturday 9.30am-5pm.  Entry $5.  Roses, cut flowers, children’s and community 
sections.  Featuring the ‘Loch Post Office’ rose, with garden walks in Loch Village to see.  03 5657 
3292 

14 November: 
Bromeliad Society of Victoria Show, Phoenix Park Community Centre, Rob Roy Road, 
Chadstone.  Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 9am-5pm.  Entry $4.  Colourful bromeliad display, huge 
range for sale.  Books and information available.  9801 1628. 

14 & 15 November: 
State Rose and Garden Show, Victoria’s State Rose Garden, Werribee Park, Werribee.  The 
State Rose Garden will provide truly spectacular backdrop to this exciting event.  There will be an 
impressive display of 5000+ roses in full bloom.  Contact Georgina 9742 0777. 

20 & 21 November: 
African Violet & Gesneriad 2015 Annual Show & Plant Sale,  Mt Waverley Community Centre, 
47 Miller Crescent, Mount Waverley Mel 70:E1, Saturday 1pm-4pm, Sunday 10am-4pm.  Entry $5, 
children free.  New varieties and colours available, advice on growing, demonstrations and 
supplies.  Refreshments. 

28-29 November: 
Warrantina Lavender Farm Open Garden 
Weekend, 105 Quayle Road, Seville.  
9am-5pm each day.  $7.  Garden walks, 
lavenders, salvias, roses, rhododendrons, 
azaleas, harvesting demonstrations, crafts, 
Devonshire teas and luncheons.  5964 
4650. 
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RECIPE 
BAKED LAMB AND FILO PIE 
INGREDIENTS: 
500g lamb mince     1/3 cup olive oil 
1 large onion, finely chopped    2 cloves garlic, crushed 
250g frozen chopped spinach, drained well  1/3 cup pine nuts 
1/4 cup currants     1 tspn allspice 
100g feta cheese, crumbled     1 lemon, rind finely grated 
8 sheets filo pastry 

METHOD: 
Heat a large frying pan over medium high heat, add mince and cook stirring, breaking up with 
wooden spoon for 6 minutes.  Using a slotted spoon, transfer meat to a large bowl. 

Add 1 tbsp oil, onion and garlic to pan and cook, stirring often, 5 minutes until softened.  Stir in 
spinach, nuts, currants and allspice.  Stir over medium heat for 3 minutes until all liquid has 
evaporated.  Add to bowl with feta and lemon rind and stir to combine.  Cool 10 minutes. 

Meanwhile, preheat oven to 200oC.  Grease 24cm ovenproof pie dish. 

Remove filo sheets from the pack and cover with a damp cloth.  Lay 1 sheet on the bench top and 
brush with oil.  Lay a second sheet on top.  Spoon 1/4 of mixture along the long edge closest to 
you.  Fold in ends (approx 2cm) then roll up loosely to enclose.  Brush all over with a little more oil 
and shape into a coil.  Place in centre of pie dish so that the ends are touch.  Repeat with the 
remaining ingredients.  Brush the top with remaining oil and bake for 30 minutes until golden. 

Cut into wedges and serve with a tossed salad.  Serves 4. 
I love this recipe, very tasty and every one has complimented me on the dish.  I do not always 
make a coil.  You can just bake long rolls and it is just as good.  JULIE 

FRUIT SPONGE OR PUDDING: 

all in one bowl: 
2 cups sifted SR flour     2 eggs 
1 cup milk      1 cup raw sugar 
125g melted butter     vanilla essence 

Beat all together until pale, about 1 minute.  Top with fruit and coconut.  Bake in a moderate oven 
until cooked.   
This is the fruit slice that the members at Janine’s house tried at lunch at the last meeting. 

Thank you Judy for this recipe. 
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NATIVE BULBS 
While I am well known for my professional interest in cacti and succulents, few people are aware of 
my interest in other plants especially those that are ‘water-wise’ and can grown well with my 
succulents - whether in pots or int he garden. 

I have found that a wide range of bulbs have worked well and this has led me to hunt down some 
lesser known Australian native bulbs, some of which have proven to be good garden performers.  I 
believe most gardeners are unaware that we have any worthwhile bulbs, so I wish to share with 
you what I found growing wild, on a recent car trip.  With my wife Michele, we drove to the Flinders 
Ranges in South Australia for a week to take photographs to bring back to share with anyone who 
might be in disbelief, or who might suggest that I exaggerate these plants and their worth! 

Australia is rich in diverse native flora that includes several thousand species which produce 
bulbous storage organs (mostly underground), including corms and tubers.   

What is defined here as a bulb?  There is a technical, precise definition of the word ‘bulb’ used by 
botanists who accept Australia as having only three genera of true bulbs - Calostemma, Crinum 
and Proiphys.  However, a broader definition also exists for ‘bulb’ as used by the horticultural 
industry, most gardeners, and this article, that also includes many superficially similar plants.  What 
all these plants have in common is a swollen food and water storage organ at their base, most 
commonly underground.  This plant storage organ allows plants to survive dry season or rough.  
Perhaps a more comprehensive or correct word to describe all theses plats is geophytes; however, 
this would be the least helpful to readers. 

The following are examples of Australian plant genera with species that produce swollen succulent 
storage organs, mostly underground. 

Amorphophallus, Anacampseros, Arnocrinum, Arthropodium, Blandfordia, Brachystelma, 
Burchardia, Calandrinia, Calostemma, Chamaescilla, Cissus, Crinum, Dichopogon, Dioscorea, 
Drosera, Hydnophytum, Ipomoea, Microseris, Myrmecodia, Portulaca, Proiphys, Sowerbaea, 
Stephania, Stylidium, Thysanotus and Wurmbea. 

Most genera of native orchids (Orchidaceae) are commonly regarded as geophytic, with over 1000 
species that have tubers or tuberous roots.  Several hundred more native orchid species are 
epiphytic with pseudobulbs instead. 

A little known fact is that the highly succulent storage organs of many of the plants listed above 
were once major food and water sources for the indigenous people of Australia.  For example, the 
tubers of Burchardia congest were traditionally eaten raw or roasted over coals.  This plant was 
once a nutritionally significant and commonly consumed indigenous food. 

This article is written by Attila Kapitany and appears in the Spring 2015 edition of the Royal 
Horticultural Society of Victoria Gardeners’ Gazette. 

DUBAI MIRACLE GARDEN 
A flower garden... in the last place you would expect: 
Rainbow-coloured oasis with 45 MILLION flowers is in 
the middle of a desert.  The Dubai Miracle Garden 
features over 45 flower species imported from all over 
the world.  A multitude of shaped archways, flowerbeds 
and structures can be seen at the 18-acre site.  The 
colourful array is watered by a system that recycles 
waste water while avoiding evaporation 

In the city that prides itself on pushing the boundaries 
of what can be achieved; from the world's tallest 
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building to indoor ski slopes in the desert, what can you expect?  The Dubai Miracle Garden 
features a sensational 45 million flowers 
over an 18-acre site, from breathtaking 
flowerbeds to heart-shaped archways and 
adorned castles. 
  
Dubai Miracle Garden has more than 45 
million blooming flowers with stunning 
colour combinations achieved through 45 
different flower varieties and colour.  The 
spectacular bonanza provides a colourful 
oasis for the eyes of city workers, who 
can escape to the natural splendour 
which is nestled close to Arabian 
Ranches, in Dubailand.  The gardens 

were opened on Valentine's Day in 
2013, and were designed to be a 
thriving tourist attraction. 
   
If the natural landscape was not 
enough, what makes this attraction 
particularly impressive is the unique 
sub-surface irrigation system that 
recycles waste water via drip irrigation 
while avoiding evaporation and saving 
up to 75 per cent of water and energy.  
Landscaping company, Akar, sought to 
deck out the gardens with an awe-
inspiring assortment of flowers – most of 
which are rare and seen for first time in 

the Middle East, such as petunias and geraniums. 

Dubai Miracle Garden is world's biggest flower garden. It is situated in the North West Quadrant of 
Arabian Ranches interchange  This amazing tourist attraction is a Guinness Record Holder for the 
Largest Vertical Garden. Also popular is the heart shaped flower beds at the Alley of Hearts.

Bordered by windmills, this area provides parking, sitting areas, a prayer room and shops for 
visitors to Dubai Miracle Garden. 

In order to create a fresh experience for guests visiting the rainbow gardens, the displays are 
changed seasonally.  These have included millions of flowers in the shape of a UAE floral flag, 
floral clock, a Ferrari car with driver decorated 
by flowers, a vertical buried car zone, flower 
apple structures, artificial animals, flower boats 
and an Islamic Arch Design. 

At the moment, there are 45 species of flowers 
in the garden, which are imported in from all 
around the world, from Egypt to the United 
States.  Of course, the attraction would not be 
complete without open parking, VIP parking, 
sitting areas, prayer room, toilet blocks, 
ablution facility, security room, first aid room, 
carts for handicapped visitors, retails and 
commercial kiosk and all other related services 
available to facilitate visitors.   

Thank you for finding this article Glenda.


