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Hi fellow gardeners, 
 
Have enjoyed the last few weeks of mild weather, but do not  like having to 
water the pot plants at this time of the year.  Have planted a few annuals around 
the front of the townhouse, but can do little in the garden, as I have to return 
the garden to its original order when I move. 
 
Jill Farrow has asked if anyone  has smallish pots - 6-10cm would be good, as 
she needs them to pot some plants for her open day.  It takes so much  potting 
mix to fill the bigger pots, plus takes more room to store them. 
 
A reminder to all  members.  June meeting is Saturday 14 June, not the 
first Saturday in the month.  I have included the July meeting as these two 
dates are very close.  Winter is a difficult time to view some gardens, so I am 
sure that the next two meetings will be extremely interesting. 
 
Information about our weekend away is on page  12 - Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 
November is the weekend of the Yea Open Gardens which have always been 
extremely interesting.  We are leaving the accommodation to individuals as it is 
quite difficult to organise a suitable choice for so many people.  However, 
enjoying a meal on the Saturday evening to swap stories of which gardens you 
liked best is a good compromise.   
 
Please remember that there will be no meeting on Saturday 1 November as it 
is The Melbourne Cup weekend. 
 
       JULIE 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

        President:  Julie Adams   0408122780   

        Minutes Secretary: Kathy Smalley   97618251 

        Treasurer:  Tine Grimston      9752 9897 

        Newsletter Editor: Julie Adams     0408122780 

        Committee : Judy Percy   9723 5069   

    Polly Ashburner   9756 7342 

    Janine McAlpine   9723 6867  

 Ashdene Warehouse 

rear of  217 Colchester Road Kilsyth  
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On 10 September 1993, myself and a group of friends gathered with the 
intention of forming a “cottage garden club” in the Yarra Valley and 
Mountain District of Victoria.  Scattered throughout our state are a small 
group of people whose only connection with club interests are through 
(would you believe): Sue Perkins, Medlow Bath NSW who established a 
cottage garden club in approximately May 1992.  Situated in the Blue 
Mountains, Sue has kindly supplied me with club newsletter literature to 
date now 400+ members. 
 
Noreen Warren of Wandin who spoke on native flowers and plants, was 
our guest speaker at our inaugural get together.  Enjoyed by all, we also 
welcomed Emma of Cheltenham our youngest member. 
 
The forthcoming club meeting to be held on Saturday 5 February wel-
comes all interested and to the nitty gritty of forming an executive body.  
Naturally any volunteers for these committee positions would be much 
appreciated. 
 
Well, here’s hoping for a great day and an enthusiastic turn up.  Any 
friends you know who may be interested, bring them along.  If you are 
unable to attend but would like to become involved, do not hesitate to 
phone me or drop in. 
 
Here’s flowering 
Jo Tilton 
 
PS  Dick the cat has offered his services as treasurer not to be trusted - 
thought to have a Swiss Bank Account). 

I thought that you would like to know the beginnings of  

Dibble and Hoe Cottage Gardeners Inc.   

Thank you Jo for starting this wonderful club.   

I have enjoyed every meeting I have attended, meet wonderful 

gardeners and made friendships that will last forever. 
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JUNE/JULY 2014 EVENTS 

10-25 MAY: 
Patchwork Exhibition, Warratina Lavender Farm, 105 Quayle Road, Wandin.  
5964 4650  Entry $5, $4 conc children under 12 free.  Proceeds to local CFA.  
Devonshire teas available 
 
24-25 MAY: 
Maribyrnong Orchid Society Autumn Show, Maribyrnong Community Cen-
tre,  Randall St, Maribyrnong.  9am-4pm 
 
7-8 JUNE: 
Melbourne Eastern Orchid Society - World of orchids Winter show 2014,  
Burwood Heights Uniting Church Community Hall, Cnr Burwood Hwy & 
Blackburn Rd, Sat 9am-4.30pm, Sun 12 noon-4.30pm.  Plant sales, raffle, Dev-
onshire teas, free advice.  $5, conc $3  Phone 9807 6206 
 
FRIDAY 13 JUNE: 
Meet the Gardeners - Masterclass and Lunch. Cloudehill Gardens, 89 
Olinda-Monbulk Road, Olinda.11am-2.30pm.  Join Jeremy Francis, designer and 
co-owner of Cloudehill, one of Australia’s pre-eminent gardens and Clive 
Blazey, founder of The Diggers Club for a very special event. Start the day with 
a garden tour, led by Jeremy, who will talk about the making of this magnificent 
garden and its evolution. Indulge in a delicious 2 course lunch, including a of 
glass of wine, and then hear Clive talk about Diggers and his ideas about estab-
lishing the Diggers Garden and Environment Trust. 
Make time to drop into our new Garden Shop and meet the Diggers team for 
help with your gardening questions and ideas.  Bookings essential due to limited 
seating. Cancellation fee 50%, no refunds one week before event. 
Retail $75.00, Club $65.00. 
 
5-7 JULY: 
Tea Cozy Competition, Warratina Fundraiser, 105 Quayle Road, Wandin.  
Make a tea cozy and help raise $10,000 for Australian Cancer Council.  $250 
prize for best tea cozy, judged by a panel.  Display & sale of tea cozies.   
www.warratinalavender.com.au 
 
12-13 JULY: 
Maribyrnong Orchid Society Winter Show, Maribyrnong Community  
Centre, Randall St, Maribyrnong 9am-4pm Contact 5283 1364 
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JUNE 2014 MEETING 
 
WHEN:    Saturday 14 June 2014 at 10:30 am 
 
WHERE:  Tine Grimston, Serpentine, 4 Crimea Close, Rowville 
 
WHAT:   
1. By popular demand, Jessie Buckley is returning with a  pruning demonstration 
and advice. She will also go through the care of your gardening tools. Bring 
along your own secateurs and clean and sharpen them under her watchful eye.  
 
Jessie is a qualified horticulturalist who worked for many years at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens. She has masterminded the creation of the Chesterfield Farm 
Community Garden in Scoresby. 
 
2. Plant Swap. If you  have anything to swap, bring it along. You could also use 
your newly sharpened secateurs to take cuttings from Tine's garden. 
 
3. There will be some jewellery, scarves etc. for sale if you are interested. Tine's 
sister-in-law Wendy is winding up her small business and is selling off her 
remaining stock. 
 
LUNCH: We are having a soup & rolls lunch and Glenda, Janine and Jill 
volunteered to bring a soup.   
 
If you are not bringing soup, you could bring a very small plate of something 
sweet to share afterwards. 
 
WHAT TO BRING: Your secateurs for cleaning & sharpening, Plants to 
swap, mug, chair, small plate of something to share at lunch. 
 
 I have not organised anything for the afternoon. If you need more of a plant 
fix, the Banksia Greenhouse & Outdoor Centre is not too far away at 530 
Burwood Highway Wantirna South, as well as the very quaint Presti Nursery at 
1726 Ferntree Gully Road, Ferntree Gully. 
        TINE 

http://www.warratinalavender.com.au
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JULY 2014 MEETING 
 
WHEN: Saturday 5 July 2014 at 10.30am 
 
WHERE:  Julie Adams,   
  Please ring Julie for Address and directions -         
  0408122780  
 
WHAT: Morning tea will be served when you first arrive. 
 
11am  Ray Goldsmith and Julie Bird from the Knox Photographic 
  Society will talk about taking photographs with cameras,  
  phones and iPads.  Plus a slide show presentation of  
  photographs of  flowers and gardens.  If you have any queries 
  about photography, Ray and Julie will be very happy to answer 
  them. 
 
Lunch:  Lunch will be soup and rolls. 
  If you are not bringing soup, you could bring a very small plate 
  of something sweet to share afterwards. 
 
What to bring: Mug, chair, small plate of something to share at lunch. 
 
  Ray and Julie have many photographs to share, so the  
  presentation can be as short or long as we like.  Hence, I  
  haven’t organised anything for the afternoon.  Banksia Nursery 
  (as June meeting), or Colchester Nursery, 315-317 Colchester 
  Road, Kilysth South are both interesting. 
 
       JULIE 
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And if none of these appeal Manna Fest Cafe/Gallery 34 – High St may be 
willing to stay open especially for your party of 20? if you request far enough in 
advance (NB if you have GF or vegetarian party members this would be a good 
choice)  57973222 
 
There are other boutique accommodation available.  A few suggestions are: 
Yea Peppercorn Hotel, 21 Station Street, Yea, phone 5797 2000 
Flowerdale Estate, 2285 Broadford-Flowerdale Rd, Strath Creek,  5784 5600  
Comfort Inn, Tarwool, 8150 Goulburn Valley Highway  57921444 . 
 
If you are interested in the weekend, could you please let Julie know by 5 July 
2014.  I would like to investigate and book a restaurant for the Saturday evening 
meal. 
 

JUNE IN A MELBOURNE GARDEN 
Feed your camellias, azaleas, daphnes, and rhododendrons now as they are 
hitting their peak flowering time. Use a specialised food for these plants as they 
are unique in that they prefer acid soils. If planting new plants, tease out the 
roots if the plants have a tight root ball.  
 
It is important at this time of year to check your watering systems and ensure 
you are backing off with how much you are watering. If we get lots of rain, 
make sure you empty the water sitting in saucers under pot plants. Cold and wet 
plants will be much more likely to get diseases like root rot, especially when 
there is no oxygen getting to the roots.  
 
If the pansies are still small plants, pick off any flowers until they bush up a bit. 
This might seem a sad thing to do, but you will get more flowers in the long run. 
Did you know pansies make excellent pressed flowers – perfect for home made 
cards. All you need is a phone book – now there’s something you can’t do on 
the internet !  
 
Flowers to plant this month: Aquilegia, Calendula, Cineraria, Cyclamen, 
Delphinium, Foxglove, Nemesia, Pansy, Primula, Polyanthus, Poppy, Viola.  
 
Vegetables: Asparagus, Broad beans, Beetroot, Broccoli, Cabbage, Cauliflower, 
Coriander, Garlic, Lettuce, Leek, Parsnip, Red Onions, Rhubarb, Radish, 
Shallots, Turnip.                       Taken from Gardenworld website 
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NOVEMBER GARDENING WEEKEND  
 

The members who viewed the Yea gardens at our November 2013 meeting 
enjoyed the visit so much, the committee thought that we would make this the 
destination for our 2014 weekend away. 
 
The Yea Rotary Open Garden weekend is 8 and 9 November 2014.  Everyone 
is welcome to attend, spouses, girlfriends, boyfriends, etc.  
 
As there are 12 gardens to visit, the committee feel that spending two days in 
Yea would give you the opportunity to enjoy your visit to each place.   
 
It has been decided that accommodation will be your own responsibility.  The 
suggestions below for where to stay and for a Saturday evening meal were made 
by Pauline at the Yea Tourist Information Centre. 
 
Accommodation: 
Motels are the only real options for a large group and I would suggest that you 
book fairly soon with either of them – 
 
Yea Motel has 9 units available (family, Q/S and S/B configurations), phone 
Christine on 57972660 8 Miller Street, $97 single, $120 Double, $140 Twin 
  
or  
 
The Tartan Motel has 13 units available (spa, family, D/Bs and Twin combos), 
phone Isabella on 57972202 17-19 High Street, Yea $90 Single, $110 Double, 
$150 Spa 
 
As for dinner suggestions, depending on your price range – list is in descending 
order expensive to least expensive, all of these options are within walking 
distance of either of the 2 motels –  
 The Peppercorn – Station St     57972000 
              Rendezvous – High St               57972528 
              Royal Mail Hotel – High St          57972515 
              The Country Club Hotel – High St       57972514 
 

Page 5 Dibble & Hoe Cottage Volume 14,  Issue 5 

MAY 2014 MEETING 

 
What a fantastic day we had on the 3rd!  
Even though it had been threatening to 
rain, when we arrived at Sue Steven’s 
garden at Mt Evelyn, the sun shone down 
on us.  And that was how it was for the 
next three hours.  Sue greeted us with 
homemade cakes and great enthusiasm for 
gardens and gardening.  We walked around 
her front and back yards with bated breath, 
discovering joys at every turn.  And Meg 
Bentley’s knowledge and zest for salvias 
was astounding.  In fact, we all learnt so 
much from her talk about salvias, we are 
going to ask her to talk to us next year. 
 
 

Sue invited us to walk 
around her house and 
look at her magnificent 
quilts.  I fell in love with 
so many of them, and 
Sue said that she had 
given most of her quilts 
away to her friends and 
family.  A very warm 
giving person.  And you 
are all given an open 
invitation to visit her to 
see the garden or take 
some more cuttings. 
 
A good day was had by 
all.   JULIE 
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BOOK REVIEW 
 

A manual for salvia growers by Meg 
Bentley 
 
With nearly 400 species in her collection, Meg’s 
knowledge of Salvia is extensive.  Her latest 
publication, “A Manual for Salvia Growers” 
covers Salvia botany, characteristics of leaves 
(including fragrances), maintenance, and hardy 
types, those suitable for shaded gardens, baskets, 
containers, hedges and as an accent in the garden.    
 
Covering propagation by division and seed, 
pruning, pests, and including comprehensive 
cultivation notes, the booklet is an excellent 
reference for all Salvia enthusiasts. 

 
Meg’s book can be purchased for $30: 
Enquiries to Jillian Barkell, phone 9756 6361 
Or further information at http://www.salvias.org.au/information.htm 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the 

quilts in Sue 

Steven’s house 

that I enjoyed 

looking at. 
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I still miss Sienna incredibly.  I know it sounds strange, but I thought that these 
2 cats would take over from what Sienna used to do!  however it hasn't turned 
out like that at all, which is actually a relief.  Onyx and Amber have been 
incredibly respectful of Sienna's things (they haven't touched Sienna's cat 
kennel), they haven't jumped all over the chairs, they haven't demanded cuddles.  
I can see Amber is starting to be happy, and that makes me happy again.  Onyx 
is one tough cookie, however with time and patience hopefully I can make her 
happy as well.  Things will never be the same............... and that's the way life is 
meant to be. 
 

   Thank you Alison 
 

FINALLY A GOOD GARDENING TIP 
 
A beautiful woman loved growing tomatoes, but couldn't seem to get her toma-
toes to turn red. One day, while taking a stroll, she came upon a gentleman 
neighbour.  He had the most beautiful garden full of huge red tomatoes.  
  
The woman asked the gentleman, "What do you do to get your tomatoes so 
red?"  
 
The man responded, "Well, twice a day I stand in front of my tomato garden, 
naked in my trench coat and flash them. My tomatoes turn red from blushing so 
much."  
 
The woman was so impressed; she decided to try doing the same thing to her 
tomato garden to see if it would work. So twice a day for two weeks she flashed 
her garden hoping for the best.  
 
One day the gentleman was passing by and asked the woman, "By the way, how 
did you make out? Did your tomatoes turn red?" 
 
"No," she replied, "but my cucumbers are enormous."  

http://www.salvias.org.au/information.htm
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Both cats are living in the back of my house.  I don't know where they are all the 
time, however the back of my house is the warmest place and most of the time 
Amber is on my bed, under my bed, or on the kitty cat gym.  Not sure about 
Onyx however I think she spends most time under my bed and sometimes with 
Amber on the kitty cat gym.  Both spend the night in my craft room where I 
have set up a heated bed - I know Amber uses it.  I think Onyx doesn't use it 
and sleeps nearby. 
 
In other news - Onyx jumped up on my bed this morning to tell me she was 
hungry (I think she missed out on her fair share of dinner last night.  As the cats 
won't let me look at them when they are eating, I can't tell who gets what).  She 
was very surprised when she woke me up and bolted off my bed after a few 
seconds.  They zoomed through their food this morning so they both got 
double breakfast. 
 
Both cats sit in front of my back door when the door is wide open and the 
flywire screen is shut (securely).  They send me very beseeching looks and I 
know they want to go outside - however I'm not risking it until I have bonded 
with both of them better.  I could probably risk Amber going outside now for a 
little bit, however she follows her mum and I just don't think Onyx is ready. 
 
It's perfectly obvious Onyx has been very badly treated at some stage of her life, 
probably early on.  she jumps and runs off at any loud noise, and the amount of 
times I have been hissed at and growled at demonstrate how scared and terrified 
she is.  Poor old girl.  Her date of birth is unknown, however when Lauren had 
her spayed, the vet thought she is 4 years.  Amber is about 18 months of age.  
Amber is much more friendly and brave, however she follows her mum's 
behaviour minus the hissing and growling, which from Amber's perspective is 
quite understandable. So getting to know them both has been tricky to say the 
least. 
 
So it's been fun and games to get to know them.  I have found kitty cat paw 
marks all over my bookcases, all over my bath, and all over the washing 
machine!  We have had Olympic quality running up and down and up and down 
the hall at midnight.  And we have had a cat, just after midnight, try to jump on 
top of a wardrobe.  Good effort!!! but didn't make it.  Luckily it was a wardrobe 
that I didn't care about so the scratch marks don't matter. 
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RECIPE 
 

APPLE SLICE 
 
INGREDIENTS: 
125g butter   125g castor sugar 
1 egg    ½ cup coconut 
250g SR flour   1 tspn vanilla essence 
800g can pie apples  300g sour cream 
3 tspns castor sugar, extra 1 tspn cinnamon for topping 
 
Line slice tin with baking paper.  Beat butter and sugar together until smooth.  
Add egg and beat together.  Add coconut and vanilla and mix.  Fold in sifted 
flour.  Press mixture into tin, bake in preheat 180ºC oven for 10 minutes. 
 
Drop the hot slice tin onto a board a few times until base has sunk.  Slice the 
apples and place over base.  Pour the sour cream over, then mix extra sugar and 
cinnamon together and spread over apples.  
 
Bake for a further 25 minutes.  Cut into slices when cooked and serve with 
double cream.  
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ALISON’S CATS 
 
Once upon a time, as most Dibble and Hoers would know, I had a beautiful cat 
called Sienna.  I loved her incredibly and was totally devastated by her passing 
on 20th February this year.  she had been in my life for 17 years - she knew all 
my ways and she was always with me where ever I was at home.  Her loss 
caused me the greatest grief I have known in a long long time. 
 
After her passing I thought about foster care for cats.  Originally I had hoped to 

provide a 
temporary home 
for distressed cats 
or cats that 
had/have special 
needs such as 
pregnant mums etc.  
I applied to 3 
places including the 
RSPCA, and after 
waiting for a few 
weeks with no reply 
from any 
organisation, I 
moved on to my 
next decision. 

 
So I started looking for my next cats.  I wasn't quite sure what I was looking for, 
I just knew  
a) there had to be at least 2 of them, so that they could be companions for each 
other when I wasn't home,  
b) there had to be a special reason for them not to be separated, and  
c) I didn't want kittens.  I wanted cats who were difficult to find a home for. 
 
I based my reasoning on the facts that I love cats, and  I have some animal skills 
plus vet training which meant that I could offer a home for cats that would be 
difficult to place due to their age, their behaviour etc.  Also kittens find homes 
easily.  Older cats don't, which is a total shame. 
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After applying for some cats, who weren't quite what I was looking for, I 
eventually stumbled across an advertisement on gumtree.  This young lady 
Lauren advertised 2 cats looking for a home.  To my total amazement, Lauren 
rang me back after 24 hours and we met.  I didn't think that was going to 
happen, because there were so many views of these 2 cats on gumtree...... over 
300+ views.  Lauren said I was the only applicant!!  The sort of home I could 
offer these 2 girls was exactly the sort of home Lauren was looking for them, 
and so very unexpectedly and quickly, I gained my new family. 
 
I brought the cats home with me 4 weeks and 3 days ago.  I could tell, even 
from the photos that were on gumtree, that one of them was going to be 
adorable and the other was going to be challenging...... and that has been pretty 
much how things have turned out.  they are a mum and daughter, both 
tortoiseshell.  Neither had names when I picked them up, however they do 
now!!!  The mum is Onyx, and the daughter Amber.  It's the farm tradition 
(where I live) to give the cats names according to their colour.  (the cat next 
door is mainly white with a little bit of pale coffee colour - his name is 
Cappucino.) 
 
When I first brought Onyx and Amber home, they both hid.  for a long long 
time.  I saw them seldom and when I did see them, it was just glimpses.  After a 
space of 4 weeks and 3 days, things have changed, thank heavens. 
 
Amber is a delight.  She is making progress in leaps and bounds.  She lets me pat 
her and pick her up sometimes.  We have lots of pats.  She has just started 
sleeping on my bed during the daytime - sadly she won't sleep on my bed when 
I'm in it.  Hopefully that will happen at some stage.  Also she has just started to 
come when I call her, instead of hiding or running away.  And Amber gave me a 
very special kiss on the nose!!! just yesterday. 
 
Onyx is still challenging.  She hates my guts, (very sad) however she has almost 
stopped hissing and growling at me.  She is making progress in tiny tiny steps at 
the rate of 1 millimetre a fortnight, however very slowly we are making progress.  
She finally let me pat her twice yesterday, both pats lasted only for a few 
seconds before she said she had had enough thank you, but nevertheless this is 
still progress.  So a long way to go yet for Onyx. 
 


