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Hi Everyone,

Another month has gone by very quickly. Thank you everyone for
attending our AGM. Have put the minutes on page 12 & 13. Thank you
Kathy for the minutes. Please take time to read them. One important
fact is that if you do not pay before end of December 2013, you will not
receive anymore newsletter. I am really pleased to welcome Janine to the
committee. Looking forward to a great year in 2014.

Our Christmas event in December has been decided. We will be having a
Kris Kringle. Everyone needs to bring a present on the day, anything to
do with gardens or gardening up to the value of $10. Maybe you could
pot up a plant now so that it could be ready by the December Meeting.

Also, please note that our November meeting is not the first Saturday but
the second Saturday in the month, 9 November.

The group who went to Warragul for Gardivalia had a wonderful time.
Good weather, good friendships and we looked at very differing but
fantastic gardens. Will write an article for the next newsletter.

During the AGM, many handy hints were given by members. Try this
one: if you have a problem with rats, place mothballs around the area.
Instant results, good bye rats.

See you on Saturday 9 November.
JULIE
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS
President: Julie Adams 0408122780

Minutes Secretary: Kathy Smalley 97618251

Treasurer: Tine Grimston 9752 9897

Newsletter Editor: Julie Adams 0408122780

Committee : Judy Percy 9723 5069

Polly Ashburner 9756 7342

Janine McAlpine 9723 6867

GARDENING CLUB FEES
REMINDER:

Dibble and Hoe Cottage Gardeners Inc. fees are due NOW. The fees will not
be increased - they will still be $20 per year, OR $10 per year for newsletter
only members.

If monies are not paid by end of December 2013, you will not receive the
February newsletter. Payment options are….

 Bring to November meeting.
 Deposit in our Westpac Bank account (be sure to include your name as

the reference so I know who the payment is from)
Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners
BSB 033039 account 630377

 Send a cheque or money order made out to Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gar-
deners to:

Tine Grimston
4 Crimea Close
Rowville Vic 3178
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NOVEMBER EVENTS (contd.)

16-17 November:
Bromeliad Show, PhoenixPark Community Centre, Rob Roy Road,
Chadstone Mel 69:D2, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm. $4 adults, $3 seniors.
Colourful bromeliad display and sales, books and information available. Barry
9801 1628
African Violet & Gesneriad 2013 Annual Show & Plant Sale, Mt Waverley
Community Centre, 47 Miller Crescent, Mt Waverley, adults $5, conc. $4, Sat
1pm-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm. New varieties & colours, advice on growing,
demonstrations, supplies and refreshments.

30 November-1 December:
Peace & Roses - Rose Open Day, Tibetan Temple, 1425 Mickleham Rd,
Yuroke $5 adults, $10 family. 10am-4pm. Enjoy the 10acres of landscaped
gardens. Roses, salvias, and satin hibiscus. Colourful drought resistant plants,
horticultural talks on organic gardening, rose pruning, companion planting and
water wise gardening, Devonshire teas, homemade cakes, soup & savoury
scones. Freshly brewed chai,free garden tours. Contact 9333 1770 for more
information.
Victorian Carniverous Plant Society - Annual Show, Collectors Corner,
Garden World, 810 Springvale Rd, Braeside, Mel 88:H12, 9am-5pm. Free
entry. Contact Peter 9744 2265 or 0407 839 750.
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NOVEMBER EVENTS (contd.)

2-3 November:
St James Glen Iris Garden Club 2013 Spring Festival of Flowers & Plants,
St James Anglican Church Hall,cnr Burke Rd & High St, Glen Iris. Sat 2pm-
5pm, Sun 11am-4.30pm, free entry, cut flowers, trees, shrubs, container plants,
vegetables, herbs. Cakes & refreshments available. Contact Peter 9753 5500 or
9885 2839.

3 November:
Iris Show, Mt Waverley Community Centre, 47 Miller Crescent, Mt Waverley,
adults $6, under 13 free. 11am-4pm, iris rhizomes, afternoon teas, souvenirs,
literature and catalogues. Information 9570 1488

9 November:
Dahlia Society of Victoria - Dahllia Sale & Auction, Wadham House, 52
Wadham Pde, Mt Waverley, from 1.30pm. Afternoon tea after sale. Tubers of
dahlias of all types, colours and sizes. Experienced growers on hand to give
advice. Contact 9553 8794or 5184 1376.
Hume City Council Alister Clark Memorial Rose Garden Open Day, cnr
Green St & Bulla Rd, Bulla, Mel 177:B8, free entry 10.30am-4pm. The late Mr
Alister Clark is Australia’s most well known rose breeder. This garden is
maintained by volunteers including many from the Bulla Garden Club. These
beautiful roses, which are rarely seen in public gardens, will be in full bloom on
the day.

9-10 November:
Spring Rose Show 3013, Mt Waverley Community Centre, 47 Miller Crescent,
Mt Waverley, adults $5, conc.$4, under 12 free. Sat 1pm-4.30pm, Sun 10am-
4pm. Stalls featuring rose plants, art works, gifts, garden wear, companion
plants &the Salvia Study Group. Lunch & afternoon teas available.
Yarra Valley Orchid Society - 9th Spring Sarcochilus Orchid & Plant
Spectacular, B&T Ferns & Orchids, 30 Wiseman Rd, Silvan,Mel 123:E7.
9.30am-4pm, free entry. Many special plant vendors. Orchids, cacti &
succulents, clivias, ferns, bromeliads. Refreshments. Contact Mark or Jane on
9737 9354.

Page 3Dibble & Hoe Cottage Volume 13, Issue 7

NOVEMBER 2013 MEETING

When: Saturday 9th November at 10.30 am
Where: Meet at Marmalades - Restaurant, Cafe and Produce Store, 20 High
Street, Yea. Opposite Shire Hall.

When: 11.00 - 11.30 am
Where: The Keast Garden, 8 A'Beckett Street, Yea

When: 12.30ish
Where: The Three Sisters, 2752 Flowerdale-Broadford Rd, Strath Creek

What to bring: BYO lunch and chair, plus some money for gardens.

It would be helpful if anyone who knows that they will be at Marmalades for coffee
could ring Jill 9725 5951 about a week before the meeting so that I can get some
tables reserved. This is a pleasant cafe with a toilet to get us off to a good start.
Anyone wanting to sleep in a bit can just meet us at the first garden. It took me one
and a quarter hours to drive to Yea from Croydon.

The Keast garden is not very large, but had some interesting "objects d'art" created
from rusty tin and corrugated iron in it when I looked at it last year. It has lots of
roses, salvias, lavenders etc., and was looking really pretty at this time of year.

We will then drive to The Three Sisters garden. This is about a 15 min drive from
Yea. It is a large country garden with extensive rock walling, many water features
and is a mix of English and native plants. Hopefully the iris collection will be in
bloom. There are also rose arbours and a fernery. This garden was going to be
opened just for us, but owing to someone dropping out of the Rotary Open
Gardens they are now open this weekend so a fee will apply. Last year it was $3 per
garden (Rotary still have not updated their website for this year). We are allowed to
have our lunch here and there is a toilet also.

If you still have the energy there will be many other gardens open for Rotary, but
Janet has said that there are 2 really lovely ones in the Strath Creek area that you
may want to go to - we can get maps and addresses from The Three Sisters.

Please find the map in the centre of this newsletter. Thank you , Jill Farrow for
arranging this outing.
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SEPTEMBER MEETING

Attendance was on the low side for September’s Dibble and Hoe meeting;
however the members that attended had extraordinary treats!

We started at Kevin Heinze’s garden in Montrose, also known as the Secret
Garden because so many people, including locals, don’t know the location of
this garden! This land was very generously donated by Kevin Heinze to the
people of Victoria, and shows the garden as it was on his popular TV program
“Sow What” back in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. This garden includes the
special tree that he planted for his daughter, who died at the very young age of 8
of bone cancer. So the 1 hectare garden includes a few special features
including boardwalks and a dedicated tree and plaque for his daughter. The
overall feel of this garden is of serenity and peace provided by the well
established trees, open lawn areas and seating.

More information about Kevin and his garden can be found here http://
www.abc.net.au/gardening/stories/s1471649.htm

Lunch followed at Kathy’s and Kathy’s garden is booming!! Her hanging
baskets of zygotes in full flower caught my eye with their stunning displays of
hot pink. Everything at Kathy’s place was growing and was also beautifully
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Dame Elisabeth came to Cruden Farm as a young bride more than 80 years ago.
Her legacy remains with her garden design including the renowned herbaceous
borders, the famous avenue of lemon-scented gums, the picking garden, shrub
walks and tree-shaded lawns, all skillfully blended with the surrounding
countryside.

Frankston Sings, one of Creativity Australia's With One Voice choirs will
perform on the day. There will also be specialist talks and walks, and
refreshments will be available throughout the day or you are welcome to bring a
picnic.

NOVEMBER EVENTS

26-27 October:
Ferny Creek Horticultural Society Spring Flower Festival Show, Ferny
Creek Horticultural Society Hall & Gardens, 100 Hilton Rd, Sassafras. Sat 12
noon-4.30pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm, adults $5, under 14 free. Fantastic flower
display and exhibits. Informative guided walks of the extensive hills garden.
Sales of rare plants and cut flowers Crafts, commercial vendors, refreshments
including sausage sizzle and light lunches. Ample parking. 9755 1882
Cactus Succulent Society of Australia Spring Show, Mt Waverley
Community Centre, 47 Miller Crescent, Mt Waverley, adults $5, under 10 free.
Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-3pm, extensive displays of cacti & succulents to
photograph and enjoy. Rare interesting and unusual plants and books for sale.
0419 397 112.

26 October:
Preston Garden Club Spring Show, Preston City Hall, cnr Gower & High St,
Preston. 2pm-6.30pm. Admission free Contact Bill 9478 0269

29 October:
Bentleigh Garden Club Spring Show, St Johns Anglican Church, cnr Tucker
& Centre Rds, Bentleigh. Commencing at 7.45pm, supper provided. Contact
Shirley 9570 1488 or 0412 457 725

2-3 NOVEMBER:
2013 Pelargoonium & Geranium Show, Bellfield Community Centre, cnr
Oriel Rd and Banksia St, Ivanhoe. Mel 31:E4. Sat 12 noon-4pm, Sun 9.30am-
4pm. $5 entry which includes morning/afternoon tea.
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OPEN GARDEN SCHEME

Open Gardens are opened 10am - 4.30pm and cost $7 unless stated
otherwise.

26-27 OCTOBER:
Chelsea, 145 Thames Promenade, Chelsea Heights.
Aussie Oasis, 34 Herbert St, Parkdale.
Wallingford, 79 Whelans Rd, Healesville.
Charlie’s Cottage, 825 Healesville-Yarra Glen Rd, Yarra Glen. Chocolates for
sale.

2-3 NOVEMBER:
Plein Air, 311 Myers Rd, Merricks North $8

9-10 NOVEMBER:
Bishopscourt, 120 Clarendon St, East Melbourne $8
Shiva Meditation Centre, 27 Tower Rd, Mt Eliza. 11.30am-3pm free
introductory yoga and meditation sessions. 2.30-4pm live rock ‘n’ roll.
Devonshire teas and vegetarian lunches available.
Jardin de Fleurs, 3 Helena St, Mt Martha

16-17 NOVEMBER:
Ziebell’s Farmhouse, German Lane, Lalor
Warratina Lavender Farm, 105 Quayle Rd, Wandin. Regular demonstrations
of spinning, wool turning and lace making. Wide range of lavender products.

23-24 NOVEMBER:
Rising from the ashes - fire recovery gardens
Nash garden, 85 Hawkes Rd, Humevale
Campbell garden, 8 Kings Rd, Kinglake West
Henry garden, 1434 Whittlesea-Yea Rd, Kinglake West
The hidden garden, 215 Edenvale Cres, Kinglake West

SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER:
Cruden Farm, Entry is from Cranhaven Rd, Langwarrin. Melway 103:G5
celebrate the late Dame Elisabeth Murdoch's wonderful support of gardens and
gardening at a special opening of her beloved Cruden Farm.
10am-4.30pm. $12 adults, no charge children under 18.
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kept. Thank you Kathy
for opening your house
and garden to the club and
also for the yummy lunch.

The visit to Tenderbreak
Farm at Dixons Creek was
enjoyed by all and a real
treat for me. The
presentation was quite
informal and a number of
permaculture concepts
were explained both in
theory and practical

applications. A most amazing farm, Heather and Peter Djurovich touched on
the history of the place (sold by non-environmentally friendly people. Their
first activity was to cut down 20 Acres of bush without Council permission),
how they built their house (of mudbricks which they bought), the design of the
house running east to west to take advantage of the sun, the different size of the
windows on north and south walls and why (the north wall windows are huge
and the south wall windows are small – this helps maintain a comfortable
temperature inside the house), why they had stairs, battery storage for their solar
system, a tour of the farm including their dam, extensive vegie patch, their
orchards, a return-to-wildlife wombat release area, their new house they are
currently building, the solar panels and sewerage system, and their hothouse.

They also have a bunker
and talked about the Black
Saturday fires, which very
luckily they and their
house were spared
although the fires did
come through their
property. This remarkable
couple grind their own
oats for their porridge
every morning!! We all got
to have a taste, and the
oats tasted so different
from what we buy at the
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SEPTEMBER OUTING (contd.)

supermarket. The afternoon tea that Heather and Peter provided of cakes and
pikelets was made using produce from their farm in their old fashioned wood-
fired stove! Delicious.

95 acres is a lot to manage, even for 2 people and they have done extraordinarily
well to have done so much. Their dedication and enthusiasm is apparent
throughout their whole property as the place is very well managed and is due to
their commitment to environment, sustainability and in their words “wanting to
have a small ecological footprint.”

Heather and Peter have a blog www.tenderbreak.blogspot.com (Use the labels
section to locate particular posts)
More information about permaculture and the 12 design principles can be found
here http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permaculture ALISON

Thank you Glenda and Alison for the photographs.

OCTOBER MEETING

Our AGM was very well
attended and we were able
to have a good discussion
on membership, fees and
outings. Tine, Kathy,
Polly and Judy have
worked extremely hard to
put together an exciting
year for the members. I
would like to welcome
Janine to our committee.
As I stated in my report,
we have had some
fantastic outings in the last
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DIBBLE AND HOE WEBSITE

Have you looked at the Dibble and Hoe Website?

You can find it at http://dibbleandhoe.wordpress.com/

There is a copy of the History of the club written by Jill Farrow in 2006, there
are links to all the Newsletters from 2001 to present, and a list of member
"profiles" from past newsletter issues.

There are also lots of Photos from 2005 to 2010 - all contributed by Jan Byers.

Reading the profiles and looking through the photos and old newsletters can
bring back some great memories of past Garden Club meetings.

Committee members can also access the files they need to run the club from the
“committee” area.

If you have any ideas for other information to go on the website – send an email
to DibbleandHoecottagegardeners@gmail.com. TINE
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RECIPE

BANANA MUFFINS:

Preparation:15min. Cook:20min. Ready in:35min

1 1/2 cups plain flour
1 teaspoon bicarb soda
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
3 bananas, mashed
3/4 cup white sugar
1 egg, lightly beaten
90g butter, melted
Crumb Topping
1/3 cup packed brown sugar
2 tablespoons plain flour
1/8 teaspoon ground cinnamon
20g butter

Method:
Preheat oven to 190 degrees C. Lightly grease 10 muffin cups, or line with paper
liners.
Banana Muffins: In a large bowl, mix together flour, bicarb soda, baking
powder and salt. In another bowl, beat together bananas, sugar, egg and melted
butter. Stir the banana mixture into the flour mixture just until moistened.
Spoon batter into prepared muffin cups.
Crumb Topping: In a small bowl, mix together brown sugar, flour and
cinnamon. Cut in butter until mixture resembles coarse polenta. Sprinkle
topping over muffins.
Bake in preheated oven for 18 to 20 minutes, until a fine skewer inserted into
centre of a muffin comes out clean.

These delicious muffins were enjoyed by the Warragul weekend trippers. A big
thank you to Tine.
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12 months and we have had many members organising our days. I think this
works extremely well, as it means more ideas of interesting places to visit.

I hope everyone had an opportunity of walking around Louise’s property. I
love the back garden - so pretty. And some of us were fortunate enough to go
home with some plants that Louise was giving away.

Some of us had visited Marie’s Nursery before and found her a most fascinating
person. She truly loves plants and gardening and her knowledge is extensive.
Marie’s very
much into
looking at the
environment
to help you
with
gardening.
She suggested
that the
morning sun is
best for plants.
In the
afternoon,
plants close
down their
systems after
about 3pm.
Have a look in
your garden
and see if it is true.

Revisiting Dalblair was just as exciting as the first time. The rose garden has
now been finished and the plants are well established. Members of the group
received many plants and cuttings from Fiona. Her helper, Sue, has a wonderful
garden and we will be visiting it next year.

Another fantastic day was had by all. Thank you Louise for organising the day.
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DID YOU KNOW?

I have always known you are never too old to learn something new!!!
Here is something new to me & I am as old as dirt.
Flip the bell peppers over to check their gender.
The ones with four bumps are female
and those with three bumps are male.
The female peppers are full of seeds, but sweeter and better
for eating raw and the males are better for cooking.
I didn't know this !!!

Thanks Polly

CLOTHING WITH SUN PROTECTION

Kathy Smalley’s niece sells sun protection clothes. Her material is 100% made
in Australia. Kathy always wear one of the long sleeved shirts in the garden and
has had for the same shirt for about 10 years!

This is the website: http://www.sunprotection.com.au/

Kathy is happy to put orders in on behalf of anyone. Contact Kathy at home
on 9761 8251 or email kathleensmalley@gmail.com.
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General Business:
-Other Roles 2013/2014
Tea and Coffee: Denise Berzins
Raffles: Blanche Gibson
Hanging Basket Competition: Judy Percy and Jill Farrow
Name tags: Jill Farrow to print off and Alison Wigglesworth to make up.

-Membership fees for next year to remain the same.

-A question was raised in relation to membership numbers of the club and the
capping of the membership numbers and there was an enquiry as to current
membership numbers. Tine reported that the current membership is 42
members.
The discussion as to how the membership capping of 40 members ensured and
the general consensus was that it was in relation when visiting gardens, it was a
manageable number.
After much discussion a motion was passed reiterating that membership of the
Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners would cease if a member was not financial be
the end of December each year, and if the member did not attend the AGM and
did not send an apology. Motion passed and it was agreed that this would again
be discussed at the December meeting as many members attend this meeting.
It was agreed that membership numbers would be discussed at the December
meeting and decided at the next AGM.

General Discussion:
Tine highlighted the Dibble & Hoe website and Julie will mention in next
newsletter. Tine will write how to access the site.
http://dibbleandhoe.wordpress.com/

Sue Thorne mentions Scat to help get rid of possums.
Others mentioned mothballs for getting rid of rats.

Nov meeting: Jill Farrow is organising for 9th Nov.
Dec meeting: Rhonda Caruana is organising with Julie Adams coordinating with
Suggestions for future events:
Healesville market: Kathy Smalley to investigate
Pruning session: Tine Grimston to follow up
Red Hill market, Heronswood and Earimil Gardens suggested by Robin Amey
Jill Farrow suggested her garden March/April
Paul Lucas as a speaker again
Mary Duff’s garden at Warrandyte.
Meeting closed.
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MINUTES DIBBLE & HOE COTTAGE GARDENERS INC
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 5 OCTOBER 2013

Apologies: Jan Byers, Patricia Stanton, Muriel Strachan, Blanche Gibson, Lois
Batten, Dianne Gilholme.

Business Arising:
Confirmation of 2012 AGM minutes.
Moved Julie Groves, Seconded Tine Grimston

President’s and Secretary’s Report:
Julie Adams summarised all the activities of the previous year and thanked all
those who had made these activities successful.
Julie also thanked those that take care of refreshments, raffles and hanging
basket competition, as well as the committee members.

Treasurer’s Report.
Tine Grimston presented the Financial Statement.
Acceptance of Financial Statement.

Special resolution:
Kathy Smalley spoke to the special resolution regarding the adoption of the
“Special Rules” for The Dibble & Hoe Cottage Gardeners Inc to enable the
Club to conform to the new Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012.
Kathy pointed out that there were alterations to the purposes of The Dibble &
Hoe Cottage Gardeners Inc.
Tine Grimston moved with Jill Farrow seconding.
Motion passed.

Julie Adams declared Committee Positions open and as there were no
nominations and the current committee was willing to stand, the committee for
2013/2014 stands:
President: Julie Adams
Secretary: Kathy Smalley
Treasurer: Tine Grimston
Committee Members: Polly Ashburner, Judy Percy and new committee member
Janine McAlpine.
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ANGLED ONION WEED

Denise and I were talking in the car about Angled Onion Weed, and I found out
just recently that this is edible!!! So I thought I would write a little article about
it for the newsletter.

Did you know that Angled Onion weed is edible? All parts of this are edible
including the bulb, leaves and flowers. The flavour is more delicate than onion.
Angled Onion Weed can be used in any way that onion, spring onion or leek is
used in a dish. And this is reflected in this plant’s name, as it is also known as
three-cornered leek, onion weed, wild onion and three-cornered garlic.

Angled onion weed is perfectly safe to eat raw or cooked. It can be used in sal-
ads, especially the flowers as they are quite decorative. It can be used in stir
fries, or to replace onions in sauces or stews. It can be used in pesto or added to
home-made bread to provide a subtle oniony flavour. This flavour is also great
with potato and can be enjoyed with mashed potato or cold potato salad.

The above information came from “Edible Weeds and Garden Plants of Mel-
bourne” by Doris Pozzi. This book was available from the Heather and Peter’s
permaculture farm Tenderbreak that Dibble and Hoe went to recently.

Alison
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SURPRISE

Hi All,

I just wanted to briefly tell you
what happened on Saturday night
after the AGM meeting. I had
been asked to attend Jan Byers
60th birthday as someone had
dropped out and she said she
would like me there. She had been
hoping to have her birthday in
Rome, but, because of exams, it
was to be held at The Knox Italian
Club. I duly arrived at 6.30 and
there was a large, nicely decorated
room full of family, friends and
colleagues etc. There was a couple
singing in both Italian and English
and there were photos of Jan
through her life being projected
onto a wall.

After a couple of courses of food and some dancing, a table was brought out
with the birthday cake displayed. Jan's daughter Katy had decorated this
beautifully with pink icing and roses. Katy then gave a speech about her Mum,
then said that Jan's partner Graham wanted to say a few words. Graham
promptly got down on one knee and said "Jan will you marry me". I didn't hear
the answer above the buzz in the room, but then then asked was there a
celebrant in the house. The lady next to me said she was, and they proceeded to
get married in front of everyone. Apparently no-one knew. Not even Katy or
Jan's 3 sisters.

I think Jan and Graham have been together for some years, but not sure how
long. I did take some photos but my new phone won't talk to my older
computer so, sorry, no photos. Wasn't it a lovely surprise?

Jill
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BOOK REVIEWS

Clay Gully : stories from an Apple
Orchard by Sally Van Gent.
Sally remembers the sweet fruit she ate as a child she
decides to establish a heritage apple orchard. She
sets to work - and soon enough, rains falter, bugs,
birds and feral animals attack the trees, and a snake
takes refuge in the leg of her jeans. As the drought
takes its toll and animals in the surrounding bush
begin to suffer, Sally fights to keep her orchard alive.
Sally van Gent lives in a forest near Bendigo with
her husband and their many demanding dogs, fish,
tame magpies and visiting kangaroos.
I really enjoyed this book.

Garden : everything you need to
know to keep your garden thriving
and beautiful throughout the year
by Jennifer Stackhouse
This book is part description of what makes up
a garden and part the ‘how to’ of achieving it.
Garden aims to have all the information and
inspiration a beginner needs in one volume. It
covers the basics from how to weed and water,
to how to tease a stubborn plant out of its pot.
Then it progresses to trickier projects. There
are handy hints and tips that few other
gardening books tackle, like how to fix a leaky
hose or the etiquette of trimming your hedge.

Jennifer Stackhouse is editor of Australian Horticulture and Burke’s Backyard
magazine, and until 2012 editor of ABC Gardening magazine. She regularly
writes garden articles for newspapers and magazines around Australia.

JULIE


