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PROFILE : LIZ REID 
My parents were both keen gardeners and 
created lovely gardens in the numerous houses 
we lived in when I was a child. I remember 
becoming interested in gardening when we 
moved to Mitcham when I was about 8 years old. 
The house had previously belonged to Graham 
Pizzey, the famous Australian ornithologist. It 
had over an acre of land that had been planted 
with many heritage fruit trees and bird attracting 
plants. I was happy spending time with my 
parents while they worked in the garden - when I 
prune my roses, their instructions are still in my 
head. They had a love of roses, which it seems 
I've also inherited - at the moment, I'm 
redesigning our rose garden! 

 

I've always really loved food producing plants, which I think also comes from 
my father. As a young man, he had studied at Burnley Horticultural College (for 
his own interest) and it was with great joy that I enrolled in their "Discovering 
Horticulture" course when I retired 3 years ago. I can highly recommend it. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
        President:  Sue Thorne   9736 4738     

        Secretary:  Jill Farrow    9725 5951 

        Treasurer:  Tine Grimston      9752 9897 

        Newsletter Editor: Julie Adams     9754 2269 

        Committee : Judy Percy   9723 5069     

    Robyn Rooke   9735 1886 

    Kathy Smalley   9761 8251 

When it was decided to no longer have a Dibble and Hoe Library, all the 

books, magazines and videos were distributed amongst the members.  

Glenda is eager to watch the Sissinghurst video.  If you have it, Glenda 

would love to hear from you. 

MICROWAVE FOR RUTH 

Thank you everyone for your generosity.  A microwave oven has been 

purchased and delivered to Ruth and her husband.  Unfortunately, Ruth died on 

12th July and was buried a few days afterwards.  Sue spoke to her husband on 

Saturday 17th July but he is a very private person and did not say very much.  

However, he is going to continue with the nursery and make a decision late 

December 2010  whether to continue growing plants.  The best way to support 

him is to continue to buy our plants from the nursery but you will find that he is 

not willing to talk about Ruth.   
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RHSV CONFERENCE 
 

Jill and I attended this conference on 19th June and we both really enjoyed the 

day.  The RHSV make you feel very welcome and have great afternoon teas! 
 

The morning session started with Darryl Morris talking about insurance for 

gardening clubs.  This was extremely interesting.  The next guest speaker was 

Deb Symons from the Fire Recovery Organisation who talked about money 

collected by different charities and how this was used.  Eighty percent of the 

money has been allocated and the other twenty percent is being given to 

community projects, such as halls, social events, walking tracks, sporting clubs, 

etc.  A lady in the audience was from the Australian Plants Society Victoria 

spoke quickly about Australian Native Plants For Fire Protection.  You may 

view this at http://www.apsvic.org.au/.  In the next few months, I will include 

the list in the newsletter.  

 

After lunch, Lance joined us to listen to the afternoon session.  This included 

the presentation of prizes for the Melbourne International Flower and Garden 

Show Hanging Basket Competition.  Rob Pelletier, of Heritage Fruit Trees in 

Beaufort and also 3AW presenter with Jane Edmanson, spoke about sustainable 

gardening.  He explained about going back to the basics in the respect to use 

natural substances for gardening and cleaning products.   

 

It is interesting to look at the RHSV website: http://rhsv.org.au/. 

     JULIE ADAMS 

GARDENING JOKES 

Q: What do you call a grumpy and short-tempered gardener? 

A: A Snap Dragon. 

Q: What do you call a country where the people drive only pink cars? 

A: A pink carnation. 

Q: What kind of flowers grow in outer space? 

A: Ipomoea alba, Helianthus annuus, Pentas lanceolata, and Cosmos 

(Moonflowers, Sunflowers, Star Clusters, Cosmos) 
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 WHAT’S HAPPENING IN AUGUST 
 

14TH & 15TH AUGUST: 

Waverley Bonsai Group Annual Show, Mt Waverley Community Centre, Cnr 

Miller Cres & Stephenson’s Rd, Mt Waverley, Sat 10am-4.30pm, Sun 10am-

4pm, Entry $5, children free 

20TH to 22ND AUGUST: 

OSCOV’s MELBOURNE ORCHID SPECTACULAR 2010, Springvale 

Leisure Centre, 400 Cheltenham Rd, Keysborough MEL 89:A10, Entry $5, Fri 

& Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm  www.oscov.asn.au/oscovshw.htm 

21ST & 22ND AUGUST: 

Camellia Festival, Mt Waverley Community Centre, 47 Miller Cres, Mt Waver-

ley, Sat 1-5pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm 

26TH to 28TH AUGUST: 

Leongatha Horticultural Society Inc - Daffodil Festival, Memorial Hall, 

Leongatha, entry $4, Thur 2-6pm, Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-4pm, Open Gardens 

on Friday and Saturday (10am-4pm).  Info Lillian 03 56573268 

28TH & 29TH AUGUST: 

Emerald Garden Club Winter Flower Show & Plant Sale, Emerald Hall, 

Cnr Main St & Beaconsfield Rd, Emerald, Sat 9am-4.30pm, Sun 10am-3.45pm, 

Entry $2.50, children free, feature speakers Attila Kapitany (Sat) on succulents 

and Chris Russell (Sun) on Gardens 

29TH AUGUST:  

The Asian Collection of Friends of Geelong Botanic Garden, Geelong Bo-

tanic Gardens Meeting Room, Geelong, 2pm, guided walk, $2 donation, meet at 

front of gardens featuring camellias and other plants from the Asian region. 
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AUGUST 2010 MEETING 
DATE:  Saturday 7th August  TIME:  10.00am 

WHERE: 6 Collett Avenue,  Ringwood   Mel 49 J4 

We will be doing pottery again this year with Jenny Rowe as everyone always enjoys 

these days.  We are at the home of Pam De Kort, where I understand there will be 

plenty of room for potting.  Please bring an apron if you think you need one, a chair and 

a plate of food to share for lunch.  The clay and some tools to work it will be provided.  

If you haven't done this before, give it a bash, you will get lots of help and it's easier 

than you think.  The finished product will be fired and delivered to a future meeting.

  

—oOo— 

I have a few things to say this month, but first must thank Glenda very much for doing 

the flower arranging at our last meeting.  She was an excellent teacher and the finished 

results looked great - thanks Glenda. 

 

There have been quite a few e-mails going between the members who have this facility 

in the last month or so, so I will catch everyone up a bit.  Firstly, Ruth who is the lady 

from the dollar nursery has cancer and has not been doing too well.  It was suggested 

that a microwave might help her and a few members offered to donate $10 towards 

this.  The microwave was duly bought and delivered to her husband by Julie.  Members 

who had offered the money contributed at the July meeting.  We did get more money 

than we needed and the remainder will be put towards our donation to Plantaid, which 

is my next topic. 

 

Plantaid is a nursery at Marysville where people who have had their gardens burnt out 

can register and then get plants for their new gardens.  The plants are donated, 

sometimes as hundreds of tubes etc., and Plantaid were desperately in need of some 

potting mix to pot up these plants, also they need funding to keep the nursery open, 

donations of pots 5 1/2" diameter, and help with potting up, weeding etc on Tuesdays 

and Sundays when they are open.  It was put to the members present in July that we 

help with the potting mix and after a show of hands we have sent off a cheque for $300 

which will cover 3 metres of bulk potting mix delivered.  Please ask me at the August 

meeting if you want any further info., or go to plantaid.com.au website. 

 

Last but not least, we will be raffling this years hanging basket in August, so bring some 

money!!    That's all folks ... Jill  
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DECISIONS, DECISIONS… 
by Polly Ashburner 

 

On retirement from full-time work last year, I was given a voucher for Yamina 
Rare Plants, which is just at the top of my road. 
 
Naturally I went rushing up there to have a look, only to return totally confused, 
as so many of the plants were unfamiliar to me. I knew I would have to do some 
research, and also that I would wait for Autumn, as I didn't want to have to 
nurse these valuable plants through Summer. 
 
I am fortunate to own a copy of Stephen Ryan's  "Exceptional Plants" so de-
cided that would give me enough to choose from, and proceeded to mark any-
thing I thought suitable, and not too tricky, in my Yamina price list. I was given 
an added incentive when a particularly aggressive Rottweiler moved in next 
door, so decided my new plants would be the framework for a "Shrubbery" to 
put a dense barrier between my new neighbour and me. (I know it won't stop 
him barking, but at least I won't see him!) 
 
Yamina plants are pretty pricey, so I could choose only seven, and the decision-
making process was very difficult! Anyway, here is my final selection: 
 
Abeliophyllum distichum: 
 A small,deciduous, twiggy shrub with highly perfumed flowers like a white For-
sythia    in winter-spring. 
 
Brugmansia sanguinea:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

Page 13 Dibble & Hoe Cottage Volume 10,  I ssue  6 

PETER DOUGLAS FROM  

SCOTSBURN NURSERIES 
This is Mexican Feather Grass it is a 

state prohibited weed in Victoria 

and I think the rest of the country.  

Bunnings reached a settlement in 

court through the week, paying a 

fine of $15000.00 for selling pots of 

Mexican Feather Grass back in 

2008. Bunnings was fined along 

with 4  of their suppliers all of 

whom I would call friends, 

competitors and a major supplier.  

You would not realise it from the 

item in the Age newspaper but the 

mistake made by Bunnings and Co. 

was frighteningly difficult to avoid.  

As I understand it, despite careful checks the plants imported were mislabelled 

but the onus is on the importer.  Be aware of weeds, they're a big issue and the 

state government doesn't pull punches. 

On a similar theme, but different I was made aware of a relatively new product 

this week BioWeed Herbicide.  This is a certified organic weed spray that I 

believe is based on pine oil.  The pine oil "strips the outer coating of contacted 

plant and seed material, causing cell collapse and desiccation."  WOW.  

Apparently very safe to use and has pre-emergent effectiveness as well which 

makes it ideal for use around nurseries or on paths, etc.  We're certainly about to 

start trialling.  From what I have read it is only available in commercial 

quantities, hopefully retail packs will follow.  Let me know if I've gotten that 

wrong. 

This is taken from one of the regular Scotsburn Nurseries’ Gardener’s 

Newsletter by Peter Douglas.  For more information, you can receive a 

weekly newsletter by emailing Peter at peter@scotsburn.biz  
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BOOK REVIEWS 

In the garden with Jane Austen 

by Kim Wilson 

Jane Austen's natural world, real and fictional, 
comes to life in this colourful, illustrated stroll 
through the gardens, parks and great estates 
of Regency England.   This book contains  
lush photos, social history, excerpts from 
Austen's novels, biographical information, 
drawings and diagrams.  Also it brings the 
great outdoors to readers eager to understand 
more details of Austen's environment. Also 
featured are instructions on how to create 
your own English garden and on where to see 
sites mentioned in the book. Gardens from 
movie adaptations of her novels are included.  

Agatha Christie at home by 

Hilary Macaskill 

Agatha Christie was a lover of homes, 

comfort, her country and her family.  

This book is organized in a logical 

manner, first starting with an overview 

of Agatha's life and career. With 

careful detail, we learn about her love 

of houses, from her doll houses of her 

childhood to her favourite, Greenway 

on the River Dart in Devon. The main 

focus of the book, however, is how her 

homes and the home county of Devon 

affected her as a person as well as a mystery writer. There is a direct tie between 

her homes and the settings of her books. The photographs of its gardens, 

boathouse and interiors are in stunning colour.   JULIE 
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Cantua buxifolia Pyrifolia:   

 

 

 

 

Enkianthus cernuus Rubens: 
 Deciduous shrub with small dark red bell-like flowers hanging in clusters in 
spring. Small narrow leaves turn to scarlet autumn colours. 
 
Euphorbia schillingii 
Garrya elliptica Evie 
 
Ampelopsis brevipedunculata Elegans  (Porcelain vine)  
 
 
 
 
 
I hope that you get many hours of enjoyment from these plants ED.  
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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JULY 2010 MEETING 
 
Glenda Nicholson did a fantastic job of coaching  a fairly small group of Dibble 
and Hoe Members in the intricacies of flower arranging.  The attendance was a 
bit disappointing, but everyone who did come  learned a lot and had a 
thoroughly enjoyable time. 
  
Glenda provided written instructions (so we can replicate at home) and fantastic 
personalised help to all (including those of us who are challenged by following 
instructions and obeying the rules) 
  
Everyone created completely different arrangements even though we followed 

the same basic plan.  Thank you Glenda.   TINE 
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YATES GARDENING CLUB (contd.) 
 

controlled release fertilisers (as found in Yates Acticote) work so well in pots. As 

well, most modern potting mixes are made from composted organic matter. 

This organic matter can continue to break down in the pot and will use up 

nitrogen as it does so. 

 

The pH – acidity or alkalinity – of the soil can also be a factor. Sometimes, if the 

pH is wrong for the plant, it isn’t able to take up nutrients from the soil even if 

the nutrients are in plentiful supply. For example, it’s quite common for plants 

to show signs of iron deficiency if the pH is too high. If you don’t know the pH 

level of your soil, it’s worth having it checked. 

 

What to look for?  Unusual pigmentation and poor growth are classic 

symptoms of many types of nutrient deficiency. If the plant is lacking nitrogen, 

the oldest leaves can turn yellow, drop early or develop reddish tones. 

Magnesium deficiency, which shows up as yellow patches between the veins, 

also appears on the oldest leaves. Iron deficiency, by contrast, appears on the 

newest leaves, with the veins standing out as a distinct green. 

How to have healthy plants.  In most cases, a suitable all purpose fertiliser will 

supply the required nutrients. Organic fertilisers like Dynamic Lifter are ideal for 

slower-growing plants, and the fortified variants in the Dynamic Lifter 

Advanced range are suitable to meet the higher needs of fruit, roses, lawns etc. 

Fast-growing leafy plants need quick, liquid feeds with something like Thrive All 

Purpose. Yates Trace Element Mix can also solve some specific problems. 

 

This was taken from the Yates Gardening Club on the internet.  Each 

month, you receive an interesting newsletter.  To subscribe, go to 

http://www.yates.com.au/garden-club/ 

(Continued from page 10) 
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After walking around the stalls around the outside, similar to Melbourne we 

were well and truly tired and legs were very sore so decided to leave it at that.  

We felt we had seen most everything.  Wouldn't be going back in a hurry but 

was glad we had done it.  Our trip was planned around the show dates so it was 

on our list for one of those things you want to do....we were not disappointed!!  

  

We picked up plenty of brochures on the gardens if anyone wants to have a 

look, would be only too pleased to bring them to the next meeting. 

 

Thank you Louise, I thoroughly enjoyed this article.  We would love to 

see the brochures at the August meeting.      The Editor 

 

YATES GARDENING CLUB 
 

When our plants are looking unhappy, we immediately suspect they’ve been 

attacked by a pest or disease. It is, of course, important to rule out such 

problems but, if leaves are discoloured or distorted and you can’t see an obvious 

cause, it’s also possible that the problem is caused by a nutrient deficiency.   

 

What is a nutrient deficiency?  Plants must be able to obtain about a dozen 

nutrients that are found in the soil. The three they require in the largest amounts 

are nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. Calcium, magnesium and sulphur are 

needed in slightly lesser quantities and the so-called ‘trace elements’ – iron, 

manganese, copper, zinc, boron, molybdenum – in even smaller amounts. But 

each nutrient is essential and if just one is lacking the plant will grow poorly. 

 

Why do plants suffer from nutrient deficiencies?  Sometimes the soil is poor 

to start with. Many Australian soils fall into this category and, while the local 

natives that have adapted to these conditions will grow happily, as soon as you 

introduce plants with higher nutrient requirements, you’ll begin to have 

problems. 

 

Pot plants are dependent on the nutrients in the container and it’s easy for these 

to dissolve and wash away as the pot drains. This is one reason why slow and  

(Continued on page 11) 
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SPECIAL OFFER 
 

For those people who are members of RACV, hope that you have noticed that 

save $10 offer to view Digger’s Club gardens for free.  For the months of July 

and August, RACV members can show their membership card to receive free 

entry into either The Digger’s Club garden at St Erth or Heronswood—a saving 

of $10.  In addition, RACV members can sign up online for a one-year mem-

bership to the Digger’s Club for $45 and receive a free copy of The Australian 

Fruit & Vegetable Garden, valued at $39.95 (hardcover).  Visit 

www.diggers.com.au/racv. 

 

Footnote: Graham Pizzey also had an impression on me - I've always been a 
keen bird watcher. Our garden is planted with many bird attracting plants and is 
liberally dotted with bird baths. We are fortunate to live adjacent to the 
Dandenong Ranges National Park and in the 15 years we've lived here, I have 
identified over 70 different species of birds. 
 

You may also be interested to see the latest visitor to our garden! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 
My impression -  by LOUISE WILSHAW  

 

Fortunately we were staying with relatives who live in Essex and it was only a 20 

minute train ride from Upminster to Chelsea and once we got off at Chelsea we 

just had to follow the crowd......arriving at the gates fairly early in the morning.  

The security was spot on and every bag had to be thoroughly searched but the 

staff were very pleasant and helpful. 

  

The first thing I decided to do was HIT the 

toilets......absolutely lovely, clean and staff to 

assist if needed, to wash your hands you only 

needed to put them under this large fountain 

with water constantly running and beautiful 

soaps provided....I was in and out in five 

minutes..that was my first and last chance to 

go because by mid morning the queues were 

a mile long so heaven help you if you were 

in a hurry...!!! 

  

Next good decision was to get to 

the gardens as soon as possible 

which we did and were able to get 

up to the front and take all the 

photographs we wanted, chat to 

show people and request any 

information we wanted.....by early 

afternoon we wouldn't had a 

hope, as the crowds had swelled 

to about 40 people deep and 

there was no way I would've been 

able to push my way through.  So 

happy that we had seen the 

gardens we decided to go into the main hall to see the floral displays.   Again I 

think we had beaten the crowds...plenty of photos and jaw dropping actions... 

Agapanthus in a floral display 

Lavendar display 
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We were quite disappointed with The 

Australian Garden....very tropical and 

very Queenslandish, mostly all building 

and water, apart from palms and bird of 

paradise's that was as far as the garden 

went.   Their brochure seemed like a 

travel agent brochure selling Australia.  

But the chit chat around their show was 

quite positive, but tropical is not our 

thing.... 

  

I was most impressed with the M & G Garden, absolutely beautiful, more 

English country type, roses, geraniums, lavender's, salvia's etc.   I must say 

England is very big on geraniums all through our travels. 

  

Having done everything we wanted it 

was time for a PIMMS, lunch and a sit 

down.    Yes they had a PIMMS stall and 

after having one am now a true pimms 

advocate, love it.  Bought a 1 litre bottle 

home duty free and it was finished two 

weeks after we arrived home....not only 

that now have all the English relatives 

drinking it... 

  

This was another experience trying to 

find a table to sit at, you had to keep your 

eyes peeled for the first sign of anyone 

vacating their seats and jump on it, we 

managed.   The food was great with 

plenty of options and very well 

organized.  Unfortunately unlike the 

Melbourne Garden Show Chelsea doesn't 

have a large picnic area around the lake 

so have to sit at the restaurants          

provided... 

  

Bridge made of pansies 


