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I guess be-
ing the 
daughter of 
two keen 
gardeners I 
didn’t really 
h a v e  a 
hope. My 
earliest gar-
d e n i n g 
m e m o r i e s 
are of help-
ing dad in the veggie patch 
in our house in Box Hill  
South : I must have been 

about ten years old. We 
built a new house in Nun-

(Continued on page 11) 

PROFILE 

POLLY ASHBURNER 

This species is widespread 

in Australia, scattered over 

all habitats, except the de-

sert areas.  It is not found in 

Tasmania.  It is grey-brown 

and has a soft pink breast 

and blue-grey head.  There 

is a black barring on the 

wings and a perky black 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Schedule of Events 

27 May - Nimble 

Thimbles 

5 June - June 

meeting 

14 June - Queen’s 

Birthday Holiday 

24 June - Nimble 

Thimbles 

29 July - Nimble 

Thimbles 
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July 2004 

 
 

REPORT ON MAY ’S OUTING 

Page 19 Dibble & Hoe Cottage Volume 2,Issue 5.  

The May meeting was held at Pat Stantons's house where we were treated to  a 
showing of beautiful craft work done by club members. Quilts, patchwork, 
beading, mosaic, embroidery, baskets made from card...... there are a lot of very 
talented (and patient) people in our club. During the meeting, Jo Tilton, the 
founding member of the club dropped in and did some reminiscing with the 
longer standing members. We had a wonderful shared lunch and a look around 
the lovely garden, then the mad scramble for plants in the plant swap - everyone 
went home happy - facing a days work to plant out their new treasures. 
 
by 
Tine  
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL NOTE : 
Thank you from Pat 
 
I would like to thank you all for the help you gave me on our plant swap day, 
especially Blanche who made the delicious zucchini soup and Tine and friends 
who washed and cleared up so well.  Hope everyone’s swaps will grow well.  
Thank you John for also putting up with us lovely ladies! ED. 



 

deep lilac flowers open all at once and are followed by velvety seedpods. This 
variety usually produces another small batch of flowers in late summer. W. 
venusta (Silky Wisteria) is a vigorous growing plant that can reach a height of up 
to 30 feet. The leaves consist of 9 to 13, oval, velvety leaflets. In late spring and 
early summer, 4- to 6-inch long racemes of large, white flowers are produced. 
They are also followed by velvety seedpods. (*It should be noted that Wisterias 
are poisonous if eaten*) 
 
POTTING: Grow Wisterias in good, fertile, loamy soil that has excellent drain-
age. Choose a location that receives full sun. Large, quick-growing varieties may 
need a yearly hard pruning in late winter to keep them within bounds. This can 
be followed in late summer by a second trimming, which consists of shortening 
the leafy shoots to five or six buds. However, when you first plant your Wis-
terias, focus on forming a strong framework of primary branches. 
 
PROPAGATION: Dormant shoots can be grafted onto pieces of roots in a 
warm greenhouse in the spring. The lower branches may be layered in the 
spring. Root cuttings may be taken and seeds may be sown.  
 
VARIETIES: W. floribunda & var. Alba, Lawrence, macrobotrys, Rosea; W. 
sinensis & var. Alba, Black Dragon, Caroline, Jako, Plena; W. venusta. 
 
This was taken from the website Floridata Marketplace and you can find this 
and more information at www.floridata.com 

(Continued from page 17) 

 

WISTERIA (cont.) 
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TIP FOR THIS MONTH FROM JANE EDMANSON 
 
From time to time, all of us make the mistake of placing a plant in the wrong 
position, or have second thoughts about where we’ve put it.  Don’t panic.  
Most small plants are easily moved, especially at this time of year when many of 
them are dormant.   

FROM GARDENING AUSTRALIA JUNE 2004 
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5/6/04  Tine Grimston (Rowville)  craft - bird houses 
 
7/8/04  Robyn Rooke (Lilydale) craft - bird houses/mosaics 
 
4/9/04  Cheryl Janetzki (Croydon)  - soup & plant swap 
 
2/10/04 To be announced 
 

All the meetings and places are subject to change 

 
 

 
 President:  Robyn Arney  9728 3113 
 Secretary:  Jill Farrow  9725 5951 
 Treasurer:  Tine Grimston  9752 9897 
 Library:   Margaret Gibson  9737 1468 
 Newsletter Editor: Julie Kavanagh  9752 9023 
 Committee Members: Robyn Rooke  9735 1886 
    Judy Percy  9723 5069 
    Blanche Gibson  9850 5057 
 

NEW ADDRESS FOR JUDY REID 
 
Judy is moving in the next month and will be extremely busy in the next few 
months and be unable to attend our outings but she would like all the garden 
club members to have her new address : 
RMB 6600, Nilma Shady Creek Road, NILMA NORTH   VIC   3821 
The club we organise an outing to her new abode when Judy feels that she is 
ready.  THANK YOU. 

DATES AND PLACES FOR MEETINGS IN 2004 

CLUB CONTACT MEMBERS 
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JUNE OUTING 
DATE : Saturday, 5th June  TIME : 10.30am 

 

VENUE : Tine Grimston’s, 4 Crimea Close, Rowville MEL 73:H10  
 
We are making a birdhouse at this meeting.  Hopefully similar to the one 
shown at our May meeting which was made by Judy Russell.  Members of 
the club will provide the fence palings and corrugated material for the roof 
to those members who book prior to the meeting.  Please phone Jill when 
you receive this newsletter if you haven’t already booked at the last meeting.  
If someone wants to come and bring their own materials, they are welcome 
to do that. 
 
You will all need to bring as many of the following as you have available.  
Hammer, nails and/or screws, hand saw, glue (I.e. liquid nails is good for 
outside), tin snips, battery powered drill, a small piece of dowel or twig for 
the perch plus any other odd bits of timber or other things that you might 
want to decorate your birdhouse with to individualise it. 
 
Also BYO chair for lunchtime.  Wear warm clothes as we will be in the ga-
rage banging and hammering! 
 
Lunch will be provided by the committee consisting of soup and rolls.  
Members to bring a small plate of sweets to share for dessert.   
See you there.  JILL 

NIMBLE THIMBLES 

 
Where :  Jill Farrow, 56 Orchard Drive, Croydon 
  Phone 9725 5951 

When :  Thursday 24th June & 29th July 

BYO : Sewing/embroidery and/or voice for talking 
 
REMINDER :  also 27th May 

Page 17 Dibble & Hoe Cottage Volume 2,Issue 5.  

WISTERIA SINENSIS  
Family: Leguminosae/Fabaceae (bean family) 

Common Names: Chinese wisteria  
 

 

DESCRIPTION:  
This group consists of about ten hardy, deciduous, woody vines that are na-
tive to North America and eastern Asia. Wisterias belong to the Pea family, 
Leguminosae, and are most valued for their pendulous racemes of beautiful 
blue, purple, rose, mauve or white flowers in late spring and early summer, 
which are followed by long, flat 
seedpods. They usually bloom 
again later in the year. Their 
compound pinnate leaves are 
also very pretty. These plants are 
great for growing on walls, per-
golas, and trellises. They can 
even be trained into bushes and 
small standards. There are pri-
marily two types of Wisterias - 
those that twine from left to 
right and those that twine from 
right to left. W. floribunda 
(Japanese Wisteria) can climb up 
to 30 feet high and has leaves 
consisting of 13 to 19 leaflets. The fragrant flowers appear as the leaves un-
furl and are produced in racemes up to 18 inches long. The bluish-purple or 
violet blue flowers open from the base of the raceme upward. The stems of 
this variety twine in a clockwise direction. W. floribunda form macrobotrys 
Multijuga has 1-to 3-foot long racemes of aromatic, lilac flowers shaded with 
bluish-purple. It is wise to grow this form on a pergola or arch to allow 
room for the long flower clusters. W. sinensis (Chinese Wisteria) can grow 
from 60 to 100 feet high with suitable support. The leaves consist of 9 to 13 
elliptic to elliptic-oblong leaflets. In late spring, before the foliage appears, 8- 
to 12-inch long racemes are produced. The pretty, 1-inch long, mauve or 

(Continued on page 18) 



of a very large weeping 
cherry and negotiate 
my way around the 
power cable (I’ve 
nearly cut through it a 
couple of times) which 
connects to my house 
amid trailing branches. 

 

Following pruning all 
is quiet and peaceful 
for about three weeks 
until the security light 
starts to go on and off 
at night (think spooky 
music here!).  What’s 
up?  Pale green tendrils 
about one metre long 
are weaving down 
from the roof!  How 
does it do it - I don’t 
know.  Oh well, out 
with the ladder and 
lopper again! 

 

After a couple of sum-
mer prunes and a fur-
ther tidy up in winter 
you may think that all 
is under control.  The 
wisteria comes into 

(Continued from page 15) 
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flower and looks and 
smells divine, the bees 
think so too and so, for 
the next few weeks any-
one coming to the 
front door has to run 
the gauntlet of thou-
sands of buzzing, per-
fume drunk, bees. 

 

Bees gone, wisteria 
pruned and you think 
you can relax when 
crack, a pistol shot 
rings out.  Am I under 
siege?  No, it’s just a 
hot day and the seed 
pods are twisting, snap-
ping and shotting seeds 
out to create - oh no - 
not more wisteria’s!!!  
Salesmen either don’t 
stay long or end their 
careers throttled by the 
neck, dangling under 
the eaves. 

 

For a surprise attack, 
new shoots come from 
the base and sneak sev-
eral metres along the 
wall and under the 

decking where they 
pop up and wave at me 
or worse still, try to 
take root.  I wouldn’t 
be at all surprised if, 
one day, they were to 
go right under the 
house and reappear at 
the back, then I would 
really be completely 
surrounded. 

 

If you should pass by 
one day and see a white 
flag waving from 
amidst a large green 
mound, please call out 
the emergency services, 
it may just be a gar-
dener who lost the bat-
tle for control. 

 

Apologies to anyone 
who has read this 
before - it was in a 
newsletter a few years 
ago. 

 

JILL FARROW 

 

THE DANGERS OF GROWING A WISTERIA (contd.) 

and pursue her interests.   
Her riches lie in her 
talent as an artist.    She 
is kind and caring but 
can be as brutal as a 
lioness protecting her 
cubs if needs be.   She is 
of indiscriminate age, 
possibly early to mid 
30’s and has not yet 
married.   The local po-
lice officer Clive Max-
well has his cap set on 
getting her to the altar, 
but will he succeed? 
She rides a tricycle 
(because her balance is 
not good) bike around 
the township she lives 
in - Croydon maybe, 
and knows most of the 
folk that live there.    
The area consists of 
small farm holdings, 
orchards and large town 
allotments.   She lives in 
a small house on a large 
block and has a menag-
erie of animals and 
chooks of course, who 
wouldn’t have in the 
40’s. 
Her father is deceased 
and her mother lives in 

country New South 
Wales with her step-
father.   She has a sister 
and brother who 
live…… well I haven’t 
decided where they live 
yet, but their names are 
Jessica and Merrick.    
Maybe Merrick could 
be older around 38 and 
Jessica could be her 
twin.    
There are many and 
varied characters that 
run through her life, 
but I haven’t decided 
who and when or over 
what period of time my 
story would pass.   It 
would be a tale of mys-
tery and intrigue.    
What is really going on 
in the big house in the 
bush? 
So as you can see I 
have a lot of work to 
do and a lot more 
words to write.      Aaah 
well, we can but 
dream…. 
 
CHERYL 
Thank you for this 
short story—Ed. 

Now that the days are 
shorter and I can’t spend 
as much time outside my 
thoughts have turned to 
reading more, (or reading 
on my verandah if it ever 
happens) which if I get 
large enough print my 
eyes can still cope with for 
short bursts. 
Then my thoughts be-
came whimsical with the 
idea that one day I would 
write a short story, or in-
deed a novel.    But alas, 
my imagination is some-
what wanting as are my 
grammar and composition 
skills.    
I have my main character 
named; possibly the pe-
riod in which my story 
would be set and the pur-
suits she would undertake.  
All I then need are the 
words to go around this. 
My character’s name is 
Clover Carmody.     She 
lives in the outskirts of 
Melbourne possibly in the 
1940’s and she is a 
woman of independent 
means, though not 
wealthy, enough to get by 
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A LITTLE BIT OF FUN 



RECIPE 
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Apricot Nut Slice    
 

(from Beautiful Biscuits  -  Women’s Weekly) 
 
 Base 
 ¾ cup plain flour 
 ¼ cup SR flour 
 1 tablespoon sugar 
 90 g ( 3 oz ) butter 
 1 egg yolk 
 

Sift flours and sugar into basin, rub in butter, mix to stiff dough with egg 
yolk. ( Can also be made in food processor ) 
Press dough evenly over base of 28 cm X 18 cm  ( 11” X 7” ) lamington tin, 
bake in mod oven 10 mins. Remove from oven, spread evenly with jam, then 
topping, brush top lightly with water. Bake in mod oven further 20 mins. 
Allow to cool in tin before cutting into squares 
 
 
Topping 
 
1/3 cup apricot jam 
1 egg white 
1/3 cup sugar 
2 teaspoons cocoa 
1/3 cup coconut 
185 g ( 6oz ) roasted, unsalted peanuts 
 
 
Place egg white in bowl, mix lightly with fork, mix in sugar, sifted cocoa, co-
conut and peanuts; mix well 
 

This is the ‘famous slice’ served at Margaret Gibson’s open house in  February. 

 

Wisteria can look very 
romant ic  draped 
across a verandah or 
dangling through an 
arch, or better still a 
series of arches, but 
don’t be tempted into 
planting one unless:- 

1. You can let it 
run amuck into 
a tree or take 
over a building; 
or 

2. You are pre-
pared for the 
time and risk of 
physical injury 
involved in con-
trolling it. 

 

There were two wis-
terias on my house 
when I came here - 
one mauve and one 
palest pink and per-
fumed.  The mauve 
one runs along the 
eaves by a bedroom 
and carport, the pink 
goes mainly over an 
open pergola by the 
front door.  They both 
grow in dry soil under 
the eaves and are 

never watered or fed, 
however, their growth 
following flowering is 
truly amazing, they are 
like Triffids. 

 

Long tendrils seem to 
grow about one metre 
overnight and grab at 
you as you come and go 

beneath.  Within two or 
three weeks the house is 
becoming engulfed and 
probing green shoots are 
running along the gutters 
and under the roofing.  
This is the point where 
courageous Jill goes into 
battle armed with exten-
sion ladder, secateurs 

and long handled lop-
pers.  After carefully 
positioning the ladder 
on my sloping deck, I 
next have to climb up 
through the murky 
green depths of foli-
age until my top half 
appears above the 
pergola.  From here I 
can do battle, cutting 

back each waving ten-
dril to two buds from 
the main stem.   

 

For the second wis-
teria, I also have to 
weave my way up 
through the branches 

(Continued on page 16) 

THE DANGERS OF GROWING A WISTERIA 
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runs on the first Sunday of each month (11.30am) in conjunction with a light 
lunch, no bookings required for this unless you are bringing a group. The 
train seats 48 passengers But group tours can be any day/time you wish but 
must be prebooked. To book a tour of for further information please phone 
(03) 5022 0906 or 0407 541 935. The email address is wilma-
bow@iinet.net.au which can also be used for bookings. As of July 1st. the 
cost for tours will be $4.50 plus GST per person. Until then the cost is $3.50 
plus GST pp.  
 
MOORE’S FLOWERS - Kevin, Chris & Trish, 52/54 Wellington Road, 

Wandin  3139.  Phone 03 5964 4494, Mobile 0421 301 038 or 0416 239 202.  
A few of our garden club members visited Moore’s Flowers after the May 
meeting and came across a gem of a place.  This family have given up fresh 
flowers and now are going into plant sales.  Most of us came out with many 
specials and the knowledge these people were able to give us was great.  
Many pot plants are in the $3 - $5 range. 
 

TREASURES OF THE HEART - Jenny Stone, 2/2` Howard Street, 
Seville, 3139, phone 0412 201 807 or email jennylstone@yahoo.com.au for a 
full quilting service, continuous line or stipple.  Patchwork classes available.  
Orders welcome for patchwork, appliqué and all your craft needs. 
 

CROSS STITCH, TAPESTRIES AND BOOKS - Margaret 
McLean, 29/520 Maroondah Highway, Lilydale   This lady had a craft shop 
near Mornington and has now retired.  In her garage is all the gear she was 
unable to sell before moving homes, so would love to sell as much as possi-
ble as soon as possible.  I have been unable to go to her place to have a good 
look but saw her at a church fete.  She was unable to remember her phone 
number so will try to include it in the next newsletter.  If anyone is inter-
ested, please contact me - Julie Kavanagh 
 
 

 

(Continued from page 13) 

 

OTHER HAPPENINGS 
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CRESTED PIGEON (cont.) 

ductions here such as 

cane toads, rabbits, foxes, 

etc. 

 

Crested Pigeons feed on 

the ground, principally on 

a variety of native plants 

with seeds, such as aca-

cias, burrs and also on 

maize and wheat.  Occa-

sionally they eat caterpil-

lars.  Flight is at first 

rapid wing-flaps, then 

interspersed with short 

glides. 

 

Breeding occurs in most 

seasons when rain has 

crest.  Wings have a pur-

ple-green sheen called a 

speculum.  Eye-ring and 

legs are red and length 

varies from 30  35 

cms.Voice is a low “coo” 

plus a resounding 

“ w h o o p -

whoop”.  

Habitat is 

farms, rail 

yards, towns 

in crop-

growing areas 

and wooded 

g r a s s l a n d s 

near water.  

Perhaps they 

may compete 

with the Spotted Turtle-

Dove which was intro-

duced here from Asia in 

the 1840s and later re-

leased from captive 

populations in cages.  

Please do not put out 

seeds or bread for them, 

as it will encourage them 

to breed more often.  We 

already have so many 

unwanted overseas intro-

(Continued from page 1) fallen.  They lay two 

white eggs in a nest of 

twigs in a low shrubby 

bush, usually at no 

great height above the 

ground.  Incubation 

takes about nineteen 

days.  Courting males 

have a 

b o w i n g 

display as 

they fan 

their tails 

and spread 

t h e i r 

w i n g s , 

s h o w i n g 

that lovely 

i r i d e s -

cence. 

 

If the drought contin-

ues, do leave a bowl 

of water out for the 

birds, above ground if 

cats are a problem in 

your area 

. 

By 

E L L E N 
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A GNOME CALLED FRED 
 

Somewhere in my garden shed 

You’ll find a little gnome called Fred. 

He used to stand out on the lawn 

That was before the dog was born. 

 

His hat was green his coat was red 

He stood out by the flower bed. 

He used to hold a fishing pole 

But now it’s gone, there’s just a hole 

Through his right hand where it used to sit, 

I’ve looked and looked, but can’t find it. 

 

His coat has faded in the sun 

His eyes don’t show that sense of fun 

And his smile is all but worn away 

By sprinklers that run every day. 

 

I couldn’t stand to see him there 

Unhappy in such disrepair, 

So I put him in a warm dry place 

Intending to repaint that face, 

Renew his coat and replace his hat, 

But I closed the door and that was that. 

THIS MONTH’S POEM 
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WHAT’S ON IN JUNE/JULY 
 
SPARKLING WINE WEEKEND - 29 - 30 May,  in the Victorian 

Milawa Gourmet  area.  Phone 03 5721 0200 
 
NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (Victoria) -  
Sunday 20th June 1.45 - 4pm  Lanes and byways of Emerald Hill (1855 to 
the present) Ph: business hours only 9699 1952 or 9859 6359.  You meet at 
399 Coventry Street, South Melbourne MEL 2J:K2.  This tour is about the 
portable iron houses in South Melbourne. 
 

PRODUCE FOOD - Sat 12 June - Sun 8 August.  An exhibition based 
on a 1953 stamp series that urged Australians to “Produce Food”.  Post Mas-
ter Gallery, 321 Exhibition St, Melbourne.  Sat - Mon 12 - 5pm, Tues - Fri 
10am - 5pm.  Entry free.  Phone 9204 5021 
 
 
 
 
 

OTHER HAPPENINGS 
 
WAVERLEY PATCHWORKERS INC. VICTORIA - “Not just 

for Beds”.  An exhibition of patchwork & quilting, Mount Waverley Com-
munity Centre, Miller Crescent, Mount Waverley, Opposite Mount Waver-
ley Station MEL REF 70:E1 Sat 19th & Sun 20th June 2004 
9am - 5pm Entry $7 & no concessions.  Large selection of hand made gifts, 
quilt shops, patchwork and quilting demonstrations. 
 

THE AUSTRALIA INLAND BOTANIC GARDENS - River 

Road, Buronga, NSW.  Phone 03 5023 3612  Gardens include a range of 
Australian natives as well as exotic plantings grouped in coutnry of origin.  
Also featured is an area of salt tolerant native plants and a rose garden dis-
playing in excess of 1600 plants.  First plantings were in 1991.  A train tour 

(Continued on page 14) 



started wishing loudly 
that I had somewhere to 
plant climbing roses 
Stuart and Thomas built 
me an unusual pergola 
to grow them on.  Tho-
mas was also quite keen 
to build a pond, but 

(Continued from page 11) then he found a steady 
girlfriend, and then went 
overseas, so the pond is 
still a plan only.  
 
Sometimes I get discour-
aged, and think that a 
third of an acre is too 
much to look after, but 

then when I get out 
there I enjoy it so much, 
and take heart from the 
fact that one day I will 
be retired, and will have 
more time to continue 
my “work in progress”. 
 

POLLY ASHBURNER (cont.) 
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KNITTING  IS BACK AND HERE’S 
AN EASY ITEM TO MAKE TO HELP 
OTHERS - YOU DON’T EVEN HAVE 
TO SEW IT UP! 
 
There is a new networking group called ‘Making 
Things’ which has made a commitment to “the 
world’s longest hand-knitted scarf”.  This initiative 
of women in the Wangaratta area aims to knit a 
scarf 34km long  -  66 stitches wide all in garter 
stitch using 8 ply knitting yarn in any colour on size 
4mm needles - in 1 metre lengths, which will be 
sewn into 30 metre lengths and stored at the Wan-
garatta Woollen Mills. 
 
After the scarf gets into the Guinness Book of  
World Records, it will be dismantled and made into 
blankets for the needy.  The current record is 32.3km (20 miles).  If you can 
help, please contact Kaye Jenvey 9722 9510  
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The years went by and the kids have grown, 

The garden has been left alone, 

The dandelions went to seed, 

The flowers all replaced by weed. 

 

Your can hardly see the flower bed 

Or the moss-clad stone where once stood Fred 

Perhaps when summer comes again 

And we see the end of the winter rain 

I’ll bring him out into the sun 

And finish what I’d once begun. 

 

Together we will then restore 

The beauty of those plants once more, 

And fresh and bright old Fred will stand 

Back in his place, with pole in hand, 

With his bright red coat and pointy hat, 

He’ll protect the goldfish from the cat. 

 

By Peter Randel 



Page 10 Dibble & Hoe Cottage Volume 2,Issue 5.  

WHO IS THIS 
LITTLE GIRL? 

 
Apologies to Margaret Gibson; she was 
the really very big wag in our April edition. 
I gave the incorrect information that the 
young child was Robyn Rooke.   Robyn 
was featured in our March edition.   
My apologies.   The Editor  
 

                    
Our Little Miss May was our Treasurer, Tine 
Grimston.  I know that Margaret Gibson has now 
guessed every “Little Girl” correct.  Is there any-
one else out there equal to her record?  Unfortu-
nately,  I feel that Margaret may once again guess 
this month’s young lady, so please do not hesitate 
to help me stunt her guesses. 
 
Who is this month’s young lady?  The clue is that 
she is still smiling. 
 
The answer will be in the nest newsletter. 

RAFFLE RESULTS 
HANGING BASKET  

 

The hanging basket from the The Melbourne International Flower & 
Garden Show was raffled at our May meeting and Glenda Nicholson 
won the prize.  This is her second year in a row, but we must thank her 
for her continuing support by buying the tickets.  The raffle raised 
$47.00 for our gardening club.  Thank you all for participating. 

Butler. He really didn’t 
know much about gar-
dening, and managed to 
kill off nearly everything 
in the greenhouse by 
opening all the windows 
wide to “let the fresh air 
in”. This was in the mid-
dle of winter! 

 
Back in Australia, we ran 
a restaurant in Monbulk 
for a couple of years, so 
gardening was limited to 

awading and moved 
there when I was 14, 
and I remember the dis-
cussions about what 
trees to plant, and 
watching the garden 
develop from nothing. 
 
When Stuart and I 
bought our first house, a 
semi-detached in East 
St. Kilda, we developed 
a flourishing herb gar-
den outside the back 
door, and we had a con-
stant battle to fight back 
the convolvulus invad-
ing from next door. 
When we sold the house 
to move up to the Dan-
denongs, Stuart was 
convinced it was the 
smell of bread baking 
and the cup of freshly-
picked lemon balm tea 
which did the trick! 
 
We spent 1976/77 over-
seas, and whilst in Eng-
land had a job working 
for a rich old lady in 
Salisbury.  I was the 
cook, and Stuart was 
Chauffeur/ Gardener/ 

(Continued from page 1) growing our own herbs, 
and keeping the window 
boxes out the front 
looking good.  Thomas 
was born while we still 
had the restaurant, and 
Nick came along nine 
months after we sold it, 
the result of a very re-
laxing holiday in Vanu-
atu to recover from res-
taurant-induced exhaus-
tion. 
 
I had always wanted to 
get stuck into garden-
ing, and we had a veggie 
patch and the begin-
nings of a garden while 
the boys were little, but 
it wasn’t until they were 
older that I really had 
the time and energy to 
get right into it. We 
moved to the house we 
live in now in late 1985, 
but most of the garden 
has only been devel-
oped over the last ten 
years or less. Getting 
passionate about roses 
caused me to develop 
more space to plant 
them, and when I 

(Continued on page 12) 
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