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Hi fellow gardeners, 
 
Our winter has been cold and just around the corner, we know spring is on its 
way.   Bulbs now have their flowers facing towards the sun, and new shoots are 
showing on most plants.  Magnolia trees have produced their flowers and leaves 
are appearing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is exciting that we have three of our members with Open Garden Schemes 
this year.  Jill is the first with her garden opened on 13 & 14 September.  If you 
are able to help, please contact Jill. 
 
Also, please remember to pay your annual fees by October 2014.  Tine has 
provided my easy ways to forward your funds.  They are listed on page  7. 
 
If you have missed seeing Marg Gibson, she has been very unwell.  She is now 
seeing a new specialist and feeling more confident with her future health issues.  
Marg we miss seeing your happy face and contagious laugh. 
 
See you on Saturday  6 September. 
 
   Thanks, JULIE 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

        President:  Julie Adams   0408122780   

        Minutes Secretary: Kathy Smalley   97618251 

        Treasurer:  Tine Grimston      9752 9897 

        Newsletter Editor: Julie Adams     0408122780 

        Committee : Judy Percy   9723 5069   

    Polly Ashburner   9756 7342 

    Janine McAlpine   9723 6867  

 

A suggestion from Judy 

Percy. 

 

This can be made with a $6 

shoe hanger which can be 

purchased at Kmart. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SEPTEMBER (contd) 
 
Australian Plants Society Yarra Yarra Group Expo 2014, Eltham 
Community & Reception Centre, 801 Main Rd, Eltham, Mel 21:J7, adults $5, 
conc $5, native flower show, plant, book & art sales, photography displays & 
more. 
 
27-28 SEPTEMBER: 
Australasian Native Orchid Society Spring Show, Mt Waverley Community 
Centre, 47 Miller Crescent, Mt Waverley.  9am-4pm.  Adults$5, conc $3.  
Displays, plant sales, cultivation, conservation art & photography. 
Maroondah Orchid Society 2014 Spring Show, St Timothy’s Catholic 
Community School, 21 Stevens Rd, Vermont, Mel 62:G3, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 
9am-4pm.  Adults $4, conc $3.  Free orchids for the kids.  Sale plants and 
potting mix.  Potting demonstrations, ample parking, easy access venue, 
refreshments. 
 

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT VISITING………. 
 

SEAWINDS GARDENS: 
Purves Road, Arthurs Seat, Mel 159:D12.  Available all year round.  Seawinds 
Gardens encompasses a 34 hectare area at the summit of Arthurs Seat, 305 
metres above sea level.  The gardens offer spectacular views of Port Phillip Bay 
and the Mornington and Bellarine Peninsula’s from the Bay and Northern 
Lookouts.  A network of walking tracks guide visitors through a diverse range 
of exotic and indigenous gardens.  The gardens are popular for picnics with 
tables, electric BBQs and toilets available adjacent to the car park.  Disabled 
access is available to facilities and walking tracks.   
 
Seasonal attractions:   
Seawinds Gardens have something to offer all year round.  Spring brings colour 
as the trees and shrubs of the gardens begin to flower.  Summer offers an 
environment which is cooler than the surrounding coast.  Autumn showcases 
the gardens deciduous trees.  Winter highlights the contrast between the bare 
birch and willow branches against the pine and cypress.  Daffodils also flower 
late August. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SEPTEMBER 
 
22,23 & 24 AUGUST: 
Orchid Show & Sale, Boxhall Pavilion, KCC Park (State Dog Centre),  655 
Westernport Highway, Skye.  Fri & Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm, adult 
$10/conc $8 
 
28-30 AUGUST: 
Leongatha Horticultural Society - 58th Annual Daffodil, Floral Show & 
Festival, Leongatha Memorial Hall, McCartin Street, Leongatha.  Thurs 2-5pm, 
Sat 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-4pm.  Entry $5. Also Open Gardens.  Contact Sue 5668 
6334 or email wilcur@activ8.net.au 
 
30 AUGUST: 
Forever flowers, Seville Community House, 8 Railway Rd, Seville.  Join local 
paper crafter Trudi in making a bunch of flowers from recycled paper, knitting 
needles and buttons.  Bookings essential 5964 3987, free event. 
 
6 SEPTEMBER: 
Pakenham Garden Club Garden Expo, Beaconshill College, Toomuc Valley 
Road, Pakenham, Mel317:A4.  9am-2pm, $5 entry, refreshments available.  
Roses, perennials, bulbs, camellias, plants direct from growers, gardening 
equipment & ornaments, Victorian Salvia Study Group, books plus more. 
 
13 SEPTEMBER: 
Clothes swap, Monbulk Community Centre, 21 Main Road, Monbulk, 9.30-
11.30am, From 1-12 September drop any unwanted but good quality clothes 
into the Monbulk Link and receive ‘tokens’ to exchange for other unwanted 
clothes on the actual clothes swap day.  Maximum of 5 items/person. 
Red Hill Spring Garden Festival, Red Hill Recreation Reserve, Arthurs Seat 
Road, Red Hill, Mel 190:J4.  Expert presentations, flower show including ‘Show 
of your best schools’ category, specialist garden vendors. 
 
13-14 SEPTEMBER: 
Box Hill Floral Art Exhibition, Box Hill Town Hall, 1022 Whitehorse Road, 
Box Hill Mel 47:E9.  Sat 1.30-5.30pm, Sun 11am-4pm. 
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SEPTEMBER 2014 MEETING 
 
WHEN:    Saturday 6 September 2014 at 10:30am 
WHERE:  Lurline Carroll, 5 Sophia Grove, Tecoma 
WHAT: Sophia Grove has parking restrictions.  It is best to park behind 
  the group of shops which is 100 metres past Sophia Gr.  
  (behind McDonalds).  We will be having morning tea here, so 
  bring your cups and we will supply coffee/tea/milk/cake.   
  Dress warmly as we will be outside for the entire time. 
 
WHEN: 12 noon onwards 
WHERE: Ferny Creek Spring Show, $5 entry fee 
  100 Hilton Road, Sassafras Mel 66:E12, ample parking 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fantastic flower displays, officially judged exhibits,  photographic displays, 
informative guided garden walks. 
Plant sales, including rarer plants & cut flowers & crafts, commercial vendors 
Refreshments, light luncheons, sausage sizzles. 
 
Plant collectors sale & garden expo features:- 
  Rare plant sales by specialist growers 
  Garden equipment and machinery 
  Gem stone display 
  Floral artist, wood turning 
 
You can either buy your lunch or bring you own. The show closes at 4.30pm. 

 



Page 4 Dibble & Hoe Cottage Volume 14,  Issue 7 

AUGUST MEETING 
 
Nineteen people attended the August 
meeting at Mary Jupps home in 
Warrandyte North, including a few 
husbands who were interested in seeing 
Mary's memorabilia. 
 
It was a great day and the weather was 
fine. The only evidence of the previous 
days horrible weather was the gutters 
full of hail that had not yet melted. The 
garden was gorgeous and there was no 
rain. The advice to wear solid shoes was 
very wise as the garden had a lot of 
slopes and was still quite wet. 
 
Mary's garden was stunning. So much 
to look at, and so many paths you could 

choose to follow. As promised, the 
hellebores were a wonderful sight - but 
so was everything else -  all her recycled 
treasures dotted throughout the garden, 
her Ednas (blobs of concrete used to 
make stepping stones throughout the 
garden), a huge variety of trees, 
perennials and shrubs, rustic gates made 
from iron bedheads, ponds and water 
features, fabulous structures and 
buildings. 
 
A number of us enjoyed lunch and a 
look around at Beasleys Nursery 
afterwards. 
 
   Tina 
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 OPEN GARDEN SCHEME 

 
Open Gardens are opened 10am - 4.30pm and cost $8 unless stated  
otherwise. 
 
23-24 AUGUST: 
Attila Kapitany's garden, 1 The Lough, Narre Warren  
An extraordinary range of architectural succulents and trees from Australia and 
across the world, all skilfully orchestrated by a succulents expert and author. 
Many species in flower in August. Australian bottle tree species, Ceiba insignis 
and vertical stone installations provide height and highlights in a series of 
interconnected terraced garden rooms.   Attila will be giving regular talks 
and there'll be a book stall. 
 
30-31 AUGUST: 
Union Street garden, 55 Union Street, Armadale 
The jewel in the crown of this garden is the vertical native garden designed by 
Phillip Johnson to disguise a neighbouring development.  
 
14-15 SEPTEMBER: 
Pickets, 56 Orchard Drive, Croydon.  (see notes on page 8 & 9) 
Sinclair garden, 124 McGowans Road, Donvale 
Hanson garden, 104 Webb St, Warrandyte 
 
20-21 SEPTEMBER: 
Yallaroo gardens, 7 Hillsmeade Drive, Narre Warren South 
Alcheringa, 46 Victoria Ave, Rosanna 
Illyarrie, 7 Library Road, Balnarring Beach 
 
 

REGULARLY OPEN GARDENS:- 
 
Bushy Creek Reserve & Greenlink Nursery, cnr Wimmera St & Dorking Rd, 
Box Hill North.  Public park showcasing indigenous flora of Whitehorse, 
visitors can observe water-saving strategies for the environmentally aware home 
gardener.  Reserve opened daily, nursery open Tuesday & Wednesday 9am-
noon.  Free admission 
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.OPEN GARDEN SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Saturday 6 & Sunday 7 September. 10am - 4.30pm $12   
Banongill, Banongill Rd, Skipton  (No bookings required) 
This magnificent historic garden, partly designed by William Guilfoyle, features 
a vast lawn sweeping down to Mount Emu Creek with its famous display of 
millions of daffodils naturalised along the banks. Thousands more daffodils, 
Spanish hyacinths, bluebells, iris and jonquils bloom in bluestone terraces.  
 
Other highlights are spring blossom, carpets of hellebores, beautiful mature 
trees, magnificent wisteria walk, and a rose garden framed by clipped 
hornbeams.  
 
Lunches and teas will be available, or you are welcome to bring a picnic. 
 
There will be talks on the history of the garden at 11am and 2pm each day, and 
historical tours of the shearing shed at noon and 3pm each day. 
 
Sunday 28 September. 9am-1pm or 2pm-6pm  
At Home with Phillip Johnson, Olinda 
Bookings are essential for this event as places are very limited.  
Tickets $75.00 includes bus transfers from Richmond and morning or afternoon 
tea. You can book online www.opengarden.org.au/order.php or phone 03 5427 
1488 during business hours. . 
 
Members of Friends of Open Gardens Australia are entitled to a 10% discount 
to this event.  
 
In 2013 Phillip Johnson and his team made history when their design for the 
Trailfinders Australian Garden, presented by Flemings, was awarded top 
honours of 'Best in Show' at the Chelsea Flower Show - a feat never before 
achieved by an Australian team. You have a unique opportunity to join Phillip 
on an exclusive tour of his private garden at Olinda.  
 
The billabong at the heart of this tranquil haven has been transformed into a 
stunning natural swimming pool, providing enormous environmental benefits. 
Phillip will give a talk as well as a tour of his native and indigenous wonderland, 
which features water capture and conservation at its core. 
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HOPE SPRINGS,  

EVEN IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER 
 

Our Australian winters, depending on where we live, can be short and mild or long 
and lugubrious.  There can be days of milky sunshine, surprised snowdrops and the 
last tendrils of frost slipping off naked and shivering trees.  There can be tempest-
tossed days of thunder and hail and spoilsport showers. Gutters gush and rivers rise 
and the weather plays havoc with public transport timetables.   
 

And there are days when winter seems to be so mellow that the season seems to 
have redefined itself and no longer seeps soggily into our skin the way it did in the 
thrashing, lashing, churlish and chilblained winters of the past.  We build winter 
into our daily lives, recognising that it is a season with its own special consolations. 
 

It has an interiority denied us in brighter and longer hours. Days shorten and dusk 
alights not long after school is out. It slows us down to hurry us home. This is a 
winter’s tale. But it is also a tale of resilience and regeneration, of battening down 
and buttoning up and Mother Earth resting between seasons. 
 

Albert Camus wrote: ‘‘In the depths of winter I finally learned that within me there 
lay an invincible summer. Perhaps we can usefully apply the metaphor of the 
seasons to our own lives. Some would say that winter harbours the end, that it is 
the last season of life, that there is no longer time for change or redemption. But so 
much is going on unseen, underground, away from the bright disclosures of 
summertime when the living is easy. In this fallow time a new chapter is being 
written. In the end is the beginning.’’ 
 

In Thomas Hardy’s poem, The Darkling Thrush, hope is alive in the thrush’s song. 

At once a voice arose among 

The bleak twigs overhead 

In a full-hearted evensong 

Of joy illimited; 

An aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and small, 

In blast-beruffled plume 

Had chosen thus to fling his soul 

Upon the growing gloom. 

http://www.opengarden.org.au/order.php
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TIPS TO COMBAT SLUGS & SNAILS - 

TO ARMS AT ONCE AGAINST THE SLIMY HORDES 
 

Sprinkle diatomaceous earth around plants slugs & snails love. Diatomaceous 
earth is a natural rock dust that is very scratchy to the slimy enemy. They will 
avoid crawling across it as it dries them out as well as scratches. You can ring 
plants and garden beds with it, and it even improves the soil. The beasts cannot 
become immune to its action, as it is a mechanical killer – not a chemical one. 
Sprinkle with pleasure. 
 

Avoid watering at night (unless the sky does it for you) Slugs and snails are most 
active at night and are most efficient in damp conditions. So enjoy the pleasure 
of making life more difficult for them by watering in the morning - the surface 
soil will be dry by evening.  This can reduce slug damage by 80%. 
 

Should it rain – go out and do the Gastropod gavotte immediately, and do a war 
dance all over them as they come out to graze. 
 

Protect plants that are snail magnets with a collar of lava scoria. The critters do 
not like crawling on that. Helps keep the collars of plants dry too. 
 

Slugs and snails love beer (even more than they like Hostas and Delphiniums). 
The slugs and snails only drink a little bit, so the rest can be shared with 
husband. Place beer in jar buried in garden, prop lid open over jar with small 
stick, peg etc. to protect beer from rain but allow critters in. At least you can be 
consoled by the thought that they drowned happy. 
 

They also love grapefruit – use grapefruit halves the same way as beer, with the 
added advantage of the scent of the fruit as irresistible bait for them. Place 
grapefruit halves upside down in garden with edge propped up so slugs can go 
in to feast at night. Simply collect the grapefruit halves in the morning, and 
despatch the contents – preferably into snail soup. 
 

Use snail and slug soup as a repellent spray. Collect as many as you can with the 
grapefruit halves as bait. Place captives in glass jar of water. Leave in sun to 
ferment for a few days. Spray on plants – strangely enough their colleagues find 
this very repugnant.  

 

This was taken from Country Farms Perennials May 2014 newsletter.  So 

good information. 
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Why Computers Sometimes Crash! By Dr. Seuss. 
 

If a packet hits a pocket on a socket on a port, 
and the bus is interrupted at a very last resort, 

and the access of the memory makes your floppy disk abort, 
then the socket packet pocket has an error to report.  

 
If your cursor finds a menu item followed by a dash, 

and the double-clicking icon puts your window in the trash,  
and your data is corrupted 'cause the index doesn't hash, 

then your situation's hopeless and your system's gonna crash!  
If the label on the cable on the table at your house,  

says the network is connected to the button on your mouse, 
but your packets want to tunnel to another protocol,  

that's repeatedly rejected by the printer down the hall......  
 

And your screen is all distorted by the side effects of gauss, 
so your icons in the window are as wavy as a souse; 
then you may as well reboot and go out with a bang, 

'cuz sure as I'm a poet, the sucker's gonna hang.  
When the copy on your floppy's getting sloppy in the disk,  

and the macro code instructions cause unwanted risk, 
then you'll have to flash the BIOS  

and you'll want to RAM your ROM,  
just quickly turn the darn thing off and run to tell your Mom! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks Jill 
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appeal to the yin and yang of my personality.  Where I can, I use natives 
alongside exotic plants and this seems to work pretty well. I have quite a few 
types of westringia mixed in as some of them clip really well. 
 
I enjoy working with colour. In the front garden I have used mainly pastels, 
although some more vibrant colours are creeping in. As I get older I appreciate 
the bold colours more and more. In the back garden I have used many more 
plants with flowers in orange or dark red, although in spring the colours are 
softer. Pink is banned from here apart from the odd bit of blossom.  Along the 
front drive there are two Forest Pansies (Cercis canadensis) and I have tried to 
keep the under-planting to burgundy and pink tones. 
 
All of the paving and other structures in the garden have been built by myself. 
There are also some art works around the place which I have enjoyed creating. 
 

These are the notes that Jill has written. 

 

We all wish you good luck for the weekend Jill.   
 
 

HOPE SPRINGS, EVEN IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER (cont’d) 

 
In winter we too can fling our souls upon the gloom. If we can live days full-
hearted and joyous, nothing can stop the song being sung.   I love the stoicism 
of sparrows that, despite the gloaming, still peek and putter along the branches. 
Their winter hymn is one of cheerful solidarity, waiting out the weather 
together, side by side, soul to soul, singing in the rain. 

 

They are little winter warmers, a reminder of the glorious immutability and 
certainty of Creation; flighty feathered friends who accompany me chirpily from 
one season to the next; from the wrinkled woes of winter to the small 
serendipities of spring. 

. “As long as one has a garden, one has a future. 

As long as one has a future, one is alive.” - Fran-

ces Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden 
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MEMBERSHIP FEES ($20)  
ARE DUE IN OCTOBER 

 
For the 2013/14 Membership year  the club had  
36 full members ($20) 
3 newsletter only members ($10) 
3 honorary newsletter only members (free) 
 
Attendance at meetings varied from only 7 members at the  Burnley Plant 
Fair in March 2014, to 29 members at the Christmas function at Rayners 
orchard. 
Attendance usually hovers around the mid twenties. 
 
We do not currently have anyone on our waiting list, so if you have a friend 
who would like to join, please let me know. We aim to keep our 
membership level at around 40 full members. 
 
Membership is up for renewal at the October 2014 meeting. Membership 
fees ($20) are due in October and I will collect fees at that meeting. If you 
wish to pay beforehand or at the Nov or Dec meeting, I'd prefer the 
correct money in a named envelope. This means I don't need to lug all the 
treasurer stuff to every meeting. 
 
Other payment methods are: 
 
Deposit in our Westpac Bank account (be sure to include your name as the 
reference so I know who the payment is from) 
     Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners 
     BSB 033039 account 630377 
 
You can send a cheque or money order made out to Dibble & Hoe Cottage 
Gardeners to: 
     Tine Grimston 
     4 Crimea Close 
     Rowville Vic 3178 

http://www.homelife.com.au/gardening/galleries/earimil+garden+,18193
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JILL FARROW 
 
It is very exciting that three of our members are part of the Open Garden 
Scheme this year. Jill’s garden, Picket, is opened on 14 & 15 September. 
This is how the Open Garden Scheme website describes her garden - 

Pickets -Harmonious combinations of foliage and flower are the hallmark 

of this Mediterranean-inspired garden. Spring bulbs, hellebores, 

magnolias, camellias, azaleas, daphne and clivias. Australian plantings 

include lilly-pillys, kangaroo paws, hakeas and wattles. Rich perimeter 

planting of shrubs and trees in a palette of oranges, reds, purples and 

mauves. Garden explorer sheet for children. 

 

 

PICKETS GARDEN NOTES 
 
I came to this garden 25 years ago and, apart from the mature trees the vast 
majority of the garden was lawn. Initially I wanted to create a cottage style 
garden and gradually the lawn area was reduced for more garden beds. 
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One of the issues I discovered was that, at some stage, someone had put black 
plastic covered by river pebbles over most of this quarter acre. Presumably 
someone else had come along later and covered the whole lot with topsoil. It 
has taken the whole 25 years to remove, bit by bit, all the stones and plastic. 
You will see that half of the bed in front of the bedrooms has only recently been 
planted up as I have just finished digging this over to remove the plastic.  
 
Hopefully I have come to the end of this now however you will also see that I 
have tried to use some of the pebbles creatively in the paving and around the 
garden. I have also filled the old septic tank, given lots to friends for paths and 
1/3 filled many big pots, partly to weigh them down, give good drainage and 
lose more stones. 
 
More recently my gardening has been influenced by the long years of drought 
and water restrictions, plus the fact that I am not getting any younger. I have 
leaned towards Mediterranean type plants and have reduced the lawn areas and 
simplified some of the plantings. In the front garden the lawn was removed 
completely about 5 years ago, paths installed, new beds created and, as far as 
possible, planted with drought tolerant plants. The mixed planting along the 
fence was replaced with a choisya hedge. I have found this much less work to 
maintain than the lawn had been. I now just do an occasional weed, rake leaves 
off the paths in autumn and water as needed in the summer. I have also found 
that not having a lawn means no invasion of the beds by grasses.  
 
The area to the side of the house was once home to a skateboard ramp but is 
now planted with natives. I was trying to get a similar look using natives as in 
the rest of the garden. You can decide if I have achieved this. At about this time 
I looked around and realised that there were quite a few circles of paving and  
ball shaped plants and so I decided to go with this as a theme “circles and balls”. 
I re-shaped some box cones into balls and the rest has followed on. 
 
To the left of the back garden I have used mainly shrubby plants, largely 
because, over time, I found they were the only things that would survive with 
the competition of the two big gums. The soil here is very dry and impoverished 
and I find I do like the clipped look in this bed. 
 
On the right side of the back garden is a bed that tends to be much wilder than 
elsewhere and there are a lot of plants here that seed readily or run about. I 
enjoy the spontaneity and gay abandon of this bed. Maybe these two areas 


