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Hi Everyone, 
 
I am sending these newsletter out early this month as I am going to 
Canberra for  nine days to attend The National Folk Festival.  Polly, 
Stuart and a few members of our choir will have a fantastic time. Hope 
that you all enjoy your Easter. 
 
The Bureau of Meteorology was correct - in fact, we did not achieve one 
day over 33°C, but they forgot to tell us how many days it was going to be 
warmer than usual!  I am still watering my pots and will for at least this 
week.  The real autumn of cooler days and more rain hasn’t appear as yet. 
 
Tine and I joined the crush of people at the International Flower and 
Garden Show on Sunday 30 March.  We were quite disappointed with the 
entire show, nothing new and exciting, and even the show gardens were 
very disappointing.  I haven’t spoken to Jill and Judy yet - what are your 
thoughts?  Tine felt she acquired more information at the Burnley Show. 
 
Our May meeting should be very exciting.  Sue Stevens has had years of 
experience with gardens and propagation of plants.  It will be a very 
enjoyable day.  Also, thank you Jill and Judy for opening up your gardens 
for our group to enjoy.  I was told that they looked spectacular.  And 
congratulations to Denise for winning the hanging basket that Jill and 
Judy so carefully arranged.  It looked great amongst the other 340 other 
baskets submitted to the Hanging Basket Competition this year! 
 
       JULIE 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

        President:  Julie Adams   0408122780   

        Minutes Secretary: Kathy Smalley   97618251 

        Treasurer:  Tine Grimston      9752 9897 

        Newsletter Editor: Julie Adams     0408122780 

        Committee : Judy Percy   9723 5069   

    Polly Ashburner   9756 7342 

    Janine McAlpine   9723 6867  

What do you get if  you divide the circumference  

of  a pumpkin by its diameter? 

Pumpkin pi. 
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RECIPE 
 

CUPCAKE RECIPE: (just the two ingredients needed) 

 
340g packet vanilla cake mix 
1 cup champagne or sparkling 
wine 
 
Icing/FrostingRecipe: 
3⁄4 cup (170g) room temperature 
butter 
21⁄2 tablespoons heavy cream 
1⁄2 teaspoon strawberry essence 
2 cups (240g) icing sugar 
 
Method : 
 
Preheat oven 180C.  With little 
care, fling the cake mix into a 
bowl. 
Drown it in champagne, spanking it with a wooden spoon. 
When combined, having submitted to your ways, spoon the mixture evenly 
across 12 paper-lined cupcake cups. 
 
Bake for 15 minutes.  Remove and cool. 
 
For a silken, creamy icing, use an electric mixer and beat well the butter, cream, 
strawberry essence and icing sugar. 
 
Plumes of powder will discharge but work quickly, transforming these 
ingredients into a silken mixture. 
 

ICE WITH TENDERNESS 
 
Made these for my Mum’s birthday on Sunday and everyone enjoyed them.  
    JULIE 
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APRIL/MAY EVENTS (contd.) 

 
3-4 MAY: 
Friends of Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne 2014 Plant Sale, Gate E, 
Birdwood Drive, Melbourne, 10am-4pm Sat, 10am-3pm Sun.  Huge range of 
plants, many of which are not available at retail nurseries. 
Chrysanthemum Society of Victoria Annu7al Exhibition, Burwood Heights 
Uniting Church Community Hall, cnr Burwood Hwy & Blackburn Rd, Mel 
61:K7,.  Sat 1-4pm, Sun 12-4pm.  Entry $3, plants and blooms for sale. 
 
4 MAY: 
Australian Plant Society Group Native Plant Sale & Propagation Demos, 
Eltham Local History Centre, cnr Brougham St & Main Rd, Eltham.  10am-
3pm.  Native plants for sale plus propagation sessions from seed, cutings and 
grafting from 1pm.  
 
24-25 MAY: 
Maribyrnong Orchid Society Autumn Show, Maribyrnong Community 
Centre,  Randall St, Maribyrnong.  9am-4pm 
 

GARDEN OPENED ALL YEAR ROUND 
 
Seawinds Gardens, Purves Rd, Arthurs Seat (Mel 159:D12) 
Seawinds Gardens encompasses a 34 hectares area at the Summit of Arthurs 
Seat, 305 metres above sea level.  The gardens offer spectacular views of Port 
Phillip Bay and the Mornington Peninsular from the Bay and Northern 
Lookouts.  A network of walking tracks guide visitors through a diverse range 
of exotic and indigenous gardens.  The gardens are popular for picnics with 
tables, electric BBQs and toilets available adjacent to the car park.  Disabled 
access is available to facilities and walking tracks.  Seasonal attractions: Seawinds 
Gardens have something to offer all year round.  Spring brings colour as the 
trees and shrubs of the gardens begin to flower.  Summer offers an environment 
which is cooler than the surrounding coast.  Autumn showcases the gardens 
deciduous trees.  Winter highlights the contrast between the bare birch and 
willow branches against the pine and cypress.  Daffodils also flower in late 
August. 
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MAY 2014 EVENT 
 
WHEN: Saturday 3 May 2014 at 10.30am 
 
WHERE: Sue Stevens, 11 Forge Road, Mt Evelyn   
 
We met Sue at Dalblair Bed and Breakfas in Ducks Lane, Seville.  Sue helps 
Fiona care for the gardens.  She has a wonderful but different garden to Fiona’s. 
 
After morning tea, Sue will talk to us about propagation and bushland flora.  She 
will have some friends Meggie who will talk about salvias and radio presenter on 
3CR Virginia Heywood 
 
You will have the opportunity to walk around and enjoy the garden whilst 
talking to these ladies.   
 
WHAT TO BRING: 
Your lunch, mugs and chair. 
 
I have not organised anything for the afternoon, as I feel that we will have 
plenty to do at this enjoyable venue. 
 

OPEN GARDENS IN SECOND HALF OF 2014 

This is very exciting.  Three of our members will have their gardens opened 
during the second half of 2014. 
 
Jill Farrow is 13/14 September 2014  
Judy Percy is 18/19 October 2014 
Tine Grimston is 1/2 November 2014 
 
We will talk about helping our members re getting the property ready for the 
weekend, rosters for front gate duties/afternoon tea duties, etc.  I am sure that 
you will have many people helping you on these days. 
 
Congratulations, Jill, Judy and Tine. 
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EIGHT FREE GARDENS IN MELBOURNE 
 
Melbourne is considered to be Australia's Garden City and Victoria as a Garden 
State!  There is an abundance of gardens close to the CBD, making Melbourne 
hold its title of Australia's Garden City.  These free gardens make the perfect 
lunch break, family picnic and day out. You can enjoy a romantic picnic with 
someone special, a lovely stroll, get lost in a novel with the fresh crisp outdoors 
or just sit back and relax... regardless of your intentions, these gardens are a 
must visit all year round and best of all they are ALL FREE! 
 
1. Fitzroy Gardens, 230- 288 Wellington Pde, East Melbourne 
2. Royal Botanic Gardens, Birdwood Ave, Melbourne, 7am to sunset 
3. Parliament Gardens, 489- 531 Albert St, East Melbourne 
4. Carlton Gardens, 1-111 Carlton St, Carlton 
5. Flagstaff Gardens, 309- 311 William St, West Melbourne 
6. Queen Victoria Gardens, St Kilda Rd, Melbourne 
7. Alexandria Gardens, St Kilda Rd, Melbourne 
8. Treasury Gardens, Lansdowne St, East Melbourne 
 

MORE PICNIC SPOTS IN MELBOURNE 
 
1. Royal Park (Parkville), Cnr Elliot Avenue and Poplar Rd, Parkville  : While 
Royal Park is Melbourne's largest park (covering 170 hectares), it's not 
necessarily in the top ten list of overall picnic spots. Specifically for Easter, the 
kids' eyes light up upon seeing the gigantic "Easter eggs" at the entrance. 
2. Karkarook Park, Cnr Warrigal & South Road, Heatherton : Bring your 
fishing rods to Karkarook Park - there are not many urban parks where you can 
catch and cook your dinner in the same place! An amazing oasis tucked in the 
midst of suburbia; playgrounds, bridges, a lake, park, bike path, birds, and yes, 
fishing is permitted (check signage for which piers).  
3. Myuna Farm, 182 Kidds Road, Doveton Enjoy an afternoon of recreation 
and leisure that doesn't cost much (especially easy to do in Melbourne), 
including a petting farm - animal pens, shaded and open picnic areas, pony and 
"train" rides, new playground area, and mini wooden maze. Open every day 
from 10am-4pm, family of four is $20. 
4. Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne: There's no beating the Royal Botanic 
Gardens for beauty, access, price (free), and kid-friendliness (the Ian Potter 
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APRIL/MAY EVENTS 

 
Saturday and Sundays (April & May) 

Catch a Mini Water Beast, Ponding platform at the River Walk, Cranbourne 
Botanic Gardens, Cnr Ballarto Road and Botanic Drive, Cranbourne.  11.30am-
12.30pm, free, bookings 5990 2200  
 
12 April: 
The Gippslands Rare & Unusual Plant Fair, Jindivick Public Hall, Jacksons 
Track, Jindivick.  9am-4pm.  Large variety of plant and allied crafts. 
 
Friends of George Tindale Memorial Garden Autumn Plant Sale, George 
Tindale Garden, Sherbrooke Rd, Sherbrook.  10am-4pm.  Plants for sale. 
 
12&13 April: 
‘Gardens of Glenlyon Open Weekend’, Glenlyon Shire Hall, Malmsbury-
Daylesford Rd, 10am-4pm, and local gardens.  Seven gardens to wander in from 
a small farm to a large manor.  Free lectures and small expo in the hall. 
 
Brighton floral Art Group Festival of Flower, St Leonards Uniting Church 
Hall, Cnr New St & Wolseley Gr, Brighton.  1-4pm.  Cost $5.  Exhibition of 
Floral Art.  Afternoon provided by Brighton Red Cross.  Sale of plants and 
cakes. 
 
25 April: 
A quirky harvest, Garden Shed, Northern Display Gardens, Cranbourne 
Botanic Gardens, Cnr Ballarto Road and Botanic Drive, Cranbourne.  Head 
along to the Garden Shed and let our friendly Garden Ambassadors show you 
our quirky display of bush foods. Pick up tips on how you might convert part of 
your food garden into a bush food garden.  Any time from 11am – 3pm.  Free 
event. 
 
26&27 April: 
Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Autumn Show, Ferny Creek Horticultural 
Hall, Hilton Rd, Ferny Creek, Sassafras.  Sat 12-4.30pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm, 
entry $5. Fantastic Autumn show, not to be missed. Guided walks of gardens.  
Sales of rare plants and cut flowers.  Refreshments available. 

http://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/whats-on/catch-a-mini-water-beast/1970-01-01
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APRIL/MAY OPEN GARDEN SCHEME 
 
Open Gardens are opened 10am - 4.30pm and cost $7 unless stated 
otherwise. 
 
12 & 13 APRIL: 
Barenya, 37 Fuchsia St, Blackburn 
Cummins garden, 4 Mowbray Court, Doncaster East 
Woodcote, 73 Pascoe Avenue, Kilsyth 
Tranquillity, 149 A’Beckett Rd, Narre Warren North 
Telopea gardens, 80 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd, Emerald  
 
Easter weekend: 19 & 20 April: 
Hesket Farm, 162 Hesket Boundary Rd, Hesket (Woodend).  Artwork display 
and sale 
Tugurium, 8 Centenary Rd, Macedon.  This is Stephen Ryan’s garden. 
 
Anzac Day weekend: 26 & 27 April: 
Picardy, 420 Wagners Rd, Neerim South (an absolute favourite of mine - saw it 
when our club had the weekend away in Warragul) 
Tall Timbers, 3560 Yarra Junction-Noojee Rd, Piedmont (near Noojee) 
 
26-27 April: 
SAM COX: A Personal Perspective in his own garden, 12 Lorimer Rd, Wattle 
Glen, open 10am-4.30pm, $8, no charge for children under 18.  Noted 
Landscape Designer Sam Cox designs and builds native gardens in the 
Australian natural style pioneered by Ellis Stones and Gordon Ford. 
Take this rare opportunity to enjoy a visit to Sam's stunning garden, where the 
design links the mudbrick house to the surrounding bushland.  
Sam will be giving talks at 11am & 2pm. 
 
10-11 MAY: 
Albertine, 9 Heather Rd, Gisborne 
Avalon, 76 Tweddle Rd, Gisborne South 
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Children's Foundation Garden is hidden in the centre). Take a free autumn tour 
with their guides (excludes Good Friday), and even explore a volcano. 
5. Emerald Lake Park.,  Emerald Lake Rd, Emerald.  Open 9am-5pm at this 
time of year, this park is actually one of the train stops of the Puffing Billy steam 
train.  Unique to this park are the paddleboat (floating trike) hires, tea rooms, 
and model rail museum. A plethora of picnic tables, tracks, trails, and birds. 
 

FORGOTTEN THEME PARKS OF MELBOURNE 
 
Melbourne has a rich and vibrant history for such a young city. Firstly, we've got 
parts of the CBD that are built atop old cemeteries (the Queen Victoria Market, 
for instance, is reported to still have the remains of up to 9,000 people 
underneath the car-park and sheds. Flagstaff Gardens is another Melbourne 
landmark built atop a former graveyard.)   Melbourne is where Australian Rules 
Football came to be and is home of the dim sim and the Cherry Ripe. If that is 
not enough to cement Melbourne's place as a city of awesome historical 
importance, it has also been home to a number of strange and now forgotten 
theme parks.  
 
Ashton's Lion Safari Park Bacchus Marsh.  Owned by the Ashton family, of 
Ashton's Circus fame.  It closed its doors in the late 80's.  It is believed this was 
due to legislative changes enacted in 1985 that made it harder for the park to 
turn profit.  Also surrounding the park are rumours of escape, a number of 
incidents with the people being attacked by animals and animal welfare 
concerns, all coming together to close the doors.  The park itself was a drive 
through Safari, wherein the public drove their cars through to see a number of 
African animals roaming free.   As mentioned earlier, there were a number of 
incidents involving the animals. A 12 year old boy was mauled by a lion at the 
park in 1978 and an 18 year old in 1979. Also in 1979, a tiger smashed through a 
partly opened window and pulled a women from the car, killing her.  In a rather 
sad end, a number of the animals were left to fend for themselves after its 
closure. The two hippos that reside at Adelaide Zoo (Susie and Brutus) are 
actually refugees from this ill fated theme park. A number of lions and tigers 
were not so lucky.  
 
Bullen's African Lion Safari: Western Hwy Rockbank.  Again, this park was 
owned by a circus family, but this one was owned by the Bullen's.  Much like the 
Ashton's, it was a drive through Safari. It had giraffes, lions, tigers, camels and 
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elephants as well as pony and donkey rides. The camouflage painted toilet 
blocks still stand on the Western Hwy today. Much like the park run by the 
Ashton's, there were incidents of people being attacked by the animals. A man 
was severely bitten on the shoulder after a bear attacked him through the open 
window of his car on Jan 3rd 1977.  The site is currently home to a nursery and 
restaurant.  
 
Cremorne Gardens Banks of the Yarra River - Richmond.  Opened in 1853, 
its is the earliest amusement park on the list.  The gardens were home to paddle 
steamer rides, a bowling alley, nightly fireworks displays and a small collection of 
exotic animals.   Even though, for its day, those attractions would have been 
spectacular, the gardens were oft times criticised as they became a haunt for 
prostitutes and the availability of alcohol was of concern.  In spite of this (or 
perhaps because of this) the park thrived after ownership changed hands in the 
mid 1850's.  The gardens were also the start point of the first ever balloon flight 
in Australian history in 1858. An Englishman by the name of William Dean 
floated a balloon from Cremorne Gardens to Brunswick.  The gardens were 
closed in 1863 after George Choppin, the owner, declared bankruptcy.  
 
Dinosaur World Creswick:  This is was not technically located in Melbourne, 
but Dinosaur World is certainly worth mentioning.  Opened in 1982, had 18 
giant Dinosaur models, a flying fox, playground with trampolines and onsite 
museum with fossils and activities. Although it was evidently rad, the park 
closed in 2002 due to sky-rocketing insurance costs. Now all that remains are 
couple of old sheds  
 
Dreamland - St Kilda: (located roughly where Luna Park sits today).  Opened 
on Nov 2nd 1906, it was only in operation for a very short time. The park was 
demolished in 1909, but the roller coaster remained in operation up until 1914. 
Was originally built on a drained lagoon, and occupied the area that Luna Park 
occupies today.  
 
Leisureland Fair Langwarrin:  An amusement park that opened in 
Langwarrin in 1984. Most known for its mini golf course, log ride and roller 
coaster. It had its own steam train that would transport the patrons from the car 
park to the park itself, and back again.  The park closed in 1992, was pulled 
down and had a housing estate built in its place.  
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Whistle Stop Amusement Park Skye Rd Frankston:  Small amusement park 
opened in the early 60's, with an adjacent caravan park.  The park had a chair lift 
which is now located at the Carribean Gardens. as well as a narrow gauge 
railway, paddle steamers and go karts.  The park only operated for 10 years 
before it was closed, and has since had a housing estate built over the top of it. 
There is, however, Whistle Stop Reserve, a playground and dog park on Skye 
Road that occupies a small portion of the same land as the original. It stands as a 
small reminder of times gone by.  
 
Wirth's Olympia Circus: Now the site of the Melbourne Arts Centre.  In 1907 
the Wirth's circus family rented the Olympia building (which stood where the 
Art Centre does today.) This was to run Australia's first permanent circus and by 
1911, had added an amusement centre with ice skating rink and hippodrome 
(horse racing track.). The location of this famed theme park, is the actually the 
reason behind the circus mosaic which resides on the exterior wall of the Arts 
Centre, on St Kilda Rd. It closed after being gutted by fire on the morning of 
December 27th 1953, causing over £70,000 in damage.  
 
Wobbie's World Vermont South:  Any child of the 90's will no doubt 
remember the ads for Wobbie's World (or the D Generation skits, if you're a 
little older.)  It opened in 1970 and consisted of a bunch of slow moving rides 
aimed at toddlers and primary school aged children.  Some of the attractions 
that lured young people to Wobbie's World included a stationary helicopter, a 
monorail, small log ride, mini golf course, trams, fire trucks and trampolines. 
The park closed in 1999 and is now the site for the new Forest Hill police 
station.  
 

Hope these places have brought back some fond memories. 


