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PROFILE : KATHY SMALLEY 
To write these few words has challenged me 
to wonder where my interest in gardening 
stemmed from. My mother gardened, but as 
she was the wife of a school teacher, she 
more often maintained a garden she 
inherited, rather than create one. I have a 
black and white photo of her taken in front 
of the school residence at Macks Creek (near 
Yarram) taken in the late 1930’s. She proudly 
told me that the flowers were cosmos and 
she could still picture them and that was 60 
years on! Our last school residence was Moe 
and I had the chore of watering the garden 
and I can still picture that garden and 
especially the brown Boronia at the back 
door. I must have had an interest to know its 
name when I was aged 17 years. 

I have been inspired over the years by my older siblings and their gardens. In my 
family we always take the time to go and “see the garden” at any relatives place 
including those of my siblings and I have 7 of them so it must run in the genes, 
and  I recently discovered that one of my grandmother’s grew flowers for the 
cut flower industry during the 1930’s. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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HANDY HINTS 

Soil scooper - cut along a diagonal line from underneath the handle of an 

empty cordial or juice plastic container to the opposite side of the bottle.  Or 

you could use a soft drink container. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  THERE IS NO MEETING IN JUNE 
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WHAT’S ON IN JUNE/JULY 
Little Gem Nursery, open 1st Saturday of month, 9am-4pm, 40 Livio Drive, 

Gembrook MEL REF 299:F8, huge selection of natives, exotics, grasses, 

succulents and drought tolerant plants.  Trish 59677185 

26-27th June: 

Barcaldine, 1014 Marbethong Road, Kyneton, 10am-4.30pm $6, under 18 free, 

a peaceful haven where verdant lawns beneath native and exotic trees contrast 

with the dry land vista beyond. 

25th July: 

Open Studios and indoor art & craft market, FTG Community Arts Centre, 

1010 Burwood Hwy, FTG, handmade, quality pottery and arts and crafts 

www.treefernpotters.com.au 

Gardening Australia’s success has been because it is so practical - down to earth, 

dirt under the fingernails, worms in the compost.  That is what I like and that is 

what the viewers like.  I cannot help but think that all those 21 years ago we 

were presenting gardening to people whose children and even grandchildren are 

now watching the programme.  It is so encouraging to know that gardening is 

even more popular now and will always be an important activity for all the 

family. 

By the way, I am always looking for ideas, especially lovely practical tips to share 

with other gardeners.  So if you have any ideas, do please forward them on to 

me. 

 

Jane is our esteemed patron and famous for her appearances on TV and 

her writing for a number of different publications.  She also gives talks to 

many clubs and organisations.  For bookings, she can be contacted via 

email: edmanson@bigpond.net.au. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

GARDENERS GAZETTE 
 

ABC’s GARDENING AUSTRALIA by Jane Edmanson OAM 

ABC’s Gardening Australia Show is celebrating 21 years - along with the 

Gardening Australia Magazine following close behind with 20 years.  Having 

spent all those years presenting and writing for both, I cannot believe that these 

two decades have flown by so quickly.   

There has been lots of water under the bridge since Kevin Heinze asked if I 

wanted to take over from him (I thought he was joking).  From ‘Sow what’ days 

watched by Victorians, all of a sudden the ABC made it a national show called 

‘Gardening Australia’, with a presenter in each state.  I remember the first 

episode, introducing myself from our Garden State with a basket of Epacris 

impressa (the state floral emblem) on my arm. 

Since then, presenters have come and gone, Peter Cundall retired at the age of 

81, having been such an enthusiastic host for all those years.  People often 

assume that the main host runs the programme and directs what segments and 

stories we presenters do.  This really isn’t the case; collaboration between the 

researchers and myself. 

Once a story is worked out and a filming date is set, that whole day is taken up 

with a producer, camera man, sound man and me to film the story.  People are 

often amazed that a five or six minute story can take six or seven hours to film, 

plus another few hours being edited and ‘sewn’ together.  Television programme 

productions is a very time consuming business. 

Over those years, it is the people who have so interested me.  I love being able 

to show their passions, whether it be for their special plant collections ore for 

their amazing creations of their landscapes.  I have always said that there is no 

one way to garden, there is no right or wrong, or better or worse, gardening is 

for everyone to enjoy. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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JULY 2010 MEETING 
Date:           Saturday, 3rd July 

Time:          10am-1pm including lunch 

Venue:        Arrabri Community Centre, Allambanan Drive, Bayswater North 

There is a kitchenette with oven and microwave as well as  an undercover  BBQ 

outside 2 free electric hotplates ( maybe we could use this for a change) .  I am 

intending to make a table centre which can either be put in a basket or in one of 

those round black plastic bowls with a grid over the top. So start looking around 

in the op shops for a basket if you don't already have one and that is what you 

would rather do. You will also need some florist foam recycled or new( those 

green blocks, $2 shops have them I am told).  Most of you might have one of 

the bowls hanging around at home from an arrangement someone gave you. 

You might also have some ribbons you can use but the colour needs to go with 

your flowers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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JULY 2010 MEETING 
What to bring: 

• ruler/tape measure  with inches or cm at least 20 cm  

• Secateurs 

• scissors 

• green florist foam already soaked in water so it is heavy, if it is recycled 
sometimes it will not absorb water and floats so try it a couple of days 
before 

• black round plastic bowl with grid to go over foam 

• basket round or oval not too big or deep and with a flat bottom ( optional) 
you might need some fine wire to keep bowl in centre of basket, foam 
needs to be at least 2.5 cm above the basket,  you can have some cellophane 
under the bowl in the basket, clear or matching colour but waterproof not 
tissue paper 

• foliage such as cypress, nandina, gum, privet, grevillea (not needle like ones), 
decent sized bunch and some pieces at least 12 inches or 30 cm long and 
not too bushy flat ones are better, big branches can be but into smaller ones 

• 15 medium sized flowers such as carnations, mini gerberas, larger 
chrysanthemums should measure 5-7.5 cm(2"-3") across 

• 18 secondary flowers small chrysanthemums, daisies, field or spray 
carnations, cornflowers 2.5-5cm across( 1"-2")across 

• filling flowers gypsophila, thryptomene, statice (check colours not mixed), 
misty usually a bunch will do 2 people 

• 1.75 metres of medium width ribbon colour to match can buy from florist 
or use recycled ones, a neutral colour like white or green will go with most 
things but may not make your finished article look as good as a bright 
colour  

• I will bring some small cards to purchase if people want to use them 

• Your camera to take a photo of the finished article 

• large plastic rubbish bag to take home the excess plant bits  
 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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CARLTON GARDENS 
In our April newsletter, I wrote an article about how the Victorian Government 
has granted Museum Victoria $5.3 million to restore the western forecourt of 
Australia’s first World Heritage listed building.   
The excavation work that paves the way for installation of a concrete water tank, 
six metres underground, with a holding capacity of 1,350,000 litres to be 
harvested from the Exhibition Building's roof began this week. 
 
Landscape garden designer Barrie Gallacher from CDA Design, has been 
looking at original photographs of the gardens but says that some of the plants 
were to small to identify properly.  What he is doing, is looking through old 
nursery catalogues to see what plants were being use in the 1880s. 
 
Many people who are working on this project feel that this German garden had 
four radial beds arranged around a circle which also included informal parterre 
gardens with a mix of plants scattered throughout.  Curator of the project, 
Charlotte Smith, said each country had been allocated space at the 1880 
exhibition, including outdoor space, which is why the Germans built a garden 
complete with a kiosk but there was no evidence of its structure or building 
materials despite exhaustive research. 
 
I will try to keep you informed in the newsletter with what is happening to these 
gardens - Julie 
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THE FLORIST ROSE 

 
This wax-mannequin nude, the florist rose 

She of the long stem and too glossy leaf, 

Is dead to honest greenfly and leaf-cutter: 

Behind plate glass watches the yellow fogs. 

 

Claims kin with the robust male aeroplane 

Whom eagles hate and phantoms of the air, 

Who has no legend, as she breaks from legend - 

From fellowship with sword and sail and crown. 

 

Experiment’s flower, scentless (he its bird); 

Is dewed by the spray-gun; it tender-thorned; 

Pouts, false-virginal, between bud and bloom; 

Bought as a love-gift, droops within the day. 

 

By Robert Graves 
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If you have anything out in your garden and want to use it then feel free to do 
so as long as you have in total the correct number you could use 2 types even. 
Go to your friends see what they have.  

Camellias are okay but tend to drop their heads off quickly. Tulips, iris, roses, 
Singapore orchids are fine but getting more expensive. You may want to put a 
few special flowers in , you need an odd number if you do this at least 3 or 5.  
According to the national flower centre these are in season June/July but the 
local florists may not have all of these. Some of our local supermarkets and fruit 
shops also have flowers keep your eyes open. I like to buy things that are fresh 
and last for at least a week. 

Most of you will have suitable greenery in your own garden but you might have 
to buy larger flowers, carnations are the cheapest ( can use roses,, gerberas  etc) 
and are available all year round. You also need secondary( smaller flowers daisies 
etc) and filling flowers (gypsophlia, misty etc a bunch can be shared as you only 
use half).   

If you need to buy you can go to Chorley's in Railway Avenue in Croydon, the 
flowers are most plentiful and freshest on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons after about 2 pm as they come from the growers and florists haven't 
come in yet. You can just call in and visit any day from 9-5 pm or you might 
have a wholesale florist near you. If you want to use flowers like liliums, iris etc 
you need to buy earlier as they are sold in tight buds and you want then coming 
out. Different things are available at different times of the year.   

Start you thinking about colours and flowers etc, also look around your local 
area florists to get ideas. If you have anyone having a birthday or other 
celebration around that time you could make it for them and spend a bit more 
on flowers like orchids etc. 

Further information can be obtained from Glenda on 98765463 or 
email gnicholson@iprimus.com.au.  If you haven’t advised Glenda that 
you will be attending, please let her know as there are still places 
available. 
  

(Continued from page 4) 
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PETER DOUGLAS FROM  

SCOTSBURN NURSERIES 
 

Powdery Mildew is not a fungal disease that we deal with all that regularly.  We 

often get plenty delivered to us on hanging baskets that we are sending to the 

flower & Garden show.  The fungus just loves the Autumn weather; cool nights, 

high humidity and still days.  The other factor that has affected our Violas is 

they were returned from the Flower & Garden Show display and cut back to re-

grow.  Under normal circumstances this wouldn't be an issue but cutting the 

plants back stressed them enough to allow the Powdery Mildew fungus to at-

tack. 

 

That's a really nasty infestation of Powdery in Zinnia.  From my experience 

Powdery can really destroy a plant but usually it just hangs around making the 

plant miserable and it is very contagious if the conditions are right. 

 

What to do?  First and foremost prevent infestation! Remove any infected 

plants.  Ensure hight light levels, yes that's right if possible get your plants out 

from under the shade.  There are very few plants that will need or like shade 

cover between now and December.  The other thing we do in the green houses 

is turn the fans on.  Quite simple, we have fans that stir the air around to pre-

vent that close humid environment developing that fungi like.  The other thing I 

have seen (but never used myself) greenhouse growers use is Sulfur Burners, 

sulphur is very effective in controlling the Powdery fungi. I'm sure these are 

available for enthusiasts from Sage Horticulture, but they are of no value out of 

doors. 

 

OK so sometimes we still get infected.  Commercially there are some very spe-

cific fungicides for controlling Powdery mildew, BayletonTM  comes to mind 

but I'm not aware of it being available on consumer packages. A Lime Sulphur  
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I put the glasses back down on the worktop, fill a container with water and 

suddenly spot the TV remote control. Someone left it on the kitchen table. 

I realise that tonight when we go to watch TV I'll be looking for the remote but 

I won't remember that it's on the kitchen table so decide to put it back where it 

belongs-  but first I'll water the flowers. 

I pour some water in the flowers but quite a bit of it spills on the floor. 

So I put the remote back on the table, get some towels and wipe up the spill. 

Then I head down the hall trying to remember what I was planning to do. 

At the end of the day: 

The car isn't washed 

The bills aren't paid 

There is a cold cup of coffee sitting on the counter 

The flowers don't have enough water, 

There is still only 1 cheque in my cheque book, 

I can't find the remote, 

I can't find my glasses, 

And I don't remember what I did with the car keys. 

Then, when I try to figure out why nothing got done today, I'm really baffled 

because I know I was busy all damn day and I'm really tired. 

I realise this is a serious problem and I'll try to get some help for it-but first I'll 

check my e-mail.... 

Do me a favour. Forward this message to everyone you know because I don't 

remember who the hell I've sent it to. 

Don't laugh - if this isn't you yet, your day is coming!! 

 

Thank you Margaret Gibson for your email. 
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A GOOD LAUGH 
Recently I was diagnosed with A.A.A.D.D. - Age Activated Attention Deficit 

Disorder.  

This is how it manifests itself: 

I decide to water my garden. 

As I turn on the hose in the driveway  I look over at my car and decide it needs 

washing. 

As I head towards the garage I notice mail on the porch table that I picked up 

from the post man earlier. 

I decide to go through the mail before I wash the car. 

I lay my car keys on the table, put the junk mail in the recycling box under the 

table and notice that the recycling box is full. 

So I decide to put the bills back on the table and take out the recycling first. 

But then I think “Since I'm going to be near the postbox when I take out the 

recycling paper I may as well pay the bills first.” 

I take my cheque book off the table and notice that there is only one cheque left. 

My extra cheques are in my desk in the study 

so I go inside the house to my desk where 

I find the cup of coffee I'd been drinking. 

I'm going to look for my cheques but first I need to push the coffee aside so that I 

don't accidentally knock it over. 

The coffee is getting cold and I decide to make another cup. 

As I head toward the kitchen with the cold coffee a vase of flowers on the 

worktop catches my eye - the flowers need water. 

I put the coffee on the worktop and discover my reading glasses that  I've been 

searching for all morning. 

I decide I better put them back on my desk- but first I'm going to water the 

flowers. 
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spray should be available from most good garden centres.  I have made the mis-

take of spraying Powdery with a general fungicide assuming that if it was effec-

tive on Botrytis (Grey mould) it would be effective on Powdery... wrong! So 

don't do that. I have found two interesting organic sprays: baking soda and milk.  

The baking soda idea matches one sent to me this week by Marina who sug-

gested this basic recipe to control aphids and sooty mould.  Marina's spray didn't 

include baking soda and she replaced the water with dish water, I think that 

might just frighten the Aphids away. Thank's Marina. 

 

 

Last resort?  Dilute Quarternary 

Ammonia, some household dis-

infectants contain ammonia in 

this (quarternary) form.  It 

works, but it needs care not to 

burn the plants and you must 

use the quarternary form.  If the 

foliage is especially dense (think 

our Viola crop) it is very diffi-

cult to get the ammonia solution 

in contact with the fungus so we 

might have to cut them back 

again.... Oh I'm getting dizzy. 

 

This is taken from one of the 

regular Scotsburn Nurseries’ 

Gardener’s Newsletter by Peter 

Douglas.  For more informa-

tion, you can receive a weekly 

newsletter by emailing Peter 

at peter@scotsburn.biz  
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SOUP RECIPES 
BASIC SOUP: 

2 teaspoons oil    1 large onion, finely chopped 

3 cups salt reduced stock   fresh chopped herbs 

At least 3 cups chopped vegetables - more for a thicker soup 

Ground black pepper, to taste 

Heat oil in a large saucepan over medium heat.  Add onion and cook, stirring, 

until soft.  Add stock and vegetables; simmer for 10 minutes or until soft.  For a 

creamy soup, blend using a hand held blender or food processor, otherwise 

serve as is.  Season to taste. 

BROCCOLI AND BLUE CHEESE SOUP 

Cook onion as directed.  Increase stock to 4 cups.  Replace vegies with a head of 

chopped broccoli and 2 medium zucchinis, roughly chopped.  When cooked, 

blend until smooth.  Add 100g crumbled blue cheese and stir until heated 

through.  Serve as is or blend again for a super-smooth soup.  Serve with a little 

extra blue cheese crumbled on top. 

CURRIED SWEET POTATO SOUP 

When onion is nearly cooked, add 2 cloves crushed garlic and 2 teaspoons curry 

powder.  Cook, stirring, for another minute.  Replace mixed vegies with 4 cups 

of chopped sweet potato.  When cooked, blend until smooth.  Add 1 cup skim 

milk and stir until blended and heated through.  Top with chopped chives or 

coriander and a dollop of low fat natural yoghurt, if desired. 

CAULIFLOWER AND BACON SOUP 

When cooking onion, add 3-4 rashers lean diced bacon.  Replace mixed vegies 

with a whole head of chopped cauliflower.  Cook as directed.  Meanwhile, place 

1-2 tablespoons of flour into a bowl with a little skim milk and stir to make a 

paste.  Stir in more milk until you have 1 cup liquid.  When cauliflower is tender, 

add milk to the saucepan and cook 5 minutes or until soup has thickened.  

Roughly puree using a hand blender, then stir in 1 cup grated cheese.  Serve 

topped with parsley. 
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I had my first garden at my fist rented flat in Hawthorn. I planted seedlings 
along the driveway and in a small garden alongside the outside laundry with its 
old copper.  The following flats I lived in didn’t have gardens, but I always had 
pot plants. 

My first husband was in the RAAF so like my mother, I inherited gardens. I 
have just realised I have planted and maintained ten gardens thus far in my life. 
The RAAF always had nurseries and would give plants free to those who 
wanted them, mostly trees and natives though. I always had pots to liven the 
place up and our trailer would be full of plants when we were on the move!  I 
used gardens and plants to put our imprint on a home that we were generally in 
only for a short period of time. 

I also had a brother-in-law who was an enthusiastic gardener and as a young 
wife newly back in Melbourne, he was the one who taught me about 
composting, feeding and plant propagation. He named plants for me and was 
very generous with cuttings. 

When I moved to Croydon it was to my husband Leigh’s house. He had planted 
the garden, but it wasn’t to my liking, though the structure was there. So I 
replanted all the azaleas together and all the ferns together as well as other like-
minded plants. That’s me, the typical librarian, planting to make sure everything 
is in its proper place. 

My garden in Montrose is a shady garden and with the gums, is also quite a dry 
one with the drought. So that of course has presented itself with dilemmas that I 
haven’t had previously. 

Why do I garden? I love the sense of planting something and watching it grow 
and transform all of its own accord. I especially love bulbs for that reason, that 
they are dormant, then sprout and then produce the most wonderful, beautiful 
flower. I also treasure that plants that have been handed onto me. Among my 
zygo cactus there are some of my mother’s which over forty years old are, many 
I inherited from other friends. I have 3 hoyas one from my mother, one from 
my brother and one I inherited when I moved into the Croydon house. I love 
looking at plants that have come as gifts or as cuttings from loved ones either 
family or friends, or ones bought in the good company of family and friends 
when out together enjoying a nursery or “garden day”. 

Thanks Kathy.  Would anyone else like to volunteer a profile for our 
August edition of the newsletter?  Please contact Julie ASAP. 

(Continued from page 1) 


