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Hi Everyone,!!
Hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year with your family and friends. !
I enjoyed our Christmas get together.  Jeremy has so much passion about the plants and 
animals at Cloudehill.  The owner of Brunch, Mark, organised a wonderful lunch menu for 
us, and I found that the choices were good.  I stayed and had a chai after everyone left, 
and spoke to Mark for about 30 minutes.  He is going to commence serving a Friday and 
Saturday night dinner and I will let you know what is like when I have attended an evening. !
Last year, we visited many interesting places and the committee have a varied and 
interesting venue selection for 2015.  If anyone has any suggestions, we are only too 
happy to listen to them, or if you feel you would like to organise an outing, we are very 
enthusiastic to have help.  This year we will be visiting some of the gardens that appeared 
in The Open Garden Scheme in the last few years.  The fee for these gardens vary 
between $5-$8, some might be slightly more expensive.  But remember, if you visited them 
during the Open Garden Scheme, they charged $8. !
In this newsletter, I have included February, March and April’s events.  So, this means the 
next newsletter will be May 2015.  If there is anything that we need members to know, we 
will email or telephone/send letters to our members.  Also, as the Open Garden Scheme 
will cease in June 2015, this will also be deleted from newsletters.  I hope that the Royal 
Horticultural Society of Victoria will continue to inform members of what’s happening so 
that I can keep you informed. !
Is anyone interested in reading the 2013 magazines called The Garden from the Royal 
Horticultural Society?  They have been circulating through the club and if anyone is 
interested, Tine will have them with her at the February meeting. !
As I work a Saturday every three weeks, this year I have been very unfortunate that this 
happens six times on our gardening days!  I have been able to take holidays on three of 
these days, so am very fortunate to have a very understanding boss.  So, I will be asking 
for volunteers to take photographs and write an account of these days that I am unable to 
attend. !
Welcome Bernie Wilshaw, Gail Neale, Joan O’Reilly, Richard Shrimpton and Sue Withers.  
The committee has decided that we will have yearly name tags, so Tine will be given them 
out at the February meeting.  If you have a plastic name tag holder, could you please bring 
it to this meeting.!!
Hope you all enjoy 2015 being members of Dibble and Hoe Gardeners Inc. !
Cheers, !
Julie!

Dibble & Hoe Gardeners Inc 2015
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2015 COMMITTEE !
President   Julie Adams   0408122780 
Minutes Secretary  Kathy Smalley  9761 8251 
Treasurer   Tine Grimston  9752 9897 
Newsletter Editor  Julie Adams   0408122780 
Committee:   Polly Ashburner  9756 7342 
    Julie Groves  9723 1762 
    Janine McAlpine  9723 6867 
    Judy Percy   9723 9756 !!!!
FEBRUARY 2015 MEETING: !
WHEN:  Saturday 7 February 2015 at 10.30 am !
WHERE:  Austplant Nursery, 249 Purves Road, Arthurs Seat.  Melway ref:  171:F5 !
WHAT:  Austplant is a nursery specialising in Australian native plants.  It consists of 3 
hectares of gardens of native plants, which receive no watering other than rainfall.  The gardens 
are designed to demonstrate the beauty and resilience of native plants. 
We will have morning tea on arrival, then Glen Yearsley, owner/manager of Austplant will give us a 
talk and later will be available to answer any questions we have about the growing of native plants, 
how to make the best choices, etc. !!!
NOTE:  Austplant is situated on a hill; the gardens and nursery are terraced with some steep 
pathways in between sections.  It would therefore be best to wear sturdy, flat-heeled shoes! 
Car-pooling for this outing is advisable as Austplant’s carpark will only accommodate about 6 cars, 
with the overflow vehicles needing to park on the roadside.  Members to make car-pooling 
arrangements themselves. !
LUNCH:  Lunch will be at the Seawinds Gardens, located a little further back along Purves 
Road, going towards Arthurs Seat Road:  Melway 159 D12.  This is a lovely old park, now run by 
ParksVictoria.  It has many big, shady trees, seating, picnic tables, toilets walking tracks and 
wonderful panoramic views of Port Phillip Bay and the Mornington and Bellarine Peninsulas. !
WHAT TO BRING: Mug, chair and your own lunch. !!
!
!
!
!
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MARCH 2015 MEETING: !
WHEN: Saturday 14 March 2015 at 10.30am 
WHERE:   Hanson Garden, 104 Webb St, Warrandyte, Melways ref 35:G2 
WHAT:  After morning tea, we will have a guided walk for an hour from 11am to12 noon. !
HANSON GARDEN 
In September 1969 John and Bev Hanson bought the 4 hectare property in Warrandyte with its 
views of the mountains and superb bush land of spring wildflowers.  The house was built in 1972 
with main living areas taking advantage of the winter sun, garden and views.  The many glass 
walls afford a feeling of being in the garden from the inside of the house, with different vistas 
created from each room e.g. water garden, courtyard etc. !
After graduating from the three year course at Burnley Horticulture College, Bev was fortunate to 
work for five years with Ellis Stones, one of Melbourne’s top landscape architects.  His natural style 
of garden design, with careful placement of rocks had a profound influence on her.  Elements of 
the natural style include taking advantage of natural contours, creating rooms in the garden, 
changing levels to create interest, and the construction of water features.  Bev now has her own 
business designing gardens in the natural style. !
In the garden, plants are carefully chosen to complement the area and each other.  For example, a 
very flat ground cover may be planted in front of feature rocks with higher plants layered behind 
thus giving depth to the garden.  The whole garden is designed to flow from one area to another - 
from the exotic to the native, the water garden, vegetable/orchard area and the courtyard.  These 
all merge with the native surrounds. !
All rain water on the property is diverted from the roof to fill ponds around the house and also tanks 
for the garden and fire fighting purposes.  Grey water is used on the south side to benefit moisture 
and shade loving plants such as ferns. !
Bev and John take the fire threat in summer very seriously.  After Ash Wednesday in 1983, they 
installed a sprinkler system with petrol driven pump from a rain water tank.  Following Black 
Saturday their son, Peter, who has been a CFA volunteer for over 20 years, dug out an old 1850s 
gold mine near the house for a bunker to be used as a last resort. !
Bev regards the natural bush as her outer garden.  Bev and John have put much effort into 
improving this area of bush removing weeds and arranging a rabbit eradication program involving 
neighbours and resulting in ground flora being invigorated.  This natural area includes 26 different 
types of ground orchids as well as many pea flowers, daisies and other native wildflowers. !
In 1981 the bush land on two boundaries was declared part of the Warrandyte State Park,  The 
property has Land for Wildlife status and in 1999 the Hansons put a covenant on the property to 
preserve the bush forever. !
This story is in the Summer 2014 of the Royal Horticultural Society of Victoria Gardeners’ Gazette. 
Text by Bev Hanson 
LUNCH:  your choice, bring your own picnic lunch or visit one of the good Warrandyte cafes:  
  
Stonehouse which is on the bank of the Yarra 
Thyme on the Terrace 
Warrandyte Cafe 
Roundabout Cafe 
Cocoa Moon Cafe 
and of course Warren Glen Nursery and Cafe 
Beasley's Nursery and Teahouse 
  
then on to the Greenery Garden Centre at Templestowe (no cafe though) 
and even a bit further afield to Lillies on Brougham at Eltham. 
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APRIL 2015 MEETING: !
WHEN:  Saturday 11 April 2015 at 10.00 am !
WHERE:  Edible Forest Gardens, 5 Lower Homestead Road, Wonga Park 
  Melway ref:  279:A9 !
WHAT:  Edible Forest Gardens is a large specialist Permaculture nursery, stocking an 
amazing array of beautiful and interesting food plants.  Many of these plants are perennial and little 
known by most gardeners.  Visitors to the nursery are encouraged to feel and taste the plants on 
offer; and recipes are available for the more unusual plants.   
John Ferris, owner/manager of the nursery, has an encyclopaedic knowledge of the plants  and will 
give us a talk entitled ‘Why perennial vegetables are best’, and is looking forward to answering our 
questions afterwards. 
We will be provided with morning tea prior to commencement of John’s talk. !
LUNCH: BYO picnic lunch at Warrandyte State Park, which is a 5.3km drive and should take 
about 10 minutes.  When you leave The Edible Forest Gardens, turn left onto Lower Homestead 
Road and drive 550 metres, turn left into Homestead Road, drive 220 metres then turn right onto 
Jumping Creek Road (Route 42), and drive for 3.8kms.  Turn right at the Warrandyte State Park 
and drive 750 metres to the area that states toilets and picnic grounds (Jumping Creek toilets).  
You will find a picnic shelter near the parking area.  This is where we will meet to enjoy our lunch. !
IN THE AFTERNOON: Visit the All Inclusive Nurseries at 34 Homestead Road, Wonga 
Park.  All Inclusive Nurseries has been established since 1979 and are a major supplier to the 
wholesale market specialising in supplying stock to landscapers, developers, builders and trade 
customers.  However, they have high quality plants, ranging from tube stock to advanced, potting 
soils, fertilisers, weeders, etc. that individuals are able to buy.  With 10 acres of stock on the 
ground, there is plenty to look at and buy.  Tine, Kathy and I have visited this nursery and we highly 
recommend it. 

NOVEMBER 2014 MEETING 
We had a wonderful weekend in Yea in November 2014.  There were 12 gardens, 6 town and 6 
country.  They were all very different but interesting.  My favourite town garden was Abutilon which 
was where the Yea Garden Club had their annual plant sale.  Myrna’s garden was jam packed full 
of colour, smells and hidden objects that you just had to discover and enjoy.  And, of course, 
abutilons were everywhere, so many different varieties.  The colours were outstanding and many 
were bought at extremely reasonable prices. !
As the Saturday was quite a warm day, some of us decided to eat our lunch at the shelter at Yea 
Wetlands.  The wetlands have water views, bushland, bird hides and nesting boxes, plus 
storyboards highlighting the aboriginal and natural history of the area. !
Saturday night was spent at the Peppercorn where after drinks and nibbles, we enjoyed good food 
and wine whilst a talking and laughing.  Peppercorn Hotel was built in the 1860s and is situated 
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opposite the old Yea Railway Station.  In the dining room there are massive open fireplaces, 
exposed original brick walls and giant wooden beams from historic nearby bridges.  The food was 
fantastic, but I can’t say anything good about the management of the place. 

!
On Sunday, we saw the country gardens.  The outstanding garden for me was the Carpenter 
Garden.  The was an achievable garden and could be looked after by one very energetic person.  
Silver birches frame the front of the house and a crepuscule climbing rose wreaths the verandah, 
stretching for over 15 metres.  Yellow roses were underplanted with yellow and blue perennials 
including a collection of blue salvias either side of the front door.  The orchard was big and 
rambling and the vegetable garden had been constructed out of old galvanised water tanks that 
had been filled  mainly with autumn leaves and lawn clippings that had broken into beautiful 
compost. !
Another outstanding garden, was the large Glenburn Station.  There is a basic planting of 
hundreds of beautiful trees including maples, manchurian pears, weeping cherries, crepe myrtles 
and cypress.  Thousands of bulbs are scattered throughout the grounds and there were extensive 
rose gardens. !
 !
DECEMBER 2014 MEETING 
REPORT   
Despite a very cold morning and 
low fog, our members were guided 
through Cloudehill by Jeremy 
Francis.  Jeremy and his partner 
are now improving the 2 hectare 
garden.  The design of the garden 
is based on many art and craft 
English gardens.  Two old beech 
trees have now been placed on the 
significant historic trees list.  
Cloudehill is made up of 20 
different garden rooms, each with 
its own theme.  A walk around the 
nursery was a good way to end the 
morning. !!
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The fog lifted as we drove to our lunch venue - 
Brunch.  Mark, the owner, accommodated us 
extremely well and I hope that everyone had a great 
time.  The food was fantastic and I heard so much 
talking and laughing - it sounded great.  Kris Kringle 
is always fun and interesting. !

!!
!
!!
HORNETS NEST !
Hello Everyone and Happy New Year to all. 
  
Back in about November I noticed a small grey ball up under the eaves outside my front door.  
There were two insects coming and going that looked very like wasps and the ball was just a bit 
bigger than a golfball.  Unfortunately I did not take a photo at this time.  I found out that the insects 
were Hornets and when I goggled Hornets Nests I found some amazing photos and was 
disappointed that mine was just a small one. 
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!
Well I shouldn't have worried as it rapidly got bigger and bigger and the number of Hornets also 
increased steadily.  The hornets are smaller than the first ones I saw so I think that may have been 
the queen.  Anyway the nest is growing so fast that I have now decided that it will have to go as it it 
a bit precarious for anyone entering the front door.  (It is a great deterrent to door to door salesmen 
I found out).  I have made various phone calls to find out if I can move it somehow without 
destroying it as I really didn't want to kill the insects, but unfortunately it appears that they will have 
to go.  I am hoping that I can keep the nest once the insects are gone.  It is made by chewing 
timber and mixing with saliva so making a kind of paper mache and you can see the various 
shades of grey where they have used a different source.   !
Wish me luck!  Jill !!!
Onyx and Amber update 1/1/2015 !
Once upon a time, as most Dibble and Hoers know, I introduced 2 new cats into my life in April 
2014.  They are a mum and daughter, aged about 4 years and 18 months respectively when I got 
them, both tortoiseshells.  Onyx was a rescue cat, rescued by Lauren, and the first thing she did 
when Lauren rescued her was give birth to 4 kittens, one of which is Amber.   !
When I first came home with them, they were very frightened cats indeed.  They hid for 48 hours 
straight, nor did they eat during this time.  I knew they were around as I could see the kitty litter 
was used, plus occasionally I heard miaowing as they argued over the best position in seclusion 
(for example behind the fridge).  Also they threw up 4 times (just awesome!), I suppose this was 
stress related.  Apart from this evidence, there was no sign of the cats.  Gradually over time their 
shyness has worn off, and they emerged from their hiding places to view a new world.   
 

Amber has now pretty much settled in.  She is 
demanding, affectionate, charming, and playful.  
First thing every morning she demands to go 
outside, and there is no peace in my house until 
she goes outside.  Naturally, she wants Onyx with 
her in the big outside scary world, and this can 
cause some dramas as Onyx, just to be contrary, 
doesn’t particularly want to go outside.  So usually 
Amber talks to Onyx until Onyx sighs and then goes 
outside with Amber.  When Amber has finished 
being outside, once again she miaows and miaows 
until she gets her way and I open the door to let 
both cats back inside.  At the end of the day, Amber 
often jumps up on me and demands cuddles.  And 
often I am very lucky and feel very loved as she is 
very generous with her kisses.   !
I wish I could say the same for Onyx.  Her 
behaviour has improved remarkably however we 
still have some way to go. !
About 2 months ago, sometime in November, Onyx 
realised that I’m not a big horrid monster and that 
actually I do listen when she talks to me.  So the 
moment arrived when I was typing away on my 
computer, Onyx actually came up to me and sat 
next to me!! And then, miracle of miracles, Onyx 
came right up to me!!  And then did the twirly whirly        
thing that cats do around ankles!!!  And thank 



Feb, Mar, Apr 201 Volume 15, No 1 �  of 148
heavens, we have continued making 
progress from this point on.  Onyx 
now comes up to me many times 
during the day, usually when I am 
sitting, and does twirly whirlies around 
my ankles whenever she wants my 
attention.  In addition she has 
discovered my slippers (which I keep 
next to me when I sit at the computer) 
and also discovered that these 
slippers are great to play with, to 
cuddle and to eat (don’t look at me.  I 
don’t understand it.  It’s obviously a 
cat thing).   My slippers are looking 
the worse for wear, but Onyx tells me 
she is happier.  And what’s a pair of 
slippers between friends?  She’s welcome to them.  I can always buy more. !
Nowadays Onyx doesn’t run from me when I come up to her.  She usually just lies there and lets 
me pat her, and that’s a big improvement.  She asks for food when she wants it, which is another 
big improvement.  She has learnt to tolerate being picked up and put on my knee, and these days 
she purrs when I stroke her for a few minutes when she is on my knee.  Another big tick.  She lets 
me pat her when she does twirly whirlies around my ankles, plus now I often find both Amber and 
Onyx sitting near me or lying near me wherever I am in the house.  And also, sometimes I get 
welcomed home when I have been absent for many hours at work during the day.  Onyx has also 
improved on her bed behaviour.  It used to be so scary for her – just being allowed on the bed 
when I was in the room – nowadays she accepts me lying on the bed providing I don’t move the 
bedding.  More big ticks.   !
The best part of Onyx’s improvement is that she has almost lost that terrified look in her eyes.  She 
still looks scared sometimes and bolts off occasionally when something unexpected happens, but 
the terrible haunted “I-am-desperately-and-totally-unhappy” look has pretty much gone.  She is 
much more content.  I do so much wish I could say that her terrified look has gone forever, but no. !
In general, during the day both cats are very busy sleeping, eating, destroying the cat chair (I have 
one comfy chair especially for them to sharpen their claws on), grooming (including shedding hair 
all over my furniture, bedding plus whatever clothes they can find), rubbing themselves all over my 
furniture, practising Olympic quality running up and down the corridor, opening cupboards and not 
closing them, staring out windows at the bird life outside, and, of course, just lounging around 
doing absolutely nothing at all.   In this hotter weather I often find Onyx and Amber have plonked 
themselves down in the middle of the carpet – and expect me to walk around them while they lie 
there looking at me.  Which, of course, I do. !
One final thing.  As Amber and Onyx have become more comfortable, I am finally seeing some 
differences between them.  Until recently they used to be everywhere together.  Now I occasionally 
find them doing different things in different rooms.  This can only mean one thing – that at long last 
their true personalities are emerging.  Amber likes being outside.  Amber likes playing games, 
especially with her toy mouse.  Amber likes having cuddles, and Amber likes miaowing.  Whereas 
with Onyx, all she wants is food, and lots of it.  And then to lie around in the sun, and do nothing.   !
So I am very pleased to say that we are well on the way on our thousand mile journey.  The 
destination is to have 2 beautiful and delightful cats.  I’m not quite sure what point we are at on this 
journey, however I can say with certainty that we are more advanced now on this path than we 
were at the last time of my writing.  Fingers crossed we will make it.  Please wish us luck or say a 
prayer, whatever you think the most helpful, we still may need it. !
Alison !
Alison, thank you so much for sharing your charming story.  And we all wish the three of you great 
happiness together. 
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BOOK REVIEW !
Gardening Australia - Love your garden, edited by Annette 
McFarlane !
Whether you are gardening in a conventional backyard, on a 
balcony, in a courtyard, in pots and containers, on a verge or 
nature strip, or on a large block, Love Your Garden is a 
comprehensive guide to the best gardening advice, tips, hints and 
information from ABC TV’s beloved Gardening Australia team of 
horticultural experts. !
Having a beautiful and bountiful garden — be it highly designed or 
a humble vegie patch — is all about choosing, planting and 
nurturing the right plants to suit Australia’s varied climatic and soil 
conditions. !

Celebrating 25 years of horticultural wisdom, Love Your Garden has got you and your garden 
covered, with the collective expertise of Gardening Australia’s green thumbs — Josh Byrne, Tino 
Carnevale, Jerry Coleby-Williams, Jane Edmanson, Costa Georgiadis, John Patrick, Clarence 
Slockee, Angus Stewart and Sophie Thomson. !
With multiple listings of the Gardening Australia team’s favourite gardens, plants, flowers, trees and 
! vegies, Love Your Garden is an inspiring guide for every Australian gardener. 9!
Have just reread the book Year in the valley by Jackie French and remembered how much I 
enjoyed it the first time.  The second time was just as interesting but this time I have written down 
some of the recipes and ideas.  Jackie’s descriptions of the smells, sights and sounds of our 
environment are so accurate and you live her daily life with her (and would love to spend a bit of 
time in her country). !
I wanted to share her ideas and recipe for hand cream.  Did you know that there is a proper 
procedure for applying hand cream?  You place a little in the middle of your palm, rub well, now rub 
the palm of your right hand over the back of your left, then the palm of your left over the back of 
your right - and keep going until it’s all sunk in.    Julie Adams !
JACKIE FRENCH’S HAND CREAM RECIPE 
Lavender flowers (antibacterial, soothing for eczema, antiseptic, mildly analgesic, smells good) 
Calendula flowers (antifungal including thrush, antiseptic, anti inflammatory, helps heals scratches 
and scar tissue) 
Chamomile flowers (anti inflammatory, soothe itching, good for eczema but can cause dermatitis in 
some people - test first) 
Lemon verbena or lemon balm leaves (soothing, antibacterial) 
Echinacea flowers 
Mint leaves (soothing, antibacterial, reduce swelling) 
Rose petals (smells divine, can be antibacterial, soothing and anti inflammatory depending on type 
of rose and season) 
Note: antibacterial doesn’t mean it will kill all or even many bacteria. !
Take them inside and just cover with 3 parts olive oil to 1 part flowers.  Heat slowly in a saucepan 
for 5 minutes with the lid on - otherwise you’ll lose a lot of the volatile oils.  (don’t worry - even with 
the lid on, the house will smell of lavender and roses.  Leave to cool. !
Strain.  For every 2 cups of oil, add a melted beeswax candle (those rolled-up ones from health 
food or craft shops are great).  Stir well, pour into jars. !
Note:  If you don’t have a garden or aren’t herbally inclined, empty some chamomile tea bags, rose 
hip teabags, mint … well, you get the idea.  The cream won’t be as fragrant, but as Jackie says, 
you have no excuse for not making your own! 
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!
RECIPES !

PUMPKIN, ROCKET AND POMEGRANATE SALAD !
500g butternut pumpkin, diced, skin off  
1 small red onion, sliced thinly 
1/2 cup nuts, pine preferred 
100g good quality feta cheese, crumbled 
1/4 pomegranate, seeds removed 
Dressing: 
1/3 cup olive oil 
1/4 cup lemon juice 
soy sauce 
balsamic dressing 
honey 
mustard, dijon or mixed seeds !
Toss pumpkin in olive oil, spread on oven tray and 
cook in 180oC oven for 20 minutes.  Turn up to 200oC for 10 minutes.  Leave to cool. !
Layer salad ingredients on long, shallow platter.   !
Mix dressing ingredients in jar, and drizzle over salad.   !
Serve with fish or steak. !
Great recipe, thanks, Kathy. !
!
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

I was at Tine’s place Saturday, so that she could proof read the newsletter, and her garden 
was looking absolutely fantastic.  As I drove up the road to her house, the red flowering 
gum in her front yard look spectacular.  Then Tine showed me her pink flowering gum.  

Had to take some photographs to share with you.
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OPEN GARDEN SCHEME 
 
Open gardens are opened 10am-4.30pm and entry $8 
unless stated otherwise. !
24-25 JANUARY: 
Sunnymeade, 48 Harvey St, Anglesea, sausage sizzle, 
wine tastings.  Noon-6.30pm 
Ghazeepore, 680 Ghazeepore Rd, Freshwater Creek, live 
jazz 2-5pm each day, tours of revegetation belts along the 
creek at 1pm and 4pm each day.  Parking in paddock.  
Noon-6.30pm !
SUNDAY 8 FEBRUARY: 
Rose Creek, 2 Craig St, Keilor East, wood fired pizzas, 
home-made Italian sausages, wine, olive oil and marinated 
olives for tasting and sales.  Garden talks and tours at 
regular intervals.  Live music.  Baby animals for children to 
play with. !
14-15 FEBRUARY: 
Brookdale Farm, 12 Charman Ave, Emerald 
The Old Bakehouse, 467 Macclesfield Rd, Macclesfield !
21-22 FEBRUARY: 
FRUITS OF THE EARTH : FIVE PRODUCTIVE MELBOURNE GARDENS 
253 Hoddle Street Community Garden, 253 Hoddle St, Collingwood, entry off Harmsworth St, 
BBQ 10am-2pm each day, workshops 
The Pomegranate Garden, 5 Largs Court, Greenvale 
The Kitchen Garden, 8 Gillman St, Malvern East, quality garden products for sale 
Maribyrnong Edible Garden, Hortense St, Maribyrong, sandpit and activity area for children 
Gunyah, 22 Lochinvar St, Pascoe Vale South, talks on native herbs, bush foods and perennial 
vegetables at 11am, 1pm and 3pm each day.  Regular guided tours of the garden. !
7-8 MARCH: 
Seaview, 965 Portarlington Rd, Curlewis 
Arundel, 478 Ryrie St, East Geelong, 2pm each day compost making and soil improvement 
techniques, games and face painting for children !
14-15 MARCH: 
Rockley Road Garden, 32 Rockley Rd, South Yarra 
The Patch Primary School, 53 Kallista-Emerald Rd, The Patch, parking on the road, on site and 
in paddocks, wood fired pizzas, sausage sizzle, tea, coffee cart, local produce.  Student led tours 
of the gardens and wetlands, talks, demonstrations and workshops.  Live music.  For children, 
scarecrow making, plant propagation, miniature garden making and art activities !
FRIDAY 27 MARCH: 
Bellarine Peninsula Garden Tour  
Bookings are essential for this event as places are very limited.  Tickets $190.00 includes all 
transfers from either Melbourne or Geelong, lunch, morning and afternoon tea.  You can book on 
the website http://www.opengarden.org.au/events/vic_events.html#vic-bellarine or phone 03 
5427 1488 during business hours.  Members of Friends of Open Gardens. 
A wonderful opportunity to visit four diverse gardens, each with a strong sense of place and each 
embracing and interpreting the elements differently.   Bellarine, designed by Fiona 
Brockhoff; Brambledale Farm, in part designed by John Patrick and Michael McCoy; Bourke 
Farm, an exciting garden hosting a significant sculpture collection; and Seaview, beautifully 
designed to maximise spectacular views of Corio Bay and the You Yangs. You will also be given a 

http://www.opengarden.org.au/events/vic_events.html#vic-bellarine
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guided tour of the Geelong Botanic Gardens and its new 21st century garden, and concluding with 
a visit to the Friend's Plant Nursery.  There are two collection points available:  
OPTION 1: Tour departs from Spencer St, Melbourne at 8am and returns at 6pm 
OPTION 2: Tour departs Geelong Botanic Gardens at approx 9am and returns at approx 5pm. !
28-29 MARCH: 
Wallbrink Garden, 22 Lang St, Beaumaris !
11-12 APRIL: 
Harry’s Garden, 10 Hesleden St, Essedon, live classical music at times during the weekend. 
Nonesuch, 150 Hereford Rd, Lilydale, paintings and prints for sale in chapel 
Garden of Hope, 2 Jura Court, Park Orchards, Jura Court is a continuation of Jura Ave. 
Kristie’s Bouquet, 11 Forge Rd, Mt Evelyn !
18-19 APRIL: 
The Mosiac Garden, 64 Rathmines Rd, Hawthorn, talks at 11am and 2pm each day by Sandy 
Peeters from the Mosiac Association of Australia and New Zealand.  Mosaic pots for sale. 
Giufre Garden, 150 Wattletree Rd, Hurstbridge 
La Serre, 41 Barretts Rd, Langwarrin South, parking in the soccer field opposite, wine tastings 
Telopea Gardens, 80 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd, Emerald !!!
!

WHAT’S HAPPENING !
28 FEBRUARY-1 MARCH: 
Melbourne Begonia Society Annual Show - Begonias for Sun, Shade and Indoors, Wisehart 
Senior Citizens Centre, 964 Nepean Hwy, Moorabbin, Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 10am-3pm, information, 
sales and talks, Devonshire teas, prizes and raffles, Marilyn 9758 6642 
Dahlia Society of Victoria - State Dahlia Show, Mt Waverley Community Centre, 47 Miller Cres, 
Mt Waverley, Sat 12.30pm-5pm, Sun 10am-3.30pm.  Cut flowers and plant sales, displays, 
demonstrations, give aways, information sessions and Devonshire teas.  Dwight 0419 221 200 or 
Fran 5184 1376 !
7-8 MARCH: 
Ferny Creek Horticultural Society - Plant Collectors Sale/Garden Expo, Ferny Creek 
Horticultural Hall, Hilton Rd, Sassafras, 10am-4pm, $5 entry.  Rare plant sales by specialist 
growers, garden tools, machinery, floral artists and wood turning.  9755 1882 !
7-9 MARCH: 
Victorian Begonia Society - Sale of Begonias, Ballarat Botanic Gardens, Gillies St, Wendouree, 
Ballarat, 9am-4.30pm each day, sale of all species, canes and tuberous begonias  Also see the 
Ballarat Begonia Festival at the same time.  Margaret 03 5233 4604 !
14-15 MARCH: 
Herb & Chilli Festival, Home of Renaissance Herbs, 125 Quayle Road, Wandin, 10am-5pm.  Day 
tickets $22 adult, conc. $16, weekend pass $33 adult, conc $25.  www.herbchillifestival.com.au  
Purchase tickets online or at the gate.  Children U14 free.  Chilli cook-off, chilli chicken wing eating 
race, World’s hottest chilli plants available, informative presentations, cooking demonstrations, live 
music & dance, exotic food and sauces, including chilli beer.  9735 2962 !
15 MARCH: 
Toora Heritage Pear Orchard - Pear Party, Mill St, Toora, 10am-4pm, everything about pears, 
bee keeping, pruning.  Games for the kids.  Leigh 03 5386 2103 !
17-20 MARCH: 
Urban Container Garden 

http://www.herbchillifestival.com.au
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Presented by the University of Melbourne, City of Melbourne & MIFGS 
Visit the Urban Container Garden from March 17th to 20th at City Square in Melbourne’s CBD to 
see & learn about green rooftops & living walls, ‘urban forests’, vegetable rain gardens & more. 
Come on down to see the display & chat to the experts from the University of Melbourne for helpful 
tips & advice.  If you miss this opportunity you can also visit the Urban Container Garden at MIFGS 
where it will be transported & recreated for Show visitors to explore & enjoy from March 26th to 
30th in the Carlton Gardens. !
25-29 MARCH: 
Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show, Melbourne Exhibition Building & Carlton 
Gardens, Nichols St, Carlton.  RACV early bird tickets $20, non-member $27.  Visit the RHSV 
Great Victorian Hanging Basket Competition.  
  
25-26 APRIL: 
Ferny Creek Horticultural Society - Autumn Show, Ferny Creek Horticultural Hall, Hilton Rd, 
Sassafras, 10am-4pm, $5 entry.  Fantastic flower displays, guided walks of the open garden, sales 
of rare plants and cut flowers.  Members photographic displays.  Commercial vendors, 
refreshments, light lunches, sausage sizzle, ample free parking.  9755 1882 !

THE GARDEN !
Come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses….!!
FOR THE GARDEN OF YOUR DAILY LIVING PLANT THREE ROWS OF PEAS:!
1.     Peace of mind!
2.     Peace of heart!
3.     Peace of soul!
4. !
PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH:!
1.     Squash gossip!
2.     Squash indifference!
3.     Squash grumbling!
4.     Squash selfishness!
5. !
PLANT FOR ROWS OF LETTUCE:!
1.    Lettuce be faithful!
2.     Lettuce be kind!
3.     Lettuce be patient !
4.     Lettuce really love one another!
5. !
NO GARDEN IS WITHOUT TURNIPS:!
1.    Turnip for meetings!
2. Turnip for service!
3.     Turnip to help one another!
4. !
TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN WE MUST HAVE THYME:!
1.    Thyme for each other!
2.     Thyme for family!
3.     Thyme for friends!
4. !
WATER FREELY WITH PATIENCE AND CULTIVATE WITH LOVE.!!
THERE IS MUCH FRUIT IN YOUR GARDEN BECAUSE YOUR REAP WHAT YOU SOW


